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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 459 5

I NTRODUCED BY MAHER, OCTOBER 17, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Procl ai m ng Cctober 2005 as "Pregnancy and | nfant Loss Awareness

Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Each year, approximately a mllion pregnancies in

the United States end in mscarriage, stillbirth or the death of

t he newborn child; and

WHEREAS, Cbservance of "Pregnancy and |Infant Loss Awareness
Mont h" offers us the opportunity to increase our understanding
of the great tragedy involved in the deaths of unborn and
newborn babi es; and

VWHEREAS, It al so enables us to consider how, as individuals
and communities, we can neet the needs of bereaved parents and
fam ly menbers through work to prevent causes of these probl ens;
and

WHEREAS, Heal th care professionals recognize that trends of
recent years, such as smaller famly size and postponenent of
chi | dbearing, add further poignancy to the grief of parents who

have | ost infants; and
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VHEREAS, More than 700 international, national and | oca
support groups are supplying prograns and strategi es designed to
hel p parents cope with their |oss; and

VWHEREAS, Parents who have suffered their own | osses, health
care professionals and specially trained hospital staff nenbers
are hel ping newy bereaved parents deal constructively with
| oss; and

WHEREAS, A Pennsyl vani a- based organi zati on, the Angel Teddy
Bear Foundation, provides teddy bears to hospitals, which the
hospitals give to parents of stillborn and neonatal |oss babies
and to parents of babies |ost through m scarriage; and

WHEREAS, Cctober is "National Pregnancy and Infant Loss
Awar eness Month," and Cctober 15th is considered the national
day of awareness; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives proclai m Cctober
2005 as "Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month" in

Pennsyl vani a.
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