PRINTER S NO. 4067

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. /97 %"

I NTRODUCED BY S. H SM TH, READSHAW HUTCH NSON, ALLEN, ARGALL,
ARMSTRONG, BAKER, BALDW N, BARRAR, BEBKO- JONES, BELFANTI
BEYER, BUNT, CALTAGQ RONE, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, Cl VERA, PHI LLIPS,
CLYMER, COHEN, CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, DALEY
DENLI NGER, DERMODY, DeWEESE, FABRI ZI O, GABI G GEI ST, GEORGE
G LLESPI E, G NG&RI CH, HARHART, HARRI' S, HERVAN, HERSHEY, HESS,
JAMES, M KELLER, LEDERER, LEH MAHER, MNAI TLAND, MAJOR,
MARKGOSEK, MARSI CO, M LLARD, MJSTI O, PALLONE, PAYNE, QU GLEY,
PI STELLA, PYLE, RAMALEY, RElICHLEY, ROSS, RUBLEY, SAYLOR,
SEMVEL, SHANER, S| PTROTH, B. SM TH, STABACK, STERN
R STEVENSQON, SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR, TURZAI, WALKO, WANSACZ,
WATSON, WLT, WOINAROSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 15, 2006

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, MAY 15, 2006
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the United States Secretary of the Interior to consider a
change to the National Park Service policy that prohibits
changes to words, phrases, facts or spellings on historic
monunent s, specifically the Pennsylvania Menorial at
Gettysburg National Mlitary Park, Gettysburg, Pennsyl vani a.
WHEREAS, The National Park Service has cared for CGettysburg
National Mlitary Park since 1933 as a synbol of Anmerica's
struggle to survive as a nation and as a lasting nenorial to the
arm es and soldiers who served in that great conflict; and
WHEREAS, The National Park Service has determ ned that the
nmonunents are historic in their own right because they were |eft
behi nd by those who fought there and that today we do not have

t he connection, the insight or the personal judgnent of the

vet erans who placed themon the battlefield; and
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WHEREAS, The Pennsylvania Menorial is one of nore than 1, 300
monunent s, nmenorials and markers in Gettysburg National Mlitary
Park, the vast mgjority of which were placed on the battlefield
by the battle veterans thensel ves; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vania Menorial, constructed by the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania in 1909-1910, is adorned with
bronze plaques around its base that |ist the Pennsyl vania
regiments and batteries that participated in the Battle of
Gettysburg, along with a |ist of the Pennsylvanians in each unit
who were present during the three-day battle; and

WHEREAS, This project presented the nonunment comm ssion with
speci al problens as the records and nuster rolls were still in
t he possession of the War Departnent and they encountered
numer ous spelling and statistical difficulties; and

WHEREAS, Due to the difficulties encountered by the nonunent
conmi ssion, corrections were nade to the tablets after the
dedi cati on of the nmonunment on Septenber 27, 1910; and

WHEREAS, Since the tablets on the Pennsylvania Menorial were
changed following its dedication, it is disingenuous to claim
that providing for sone nethodol ogy for the addition of nanes or
other information to the nonunment would dimnish its historic
character; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania urge the United States Secretary of
the Interior to consider a change to the National Park Service
policy that prohibits changes to words, phrases, facts or
spellings on historic nmonunents to allow in some manner for the
addition of verified nanes or information to the Pennsyl vani a
Menorial at CGettysburg National Mlitary Park, GCettysburg,

Pennsyl vani a; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, to the Secretary of the
Interior, Departnment of the Interior, 1849 C Street, N W,

Washi ngton DC 20240, to the presiding officers of each house of
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Congress and to each nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.

C13L82DMs/ 20060H0757R4067 - 3 -



