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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 500 5

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, READSHAW CALTAGQ RONE, CAPPELLI,
CAWLEY, CLYMER, COHEN, CRAHALLA, DALEY, DeLUCA, DENLI NGER
DeWEESE, DI VEN, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O FI CHTER, CGEORGE, GERCELY,
G NGRI CH, GOOD, GOODMVAN, GRUCELA, JOSEPHS, KOTI K, MANN,
MARKGOSEK, NAI LOR, PISTELLA, BELARDI, REI CHLEY, ROCSS,
SCAVELLO, SHANER, SOLOBAY, STABACK, SURRA, THOVAS, Tl GUE
YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, DERMODY, PETRONE, KI RKLAND, LEVDANSKY
AND FRANKEL, NOVEMBER 1, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
NOVEMBER 1, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the General Assenbly to reinstate funding for the

Pennsyl vani a Departnment of Environnmental Protection's Sewage

Treatment Pl ant Operations Grant Program

WHEREAS, Act 339 of 1953 was enacted by the General Assenbly
to preserve and inprove the purity of the waters of this
Commonweal th by providing | ocal governnents with the funding
needed t hrough the Sewage Treatnent Plant Operations Gant to
construct and naintain sewage treatnment plants in accordance
with the Cdean Streans Program and

WHEREAS, Local governments and nuni ci pal authorities cannot
be expected to further invest and repl ace Pennsylvania' s agi ng
infrastructure, including sewage treatnent facilities, w thout
t he acquired financial resources to do so; and

WHEREAS, The Sewage Treatnent Pl ant Operations G ant hel ped

| ocal governments and nunicipal authorities defray costs
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associated with acquiring, operating and inproving the
infrastructure of sewage treatnent plants; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly has failed to include funding
for the Sewage Treatnent Plant Operations Gant Programin the
St at e budget since fiscal year 2003-2004; and

WHEREAS, Over the past 50 years, the Sewage Treatnent Pl ant
Qperations Grant Program has provi ded $875, 000, 000 i n subsi di es
to munici pal and sewage authorities, school districts and
counties; and

WHEREAS, The Sewage Treatnent Pl ant Operations G ant Program
has hel ped nore than 1,000 recipients Statew de finance the
construction, operation and mai ntenance of sewage treat nment
facilities; and

WHEREAS, Although other prograns at the Federal and State
| evel have been devel oped to minim ze | ocal governnments' costs
associated with constructing and operati ng sewage treat nment
facilities, the Sewage Treatnent Plant Operations G ant Program
is vital to the nmanagenent and nmi nt enance of sewage facilities
and a wel cone source of |ocal governnent funding; and

WHEREAS, Elimnation of funding fromthe Sewage Treat nment
Pl ant QOperations Grant Program has caused nuni ci pal authorities
to inplenent significant rate increases for sewage operations,
causing greater financial hardship for elderly custoners and
| ow-i ncome famlies already troubled by ever-increasing hone
energy costs; and

WHEREAS, The | oss of Sewage Treatnent Plant Operations G ant
Program fundi ng has a significant inpact on |ocal governnents'
budgets and has contributed to nunicipality borrowi ng from ot her
arenas, affecting construction of other itens; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Ceneral
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Assenbly to reinstate funding for the Sewage Treatnent Pl ant
Qperations Grant Program and be it further

RESCLVED, That this funding be inplenmented as soon as
possi bl e to assist |ocal governnents' sewage treatnent plant

costs and thereby avoid unnecessary fee increases to
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subscri bers.

J4L82VsP/ 20050H0500R3004 - 3 -



