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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 563 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SCAVELLO, ARGALL, BAKER, BALDW N, BEBKO- JONES,
BEYER, Bl ANCUCCI, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, COHEN, CORNELL
CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, CRUZ, DENLI NGCER, Di G ROLAMD,
DONATUCCI, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O FEESE, FICHTER, FLEAGLE,
FORCI ER, GABI G GEI ST, GEORGE, G LLESPIE, G NGRICH, GOOD,
GOCDVAN, GRUCELA, HERMVAN, HERSHEY, HESS, JAMES, KILLI ON,
KOTI K, LEACH, LEDERER, LEH, MAJOR, MNANN, MARKOSEK, MG LL,
Mel LHATTAN, M LLARD, MJUSTI O MYERS, PALLONE, PARKER
PH LLI PS, PICKETT, PISTELLA, RAPP, READSHAW REl CHLEY,
ROBERTS, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SANTONI, SATHER
SHANER, SHAPI RO, SI PTROTH, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, THOVAS,
TI GUE, TRUE, TURZAI, WALKO, WOJINAROCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND ZUG,
JANUARY 31, 2006

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JANUARY 31, 2006
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A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng 2006 as the "Year of Polio Education.”

WHEREAS, 2005 marked the 50th anniversary of the injectable
killed polio vaccine; and

WHEREAS, Polio vaccines have virtually elimnated naturally
occurring polio in the United States but not in other parts of
t he world; and

VWHEREAS, As few as 57% of Anerican children receive all doses
of necessary vaccines during chil dhood, including the polio
vacci ne; and

VWHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

recommends that every child in the United States receive al
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doses of inactivated polio vaccine; and

WHEREAS, The success of this polio vaccine has caused peopl e
to forget that 1.63 mllion Americans born before its
devel opnent had polio during epidemcs in the 20th century; and

WHEREAS, At |east 70% of paralytic polio survivors and 40% of
nonparal ytic polio survivors devel op post-polio sequel ae, the
unexpected and often disabling synptons which occur up to 35
years after a poliovirus attack, including overwhel m ng fatigue,
nmuscl e weakness, muscle and joint pain, sleep disorders,
hei ght ened sensitivity to anesthesia, cold pain and difficulty
swal | owi ng and breat hi ng; and

WHEREAS, 2006 marks the 132nd anni versary of the diagnosis of
the first case of post-polio sequel ae and the 22nd anniversary
of the creation of the International Post-Polio Task Force; and

WHEREAS, Research and clinical work by nenbers of the
International Post-Polio Task Force led to the discovery that
post-polio sequel ae can be treated and prevented if polio
survivors are taught to conserve energy and use assistive
devices to stop damaging and killing the overworked, poliovirus-
damaged neurons in the spinal cord and brain that survived the
polio attack; and

WHEREAS, Many nedi cal professionals and polio survivors do
not know of the existence of post-polio sequelae or the
avai |l abl e treatnents; and

VWHEREAS, The mission of the International Post-Polio Task
Force includes educating nedical professionals and the world's
20 mllion polio survivors about post-polio sequel ae through The
Post-Polio Letter Canpaign, The Post-Polio Institute at New
Jersey's Engl ewood Hospital and Medical Center, The Polio

Par adox and tel evision public service announcenents provi ded by
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1 the National Broadcasting Conpany; and

2 WHEREAS, It is appropriate to observe 2006 as the "Year of

3 Polio Education"; therefore be it

4 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the

5 need for every child in the United States and throughout the

6 world to be vaccinated agai nst polio and acknow edge the battle
7 against post-polio sequel ae fought by the 1.63 mllion Anmericans
8 who have survived polio; and be it further

9 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives request that
10 appropriate Federal departments and agenci es educate the people
11 of the United States about the need for polio vaccination and
12 educate polio survivors and nedical professionals in the United
13 States about the cause and treatnment of post-polio sequel ae; and
14 be it further
15 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives support the goals
16 and ideals of observing 2006 as the "Year of Polio Education” to
17 pronote vaccination and post-polio sequel ae educati on.

A9L82RLE/ 20060H0563R3461 - 3 -



