PRINTER s N0 1310

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Council of the City of Philadel phia to authorize the
council's Conmttee on Public Safety to conduct public
heari ngs to exam ne and anal yze the conmunity reentry process
of ex-offenders and persons under authority of the crim nal
justice system hear testinony and collect data on rel ated
public, private and conmunity-based prograns and policy
efforts so as to determ ne what actions council may take to
hel p deliver the resources and support required to operate
and pronote such prograns and policies.
WHEREAS, |ncarceration rates in Anerica--an estinmated 680 per
100, 000, second highest in the world--and the United States
pri son popul ation--now nore than 2 mllion--have experienced
massi ve i ncreases and have reached record | evel s continuously
over the last 20 years according to nunerous studies and
reports, resulting in devastating econom c and soci al inpact and
consequences for mllions of individuals and fam|lies, hundreds
of conmmunities and nmunicipalities and countless public and
private entities; and
WHEREAS, National figures report corrections and associ at ed
crimnal justice expenditures exceeding $50 billion a year, and

in 2003 a record 6.9 mllion adults in the United States were
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i ncarcerated, on parole or probation, conprising 3.2%of the
total population or 1 out of every 32 United States citizens,
along with a record 4.8 mllion adults under sone form of
crimnal justice supervision, representing a per annumrel ease
rate of nore than 774,500 persons; and

WHEREAS, Rel eased of fenders/prisoners head for and back to a
concentrat ed nunber of |arge states, |ike Pennsylvania, and
speci fic concentrated counties within those states, |ike
Phi | adel phia, that are already suffering econom c and soci al
stress and strain with dw ndling budget dollars and nounting
public safety, health, education and enpl oynent concerns; and

WHEREAS, These popul ations are primarily conprised of
econonically and soci ally di sadvant aged or depressed
individuals, the realities being that at m dyear 2003 there were
4,834 bl ack nale prisoners per 100,000 black nales in the United
States in prison or jail, conpared to 1,778 Hi spanic mal e
i nmat es per 100, 000 Hi spanic nales, and 681 white nmal e innmates
per 100,000 white nales; the overall rate for males was 1, 309
per 100,000 and for females was 113 per 100,000, with
approximately 120,000 fermales in prison and with fenal es
conprising 13%of all persons in the crimnal justice system
and

VHEREAS, Nationw de nore than half of all incarcerated adults
and two-thirds of all adults involved in the crimnal justice
system are parents to nore than 100 mllion mnor children, and
58% of those m nor children of incarcerated parents are ten
years of age or under; and

WHEREAS, Conservative estinmates report nore than 78,000 nen
and wonren are incarcerated in Pennsylvania State and county

prisons, and the | atest avail able estimtes report the average
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expenditure for incarceration in the Philadel phia Prison System
per person is over $75 a day, with an average head count of over
7,600 per day--anounting to nearly $573,000 per day in
corrections costs and clinbing to an approxi mate total of $44
mllion for the average 76.1-day stay of inmates in the
Phi | adel phia Prison System popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, When the estimted 35,000 prisoners who are rotating
t hrough the Phil adel phia Prison System every year are added to
the 75 people rel eased by the Philadel phia Prison System each
day and that total is conmbined with the nunbers of others
al ready in Phil adel phia comunities under correctional
constraint or supervision, on any given day 51, 000 i ndividuals
are circulating in Philadel phia with active connection to the
crimnal justice system and

WHEREAS, These factors and ot her findings make the mission to
establish effective ways and neans to facilitate |ong-term
successful reentry and reintegration of prisoners and of fenders
into our conmunities a critical governnent priority; and

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has recently
al |l ocated approximately $100 million toward reentry program
strategy and devel opnent through sonme 23 governnent al
departnments and agencies, reflecting a national trend in many
areas around the country to seek innovative nmethods for neeting
t he chal |l enge and reaping the benefits of reentry program
managenent ; and

WHEREAS, The Re-entry Oversight Board and Commttee of the
Phi | adel phia Prison System and the Phil adel phi a Consensus G oup
on Re-entry--both groups conprised of over 30 public/private
agency and organi zational reentry stakehol ders--along with the

Phi | adel phia Prison Soci ety and numerous ot her groups and
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1 prograns involved in educational, vocational and other essenti al
2 social services delivery have taken initiatives to focus

3 attention, garner advocacy and coordinate efforts around this

4 trenendously inportant issue; therefore be it

5 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives urge the Counci

6 of the Gty of Philadel phia to authorize the council's Conmittee
7 on Public Safety to conduct public hearings to exam ne and

8 analyze the community reentry process of ex-offenders and

9 persons under authority of the crimnal justice system hear

10 testinony and collect data on related public, private and

11 communi ty-based prograns and policy efforts so as to determ ne
12 what actions council may take to help deliver the resources and
13 support required to operate and pronote such prograns and

14 policies.
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