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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 824 5%

| NTRODUCED BY GANNON, B. SM TH, PHI LLIPS, CRAHALLA, DERMCDY,
GECORCE, FREEMAN, WANSACZ, MJSTI O PI STELLA, SATHER, JAMES,
SAYLOR, BEBKO-JONES, PETRONE, RAPP, S| PTROTH, FAI RCH LD
SAI NATO, CRUZ, BEYER, CAPPELLI, CLYMER, HESS, MAJOR,
READSHAW VEON, TI GUE, SOLOBAY, COHEN, CALTAG RONE, LEDERER,
LEACH, GOODVAN, ADOLPH, YUDI CHAK, SONNEY, HERSHEY, BOYD,
PALLONE, MUNDY, FRANKEL, E. Z. TAYLOR, HARHAI AND G NGRI CH,
JUNE 30, 2006

AS AVENDED, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, OCTOBER 24, 2006
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to
undertake a review of the existing Federal and State
statutory and regulatory authority as it relates to the
oversi ght of freight and passenger rail transportation
systenms in this Commonweal t h.
WHEREAS, The House of Representatives recogni zes the need for
a safe and secure network of passenger and freight rail in this
Commonweal th and the need to prepare for, prevent and respond to
natural disasters, terrorist attacks or hazardous materials
i ncidents associated with our passenger and freight
transportati on systens; and
WHEREAS, This Commonweal th's extensive rail transportation
infrastructure is essential to the flow of goods and peopl e
across this Commonweal th and the nation, and interference with

that flow of comrerce and peopl e coul d have serious nationa

reper cussi ons; and
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WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania's governnment is a | eader anong the
states in investing in railroad devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th contributes to the econom c
vitality of passenger and freight railroads through the Rai
Frei ght Assistance Program and by providing funding through the
General Fund appropriation to the Departnent of Transportation,
grant assistance in the State capital budget and | ow i nterest
| oans through State infrastructure banks; and

WHEREAS, The residents of this Comonweal th depend on
railroads to deliver goods, provide enploynent, stinulate the
econony and provi de a nmeans of passenger transportation; and

WHEREAS, In the case of any disaster, attack or incident, the
prepared responsi veness of the transportation industry and its
enpl oyees will be of the utnobst inportance; and

WHEREAS, It is acknow edged that the freight and passenger
rail transportation systens and those industries utilizing
freight rail have worked and continue to work with the Federal
and State governnents to enhance existing safety and security

nmeasures and systens and continue to inplenent new procedures

AND SYSTEMS; THEREFORE BE | T <—
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the

Legi sl ati ve Budget and Finance Conmittee to undertake a review

of the existing Federal and State statutory and regul atory

authority as it relates to the oversight of freight and

passenger rail transportation systens in this Commonweal t h; and
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be it further

RESCLVED, That, during the course of the review of rel evant
Federal and State statutes and regul ations, the Legislative
Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee contact the appropriate Federal and
St at e agenci es which have oversight for the safety and security
of passenger and freight rail; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the review include the follow ng:

(1) The need, if any, to inprove the security of rai
infrastructure and facilities, termnals, tunnels, rai
bridges, rail switching areas and other rail-related areas.

(2) The status of inplenentation of technology to reduce
the incidents of human error in rail accidents and
o ail hich | I he| : |
acetrdents—and—derat-rents— DERAI LMVENTS.

(3) Training of railroad enployees in safety and
security neasures;.

(4) THE CONTI NUI NG SAFETY AND SECURI TY OF CARGO | MPORTED
| NTO AND THROUGH THI S COVWONVEALTH ON RAI LROADS, | NCLUDI NG
THE DI STRI BUTI ON CHAI N OF FREI GHT FROM PCORTS TO TRUCKI NG TO
RAI LROADS AND BACKUP SYSTEMS REQUI RED TO ENSURE THE SAFE
OPERATI ON OF CRI TI CAL ELEMENTS I N THE EVENT OF AN | NCI DENT.

(5) THE TRAI NI NG OF RAI LROAD EMPLOYEES | N TERRORI SM
RESPONSE ACTI VI Tl ES.

(6) PASSENGER AND CARGO SECURI TY PROTECTI ON SYSTEMS

and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Comm ttee
make a report of its review to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and to the Transportation Conmittee and the
Vet erans Affairs and Energency Preparedness Committee within two

years of the adoption of this resolution.
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