PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 439 PRINTER S NO. 1267

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 414 =35

| NTRODUCED BY ROBBI NS, JUBELI RER, EARLL, C. WLLI AMS5, RHOADES,
COSTA, CORMAN, PI CCOLA, LAVALLE, ORIE, PILEGE, KITCHEN
TOWLI NSON, VANCE, BOSCCLA, PUNT, CGREENLEAF, STOUT, ERI CKSON
M VH TE, WOZNI AK, LEMMOND, RAFFERTY, LOGAN, D. WHI TE,
GORDNER, TARTAGLI ONE AND O PAKE, MARCH 21, 2005

SENATOR RHOADES, EDUCATI ON, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 25, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” establishing the Science Technol ogy
Partnership Program and providing for State grants.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTI CLE XV-F

SCI ENCE_TECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHI PS

Secti on 1501-F. Scope.

This article relates to science technol ogy partnerships.

Secti on 1502-F. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Departnent." The Departnent of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Hi gher education institution." Any public or private two-

vear or four-year or hi gher postsecondary institution in this

Commpnweal th that has been accredited at the coll ege | evel by an

accredi ti ng agency recogni zed by the Federal Secretary of

Educat i on.

"Nonpublic school." A penprofit school, other than a public <—

school within this Commonweal th, wherein a resident of this

Commpnweal th may leqgally fulfill the conpul sory schoo

attendance requi renents of this act and which neets the

requi renents of Title VI of the Cvil R ghts Act of 1964 (Public

Law 88-352, 78 Stat. 241).

"Program " The Sci ence Technol ogy Partnershi p Program

established in section 1503-F (relating to Sci ence Technol ogy

Part nershi p Program .

"Public school." Any school owned or operated by a public

school district established under this act, including any school

est abl i shed pursuant to Article XVII-A (relating to charter

school s) .
"School." A public or nonpublic school
"Sci ence technol ogy partnership” or "partnership." A science

t echnol ogy partnershi p establi shed under section 1504-F

(relating to science technol ogy partnerships).

"Scientific or technical equipnment." Technical or electronic

equi pnent used in teachi ng sci ence courses, including | aboratory

equi pnent. The equi pnent may i ncl ude equi pnent that i s not

routinely used in the teaching of science but that is commpnly

used in the workpl ace and the fields of health, environnent,
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scientific research, biology, chenm stry, geol ogy or other earth

sci ences, physics or any other scientific field.

"Secretary." The Secretary of Educati on of the Commonweal t h.

Secti on 1503-F. Sci ence Technol ogy Partnershi p Program

(a) Establishnent.--The Sci ence Technol ogy Partnership

Programis hereby established. The purpose of the program shal

be to i nprove science education in schools and school districts

that are menbers of science technol ogy partnershi ps by:

(1) WMaking scientific or technical equi pnent avail abl e

to students.

(2) Augnenting the science curricul um

(3) Providing additi onal professional devel opnent

opportunities to educators in the sciences.

(b) Admnistration.--The departnent shall adninister a grant

program that awards grants to qualified hi gher educati on

institutions that are nenbers of the sci ence technol ogy

part ner shi ps.

(c) Criteria for funding.--To inplenment the program the

departnent shall request proposals from hi gher educati on

institutions that are nenbers of science technol ogy

part nershi ps. andrmay awardgrantsto-suchinstitutionsthat TO
RECElI VE A GRANT UNDER SUBSECTI ON (D), AN | NSTI TUTI ON MUST neet

all of the following criteri a:

(1) Have established a partnership consistent with the

requi renents of section 1504-F (relating to science

t echnol ogy partnershi ps) and provided a copy of the

partnershi p agreenent to the departnent.

(2) Denpnstrate how the partnership will nmake sci ence

t echnol ogy equi pnent avail able to students enrolled in

school s that are partnershi p nenbers.
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(3) Denpnstrate how the partnership will augnent the

sci ence curriculumof schools that are partnershi p nenbers.

(4) Denpnstrate how the partnership will provide

addi ti onal professional devel opnent opportunities to

educators enpl oyed by schools or school districts that are

part nershi p nenbers.

(5) Have adopted a proposed budget describing the

scientific and techni cal equi pnent that will be purchased or

| eased with grant funds.

(d) Gant awards.--The departnent shall award grants to

hi gher education instituti ons that are—egualifiedapplicants NMEET
THE CRI TERI A FOR FUNDI NG UNDER SUBSECTION (C). Grants shall be

used for the purchase or | ease of scientific or technical

equi pnent and for the devel opnment of prograns of instruction for

menbers of a partnership.

Secti on 1504-F. Sci ence technol ogy partnerships.

(a) Establishnent.--A higher education institution may form

a partnership with schools or school districts AND NAY

SUBCONTRACT W TH A NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATION I'N ORDER TO | MPLEMENT

THE PARTNERSHI P AGREEMENT UNDER SUBSECTION (B). A partnership

must i nclude a m ni num of three public schools or school

districts.

(b)Y Partnership agreenent.--The hi gher education institution

and the schools or school districts shall enter into a witten

agreenent defining the responsibilities of the partnership

menbers. The agreenment shall include all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The responsibilities of the hi gher educati on

institution in providing services to each partnershi p menber.

(2) The responsibilities of the schools or school

districts in coordinating with the hi gher educati on
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i nstitution.

(3) A description of the scientific or technical

equi pnent that shall be provided to each partnershi p nenber.

(4) A description of the program of instruction that

will be provided to each partnershi p nenber by the hi gher

educati on institution.

(5) The courses of science instruction and grade | evel s

that will be augnented by scientific or techni cal equi pnent

t hrough the partnership and how scientific or technical

equi pnent will be used to augment such courses of

i nstruction.

(6) The manner in which access to scientific or

t echni cal equi pnent will be provided to students and
teachers.
(7) The professional devel opnent activities that will be

provi ded to science teachers enpl oyed by partnershi p nmenbers.

(c) Forward to departnent.--To be eligible to participate in

the program a partnership nmust forward a certified copy of its

partnershi p agreenent to the departnent.

Secti on 1505-F. Powers and duti es of departnent.

The departnment shall pronul gate rul es, requl ati ons and

procedures necessary to i npl enent the program

Secti on 1506-F. Annual report.

The secretary shall annually submt a report on the program

to the Governor, the chairman and nmnority chai rnan of the

Educati on Conmittee of the Senate and the chairnan and mnority

chai rman of the Educati on Conm ttee of the House of

Representati ves. The report shall include all of the foll ow ng

i nfornmati on:

(1) A description of the types of the partnerships
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1 created.

2 (2) The nunber of higher education institutions, schools
3 and school districts participating in the program as nenbers
4 of the partnerships.

5 (3) The nunber of students participating in the program
6 (4) The dollar anmount of grants awarded to each higher
7 education institution and a sunmary of the institution's

8 expenditures on services related to the partnershinp.

9 (5) An assessnent of the inpact of the programon the
10 scientific know edge of students participating in the
11 program
12 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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