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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 165 5

| NTRODUCED BY CGEORGE, MANN, MARKCSEK, DeWEESE, YOUNGBLOOD,
BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, CALTAG RONE, CAWEY, FREENAN, GOCDIVAN,
GRUCELA, LEACH, PALLONE, PISTELLA, READSHAW TI GUE, WALKQ
WATERS, FRANKEL AND JAMES, MARCH 24, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, MARCH 24, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the President and Congress of the United States to
continue to fund the Small Business Adm nistration M crol oan

Program including the Winen's Busi ness Center Program at

| evel s equal to or higher than the current budget.

WHEREAS, The M crocredit Summit has defined mcrocredit as
prograns extending snmall |oans to very poor people for self-
enpl oynment projects that generate incone, allow ng individuals
to care for thenselves and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Target users of these |loans are mi croentrepreneurs
and | owi nconme househol ds; and

WHEREAS, The Association for Enterprise Opportunity and the
m croenterprise devel opnent industry have defined a
m croenterprise as a business with five or fewer enpl oyees which
requi res $35,000 or less in start-up capital and which does not
have access to the traditional conmercial banking sector; and

WHEREAS, According to the Pennsylvania Mcroenterprise

Coalition, mcroenterprises account for 15.7% of all enpl oynment

in the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a; and



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

WHEREAS, There are 809, 008 m croenterprises and 32
m croenterprise devel opment progranms in the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, According to the coalition, mcroenterprise
devel opnent is a strong public investnment with estinmated returns
ranging from $2.06 to $2.72 for every dollar invested; and

WHEREAS, M croenterprise provides noderate-inconme and | ow
i ncome individuals, nostly wonen, an opportunity to create
successful fam |y businesses; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a urge the President and Congress of
the United States to continue to fund the Small Business
Adm ni stration M croloan Program including the Whnen's Busi ness
Center Program at |evels equal to or higher than the current
budget; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President of the United States, the presiding officers of
each house of Congress and to each nmenber of Congress from

Pennsyl vani a.
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