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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 539 5

| NTRODUCED BY NAI LOR, ADOLPH, FEESE, ARGALL, GABI G GRELL,
MARSI CO, BAKER, BALDW N, BUNT, CAUSER, Cl VERA, CLYMER
CORNELL, CREI GHTON, DENLI NGER, D G ROLAMO, ELLIS, FAI RCHI LD,
FORCI ER, GEI ST, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GODSHALL, HERMAN,
HERSHEY, HESS, HUTCH NSON, M KELLER, KILLION, LEH
MACKERETH, MAI TLAND, MAJOR, Ml LH NNEY, MNAUGHTON, M COZZI E,
M LLARD, R MLLER N CKO., PERZEL, PETRI, PH LLIPS, PICKETT,
QUI GLEY, RAPP, ROSS, RUBLEY, SATHER, SAYLOR, SEMVEL
S. H SMTH SONNEY, R STEVENSON, T. STEVENSON, WATSON, WLT
AND ZUG, DECEMBER 13, 2005

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
DECEMBER 13, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Departnent of Environnental Protection to place a
noratoriumon all actions required of affected entities
relating to inplenmentation of the Pennsyl vani a Chesapeake Bay

Tributary Strategy for a period of nine nonths fromthe date

t he adoption of this resolution.

WHEREAS, The Chesapeake Bay is the nation's | argest estuary,
with its watershed spanni ng 64,000 square mles, including parts
of six states and the District of Colunbia; and

WHEREAS, The Chesapeake Bay is a biologically diverse area
that provides habitat for nore than 3,600 species of plants,
fish and shel |l fish; and

WHEREAS, The Chesapeake Bay has the hi ghest |and-to-water
ratio of any estuary in the world, allowing the bay to be

susceptible to activities that take place on surroundi ng | ands;

and
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WHEREAS, These activities have led to a decline in the
overall environnmental quality of the Chesapeake Bay including a
decline in water clarity, oyster and fish popul ati ons and
underwat er grasses that provide habitat for various species of
shel I fish; and

WHEREAS, The Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA) has found
t hrough nunerous studies of the Chesapeake Bay that excess
nutrients fromagricultural devel opnment, popul ati on growth and
di scharges from wastewater treatnent plants along with
over harvesting, habitat |oss and di sease have contributed to an
overall decline in the aquatic health and environnental quality
of the bay; and

WHEREAS, The environnental status of the bay has led the
Chesapeake Bay Commri ssion, a tristate |egislative assenbly
conprising Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, the D strict of
Col unbi a and the EPA, to adopt voluntary agreenments to restore
the environnmental integrity of the bay; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th has recogni zed the role it nust
play in being a contributing partner with the other Chesapeake
Bay Conm ssion states in helping to i nprove the environnental
wel | -being of the bay and has worked diligently over the | ast
two decades to inplenent prograns that will inprove the waters
of the bay; and

WHEREAS, In the nost recent voluntary agreenent, the
parti ci pati ng Chesapeake Bay Conmi ssion states established an
agenda for environnmental inprovenents to the bay calling for
initiatives that will further address restoring vital habitats,
wat er quality and devel opi ng sound | and use practices that wll
mai ntai n reduced pol | utant | oadi ngs for the bay; and

WHEREAS, The Departnment of Environnmental Protection has
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rel eased "Pennsyl vani a's Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy" in
response to these initiatives that calls for the reductions of
ni trogen, phosphorus and sedi nent entering the Susquehanna and
Pot omac Ri ver basins and eventual ly, the Chesapeake Bay; and

WHEREAS, These pollutants cone from agricul tural sources,
stormwater runoff, wastewater treatnment plants, septic systens,
forested | ands and at nospheric deposition; and

WHEREAS, The strategy envisions that nmajor stakehol ders,
i ncluding the agricultural conmunity, |ocal governnent,
i ndi vi dual homeowners, busi nesses and | and devel opers, will need
to contribute nore than $8 billion to achieve this pollutant
reduction effort by the year 2010; and

WHEREAS, The costs associated with corrective actions are not
commensurate with available financial resources fromthe
Federal, State or |local governnments and may require a
di sproportionate financial burden being placed upon individual
citizens, businesses and farnmers through increased rates, taxes,
fees or new practices; and

WHEREAS, Through the course of testinony during public
nmeetings on the strategy in both the Senate and the House of
Representati ves, a nunber of issues were raised regarding:

(1) the participation of major stakeholders in
devel opi ng the strategy;

(2) whether the chosen activities and expenditures
outlined in the strategy represent the best investnent of
public and private noneys to acconplish overall nutrient
reducti on goal s;

(3) the lack of any legislative or regulatory initiative
to provide a review and oversi ght process that ensures

adequate public review and comment; and
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(4) consideration of alternative approaches;

and

WHEREAS, These public neetings further highlighted the fact
that the key el ements necessary to facilitate inplenmentation of
the strategy in the formof a workable nutrient trading program
and a watershed permtting process are not yet fully devel oped
and depl oyed; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives fully support efforts
directed to the environnental inprovenent of the Chesapeake Bay
and its surroundi ng wat ershed provi ded those efforts can be
clearly denonstrated to yield the environnental benefits sought
for the financial resources expended w thout creating a
di sproportionate financial burden on the taxpayers of this
Commonweal th or sacrificing inportant and needed econom c
devel opnent projects to nove forward; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Department of Environnmental Protection to place a noratoriumon
all actions required of affected entities relating to
i npl enentati on of the Pennsylvani a Chesapeake Bay tributary
strategy for a period of nine nonths fromthe date of the
adoption of this Resolution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That during this period the Departnent of
Envi ronnental Protection be directed to:

(1) inplement a formal strategy stakehol der process to
obtain further input from major stakehol ders, the general
public and the General Assenbly;

(2) determne the specific costs associated with
i npl enmenting various nutrient reduction strategies and their
ef fects upon the various sectors responsible for inplenenting

t hese strategies;
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(3) determne the specific environnmental benefits
associated with each nutrient reduction strategy and the
overall effect that these prograns will have on inproving the
water quality of the bay, its tributaries and downstream
wat er s;
(4) explore alternatives to the strategy as initially
proposed i n Decenber 2004; and
(5) fully identify whether there are sufficient
financial resources to adequately and uniformy inplenment the
possi bl e nutrient reduction strategies that nay be needed;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Departnment of Environnental Protection be
directed to report to the House of Representatives the results
of the actions taken by the departnent as directed by this
Resol ution through a conprehensive revision of the strategy
dat ed Decenber 2004 that shall include a public participation
process that ensures full engagenent of all inpacted

st akehol ders and the General Assenbly.
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