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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 212 5

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, TOW.I NSON, COSTA, WOZN AK, LEMVOND,
ORI E, KITCHEN, LOGAN, BOSCCOLA, STACK AND RAFFERTY,
FEBRUARY 8, 2005

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, FEBRUARY 8, 2005
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AN ACT

Providing for the Departnent of Transportation to conduct a
study on school zone safety.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the School Zone
Safety Study Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Transportation of the
Commonweal t h.

"School zone." The section of a highway that is located in
the vicinity of a school where school children, school traffic
or their activities may affect the traffic on the highway, as

provided for in 75 Pa.C.S. 8 3365(b) (relating to special speed
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l[imtations).
Section 3. School zone safety study.

The departnent shall conduct a study of school zone safety
wi th special enphasis on the traffic-control devices that
i ndi cate the beginning and the end of the school zone and the
school zone speed limt. The study shall consider:

(1) Wether changes should be nade in the design or
pl acenent of the traffic-control devices to nake them nore
visible to drivers.

(2) \Wether changes should be nade in the hours of
operation of the traffic-control devices to make the hours of
operation nore conpatible with activities taking place in and
around school s.

(3) Whether currently installed traffic-control devices
are properly mai ntained and not bl ocked by foliage or other
obstructions.

(4) \Wether other changes are necessary in school zones
to pronote the safety of school children and school
enpl oyees.

(5) Wether changes should be nade by legislation or in
regul ations that would result in safer school zones.

Section 4. Cooperation of other agencies.

The Departnent of Education, other State agencies and
political subdivisions shall cooperate with the departnment by
providing any information that the departnment requests for the
study conducted under this act.

Section 5. Report.

Wthin one year of the effective date of this act, the

departnent shall report to the Governor and to the General

Assenbly on the results of the study conducted under this act.
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The report shall include admnistrative recommendati ons and a
plan for inplenenting those recomendations. In addition, the
report shall include any |egislative recormendations resulting
fromthe study.

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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