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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 110 S5

| NTRODUCED BY CASORI O, COSTA, KOTI K, PALLONE, SANTONI, READSHAW
MARKOSEK, PETRONE AND WOJNAROSKI, MARCH 1, 2005

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 1, 2005
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the nmonth of March 2005 as "Public Tel evision Mnth"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Public television in the United States began at WQED
in Pittsburgh in 1954 and is beginning its second hal f-century
of service to the Commonwealth and its citizens; and

WHEREAS, Ei ght public television stations: WHYY and WYBE,

Phi | adel phi a; W.VT, Bethlehem WIA Pittston; WTF, Harrisburg;
Penn State Public Broadcasting, State College; WXD, Pittsburgh;
and WQLN, Erie, now provi de broadcast service to 99% of the
Commonweal t h' s househol ds and nonbroadcast service accessible to
every Pennsyl vani an; and

WHEREAS, These eight public television stations and the
Pennsyl vani a Public Tel evision Network that provides the
technical infrastructure connecting themare conmtted to
educate, inform enlighten and entertain the citizens of this
Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, Each station is locally owned and operated, an
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i ncreasingly rare phenonenon in this age of comuni cations
congl onerates, and each station is rooted in and focused on the
needs of its local area; and

WHEREAS, Public television in Pennsylvania provides |ifelong
| earni ng services from preschool through college and work force
devel opnent courses, serves as the backup for the Commonweal th's
ener gency preparedness system partners with cultural and
touri smorgani zations to expand the horizons of Pennsyl vani ans
and produces prograns of |ocal, regional, national and
international interest; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal t h encourages the public tel evision
stations to serve the collective needs of its citizens through
an annual appropriation of |less than $1 per citizen; and

WHEREAS, Public television has |ong been a | eader in
devel opi ng and applying the |latest technology to serve its
viewers, including terrestrial and satellite broadcasting, fiber
optic transm ssion lines, color television and nost recently
digital television, with WTF in Harrisburg becom ng the first
digital television station in this Cormmonweal th and one of the
first seven public television stations nationally to broadcast
digital content in 1998; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a public tel evision stations have all
become i nportant multinedia outlets for education, news,
i nformati on and entertai nnent, using broadcast, |Internet and
publ i shing resources; and

WHEREAS, The stations' investnment in digital technology, wth
assi stance fromthe Comonweal th, has created enornous
opportunities for enhanced and expanded service through
datacasting, multicasting and high-definition television;

therefore be it
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmont h of March 2005 as "Public Tel evision Month" in Pennsyl vania
in recognition of the services public television provides to the

citizens of this Commonweal th; and be it further
congratul ations to the Conmonweal th's eight public tel evision

stations and to the Pennsyl vania Public Tel evision Network for
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5 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives extend
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8 50 years of service to the Commonweal th and offer best w shes
9

for the years to cone.
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