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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 61 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SEMMVEL, B. SM TH, BROWNE, DALLY, HARHART AND
REI CHLEY, FEBRUARY 8, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 16, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to
conduct a study on the use of rifles versus shotguns within
this Commonweal th and recomrend whet her special regul ation
areas shoul d be expanded.

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Gane Comnmi ssi on was established in
1895 and was charged with the "duty to protect, propagate,
manage and preserve the ganme or wildlife of the Commonweal th";
and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly, in the interest of public
safety and proper ganme managenent, further charged the
Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmmi ssion to prescribe the type of firearnms,
amuni tion, bows and arrows usable in this Commonweal th to take
game; and

WHEREAS, On June 1, 1979, the Pennsylvania Ganme Conmi ssion
restricted firearmuse in special regulation areas to the use of
single projectile shotguns and nuzzl el oaders, enlarged the

Sout heast special regulation area and identified Al egheny

County as a second special regulation area; and
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WHEREAS, Suburban sprawl and popul ati on density growh are
expanding within this Commonweal th, and sportswiters have
suggest ed expandi ng exi sting special regulation areas and

desi gnating additional special regulation areas in response to

thi s Callv inlial e . e ineid r i -
recent—hunti-ng—seasoens; and
WHEREAS, For a nunber of years, nmany sportsnen have
antici pated and supported the expansi on of existing special
regul ati on areas and the designation of additional special

regul ati on areas; and <—
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w-thi-n—a—speeial—regulation—area—designhation- therefore be it
RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the

Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmittee to conduct a study on
the use of rifles versus shotguns within this Commonweal t h and
recommend whet her special regulation areas shoul d be expanded;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
contract with a risk assessnent specialist to conduct the study
in coordination with the Pennsylvania Gane Comm ssion; and be it
further
RESCLVED, That the study shall include, but not be limted
to, the follow ng details:
(1) ballistics;
(2) projectile construction;
(3) ©projectile type;
(4) topography;
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(5) land use;
(6) popul ation density;
(7) hunter density; and
(8) structure density;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Legi sl ative Budget and Finance Comm ttee
prepare both a witten and an oral report, within 180 days of

t he adoption of this resolution, and present it to the Gane and
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Fisheries Cormittee of the House of Representatives.
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