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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 555 *ue”

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, ERI CKSQON, COSTA, KITCHEN, O PAKE
LEMMOND, RAFFERTY, STACK, THOWSON, RHOADES, WOJXZN AK,
GORDNER, PILEGE , KASUNI C AND WAUGH, MARCH 31, 2005

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 31, 2005
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AN ACT
Providing for Lynme di sease education, prevention and treatnent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Lyne D sease
Education, Prevention and Treatnment Act.

Section 2. Purpose.

The General Assenbly finds that Lyne di sease poses a serious
threat to the health and welfare of the people of this
Commonweal th. It is the intent of this act to provide the public
with informati on and education to create greater public
awar eness of the dangers of and neasures avail able to prevent
Lyne disease. It is also the intent of this act to provide
education to health care providers regarding the prevention,

di agnosi s and treatnent of Lyme di sease.
Section 3. Reporting.

A physician who treats or exam nes any person who suffers
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fromor who is suspected of having Lynme di sease shall nake a
pronpt report of the disease to the |ocal board of health or to
t he Departnent of Health.

Section 4. Powers and duti es.

(a) Departnent of Health.--The Departnent of Health shall

have the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Promulgate regulations to enforce the requirenents
of this act.

(2) Develop a program of general public information and
education regardi ng Lyne di sease.

(3) Develop a programto educate health care providers
to prevent, diagnose and treat Lyne di sease.

(4) Cooperate with the Pennsylvania Ganme Conm ssion to
di ssenm nate the information required under paragraph (2) to
| i censees of the Pennsylvania Ganme Conm ssion and the general
publi c.

(5) Cooperate with the Departnment of Conservation and
Nat ural Resources to dissemnate the information required
under paragraph (2) to the general public and visitors of
State parks and | ands.

(6) Cooperate with the professional associations of
health care providers to provide the education program for

prof essi onal s requi red under paragraph (3).

Section 5. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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