PRINTER S No. 417

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 415 =%

I NTRODUCED BY ORI E, RAFFERTY AND BOSCOLA, MARCH 16, 2005

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 16, 2005
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for a drug
court division.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 951 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
§ 951. Court divisions.
(a) Philadel phia County.--The Court of Conmon Pl eas of
Phi | adel phia County shall have the follow ng divisions:
(1) Trial division.
(2) O phans' court division.
(3) Famly court division.
(b) Al egheny County.--The Court of Common Pl eas of
Al | egheny County shall have the follow ng divisions:
(1) Gvil division.
(2) Crimnal division.

(3) O phans' court division.
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(4) Famly division.

(c) Oher separate orphans' court divisions.--The courts of
common pl eas of Beaver, Berks, Bucks, Canbria, Chester, Dauphin,
Del aware, Erie, Fayette, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lehigh, Luzerne,
Mont gonery, Schuyl kill, Washi ngton, Westnorel and and York
counties shall each have a separate orphans' court division.

(d) Judicial districts having no separate orphans' court
division.--1n each judicial district having no separate orphans'
court division, there shall be an orphans' court division
conposed of the court of conmmon pleas of that judicial district.

(e) Change in size of divisions.--The nunber of judges
constituting a division may be increased or reduced by order of
t he governing authority.

(f) Drug court division.--The courts of conmmpbn pl eas of any

county or judicial district may establish a separate drug court

di vision.

Section 2. Title 42 is anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 954. Drug court divisions.

(a) Establishnent.--The court of conmmon pl eas of any county

or judicial district nay apply for a grant to establish a drug

court division.

(b) (Objectives.--The drug court division shall have the

foll ow ng objectives:

(1) |Increased cooperati on between the crinmnal justice

and drug rehabilitati on systens.

(2) Faster case processing tine.

(3) Inproved access to necessary services and support.

(4) Increased services for offenders with drug abuse

(5) Reduced recidivism
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(6) Continued judicial supervision, including periodic

review of prelimnarily qualified offenders with drug abuse

probl ens who are charged wi th ni sdeneanors or nonvi ol ent

of f enses.

(c)

(7) Coordinated delivery of services, including:

(i) Specialized training of | aw enforcenent and

judi ci al personnel to identify and address the needs of a

drug abuse offender.

(ii) Voluntary outpatient or inpatient treatnent, in

the | east restrictive manner appropri ate, as determ ned

by the court, that carries with it the possibility of

di sm ssal of charges of reduced sentenci ng upon

successful conpletion of treatnent.

(iii) Centralized case nmanagenent i nvolving the

consolidation of all of a drug abuse person's cases,

i ncludi ng viol ati ons of probation, and the coordi nati on

of all drug abuse treatnent plans and soci al services,

including life skills training, such as housi ng

pl acenent, vocational training, education, job placenent,

health care and rel apse prevention for each parti ci pant

who requires such services.

(iv) Continuing supervision of treatnment plan

conpliance for a termnot to exceed the maxi num al | owabl e

sentence or probation for the charged rel evant offense

and, to the extent practicable, continuity of nedical or

psychiatric care at the end of the supervi sed peri od.

Contact.--The drug court division shall provide a single

28 point of contact where a defendant with a drug abuse probl em may

29
30

recei ve court-ordered treatnent and support services in

connection with a diversion from prosecuti on, a sentenci ng
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1 alternative or a termof probation or parole.

2 (d) Criteria.--A court of common pleas that establishes a

3 drug court division pursuant to this section may provide the

4 follow ng through the adoption of |ocal rules:

5 (1) Referral to the drug court division.

6 (2) Acceptance, participation and conpletion of drug

7 court prograns.

8 (3) Uilization of designated staff, including, but not
9 l[imted to, a judge of the court of common pl eas, prosecutor,
10 public defender, county drug rehabilitation |iaison and

11 probation officer.

12 (4) Initial and ongoing training for designated staff,
13 as _needed, on the nature of drug abuse and on the treatnent
14 and supportive services available in the comunity.

15 (5) Uilization of community drug abuse rehabilitation
16 providers and other agencies to offer defendants access to
17 i ndi vidualized treatnent services.

18 (6) Provisions for the assessnent of fees for drug court
19 division participants when feasible.

20 (e) Gants.--The Administrative Ofice, in consultation with

21 the Departnment of Public Welfare Ofice of Mental Heal th and

22 Substance Abuse Services, the Departnent of Corrections and the

23 Pennsyl vani a Board of Probati on and Parol e, shall establish

24 nmini rum standards, fundi ng schedul es and procedures for awardi ng

25 grants for the establishnent of drug court divisions, which

26 shall take into consideration, but not be limted to, the

28 (1) Percentage of the incarcerated and/ or supervi sed
29 popul ati on with drug abuse probl ens.
30 (2) Denpnstrated ability to adm ni ster the program
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(3) Denpnstrated ability to devel op effective responses

to provide treatnent and stability for persons w th drug

abuse probl ens.

(4) Denobnstrated history of maxim zi ng Federal, State,

| ocal and private fundi ng sources.

(5) Likelihood that the programw |l continue to operate

after State grant fundi ng ends.

(f) Definition.--As used in this section, the term

"prelimnarily qualified offender with drug abuse probl ens"

neans a_person who:

(1) previously or currently has been di agnosed by a

qualified health professional as having a drug abuse probl em

or

(2) is deened eligible by a designated judge.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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