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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. D14 =3

| NTRODUCED BY GORDNER, THOWPSON, RAFFERTY, D. WHI TE, WONDERLI NG
WOZNI AK AND FERLO, MARCH 29, 2005

REFERRED TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MARCH 29, 2005

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 21, 1943 (P.L.571, No.254), entitled, as
2 anended, "An act relating to assessnent for taxation in

3 counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and ei ghth

4 cl asses; designating the subjects, property and persons

5 subject to and exenpt fromtaxation for county, borough,

6 town, township, school, except in cities and county

7 institution district purposes; and providing for and

8 regul ati ng the assessnment and val uation thereof for such

9 pur poses; creating in each such county a board for the

10 assessnment and revision of taxes; defining the powers and

11 duties of such boards; providing for the acceptance of this
12 act by cities; regulating the office of ward, borough, town
13 and townshi p assessors; abolishing the office of assistant
14 triennial assessor in townships of the first class; providing
15 for the appointnent of a chief assessor, assistant assessors
16 and ot her enpl oyes; providing for their conpensation payabl e
17 by such counties; prescribing certain duties of and certain
18 fees to be collected by the recorder of deeds and nuni ci pal
19 of ficers who issue building permts; inposing duties on
20 t axabl es maki ng i nprovenents on | and and grantees of |and;
21 prescri bing penalties; and elimnating the triennial
22 assessnent, " providing for appointnent of second class
23 townshi p assessors; and making a repeal.
24 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

25 hereby enacts as follows:
26 Section 1. The definition of "assessor"” in section 102 of
27 the act of May 21, 1943 (P.L.571, No.254), known as The Fourth

28 to Eighth Cass County Assessnent Law, is anended to read:



Section 102. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases
shall for the purpose of this act have the neanings respectively
ascribed to themin this section, except where the context
clearly indicates a different neaning:

* %

"Assessor" shall nmean the assessor elected in each borough,

town and township[, and] of the first class, appointed in each

townshi p of the second class and el ected in each ward of each

city, borough or town, including the assistant assessor, if any,
in first class townships.

* %k

Section 2. Sections 501 and 503 of the act are amended to
read:

Section 501. Election or Appointnent; Termof Ofice.--(a)

At the rmunicipal election preceding the expiration of the term
of any assessor now in office, and every fourth year thereafter,
the qualified voters resident therein shall elect:

(1) In each ward in each city, an assessor;

(2) In each ward of each borough divided into wards, an
assessor;

(3) In each borough not divided into wards, an assessor;

(4) In each ward in each town, an assessor;

(5) In each township of the first class, an assessor and an
assi stant assessor;

[(6) 1In each township of the second class, an assessor. ]

Each assessor shall serve fromthe first Monday of January
next succeeding his election, and for a period of four years
t hereafter.

(b) The offices of assistant triennial assessor in townships

of the first class is hereby abolished.
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1 (c) At the expiration of the termof any assessor in a
2 township of the second class now in office, and every fourth
3 year thereafter, or upon a vacancy, the board of supervisors in
4 the township of the second class shall appoint an assessor.
5 Wiere a vacancy in the office of assessor in a township of the
6 second class shall occur by reason of the death, resignation,
7 disqualification or failure to qualify of the appointed
8 assessor, the board of supervisors shall appoint an assessor to
9 fill the vacancy for the unexpired term
10 Section 503. Vacancies in the Ofice of Assessor.--Wenever
11 any assessor shall fail to take and subscribe the oath required,
12 or to file the same in the office of the board prior to the
13 first day of February succeeding el ection or appointnent to the
14 office of assessor, the office shall be vacant. [Were] Except
15 as provided in section 501(c), where a vacancy in the office of
16 assessor shall occur by reason of the death, resignation,
17 disqualification or failure to qualify of the duly elected
18 assessor, or where the voters fail to el ect an assessor, the
19 board shall appoint an assessor to fill such vacancy for the
20 unexpired term
21 Section 3. Section 405 of the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.103,
22 No.69), known as The Second C ass Townshi p Code, is repeal ed.
23 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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