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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 696 %%

| NTRODUCED BY VEON, DeWEESE, BELARDI, BEYER, BOYD, CALTAG RONE,
D. EVANS, FRANKEL, JAMES, LaGROITA, LEH, MACKERETH
MANDERI NO, MANN, MJSTI O, PALLONE, PARKER, READSHAW RUBLEY,
SANTONI, SAYLOR, SIPTROTH, SOLOBAY, STURLA, SURRA, TANGRETTI,
E. Z. TAYLOR THOVAS, Tl GUE, WHEATLEY, GEORGE, YUDI CHAK
BELFANTI , ROEBUCK, KOTI K, BUXTON, BLACKWELL, WALKO, STABACK,
GOCDMVAN, LEACH, CURRY, MJNDY, WANSACZ, SHAPI RO, JOSEPHS AND
GRUCELA, APRIL 5, 2006

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 5, 2006

O (o0} ~ » GORrWNEF

[ T N Y S ST
o o0 A W N R O

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to
conduct a conprehensive Statew de costing-out study
concerning the educational resources and rel ated costs

necessary to support the expectations for academ c

proficiency for all students.

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly is charged under the provisions
of the Constitution of Pennsylvania to provide for a thorough
and efficient system of public education to serve the needs of
t his Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, State policies that have established Statew de
academ c standards and assessnents have created in |aw the
expectation that all students will achieve defined proficiencies
in core academ c subjects; and

WHEREAS, The goal of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act of

2001 providing that all students will denonstrate proficiency in

readi ng, witing, science and math by 2014 is supported through
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State policies in Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, These anbitious expectations for academ c success
for all students are appropriate and necessary to serve the
interests of each student and this Conmmonwealth in a tinme of
changi ng State and nati onal econom es and gl obal conpetition for
our citizens and busi nesses; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th has stated through policy that it
val ues these anbitious expectations for all students and that
students and schools will be held accountable for their
acconpl i shnent; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that State policynmakers and the
publi ¢ know and understand the educati onal resources and rel ated
costs necessary to support the expectations for academ c
proficiency for all students; and

WHEREAS, AlIl children should be afforded access to quality
public education no natter where they live or their famlies’
i ncone; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a needs to establish and nmai ntain an
effective Statew de system of funding public education in this
Conmmonweal th; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
direct the Legislative Budget and Finance Comm ttee to conduct
or otherw se provide for a conprehensive Statew de costing-out
study to:

(1) determ ne what educational resources and rel ated
expenditures are required to provide a high-quality preschool
to grade 12 education for each student in the public schools
t hroughout this Commonweal th, consistent with the
Commonweal th' s system of academ ¢ standards and assessnents;

and
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(2) consider extraordinary needs of students and school s
attributable to circunstances such as poverty, limted
English proficiency and disabilities;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Comm ttee
may hire or retain consultants as necessary to assist in the
performance of its duties under this resolution; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
may issue an interimreport; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
provide a final report of its findings and recomendati ons by
Novenber 30, 2006, to the nenbers of the General Assenbly; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That upon receipt of the final report, the CGeneral
Assenbly pronmptly review and consi der the reconmendati ons of the
study and devel op |l egislation as deenmed appropriate for its

consi derati on.
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