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A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zing the responsibility of the Commonweal th to exam ne

the quality and efficiency of its State hi ghway system and

establishing a select coonmittee to consider toll roads.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a has al ways been a world | eader and has
had a rich history of success in toll financing, beginning as
early as 1794 with the Phil adel phia to Lancaster Turnpike; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Turnpi ke was created as the first
al | -weat her superhighway in the nation in 1940; and

WHEREAS, State hi ghways are an integral part of the econom c
and social livelihoods of Pennsylvania's citizens, and this
functioning State hi ghway systemis only as good as the
conmponents whi ch conprise it; and

WHEREAS, The State highway infrastructure, if ignored, can
severely inpact the econom c and environmental well-being of
this Commonweal th and its various comunities; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th shoul d periodically study any and

all opportunities to inprove the safety, maintenance and

efficiency of all nodes and nethods of public and/or private
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transportation available to citizens and travelers in and about
t his Cormonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Fundi ng of Pennsyl vani a's hi ghway system from
Federal, State and | ocal governnent is not expected to
adequately finance the expandi ng demands to preserve and grow
our massive transportation facilities; and

WHEREAS, Mbdern roadway design and construction techni ques
provi de significantly enhanced environnental protection and
control neasures for adjoining natural and manmade environnents;
and

WHEREAS, The construction of new and enhanced roadways as
toll facilities is a neans of providing a critical
transportation facility when it is needed, rather than when or
i f fundi ng beconmes avail abl e t hrough conventi onal funding
nmechani snms; and

WHEREAS, Toll facilities nore directly link user cost with
user benefit and provide a dedicated source of revenue to be
directed toward project cost recovery; and

WHEREAS, | nplenentation of electronic toll collective
technol ogy can mnimze the disruption to notorists often
associated with toll collection activities; and

WHEREAS, Toll facility electronic toll collection systens
provi de the basis for an advanced travel er information system
intelligent transportation systeminplenentation and
col | aborative el ectronic paynent systens incorporating agencies
and services beyond toll road applications; and

WHEREAS, Toll facilities have proven to provide greater
opportunities for enhanced hi ghway safety and operational |evels
of service, and the construction of user fee-based roadways

provi des an equi table manner of distributing cost to both in-

20050H0033R0109 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

State and out-of-State users; and

WHEREAS, Revenues collected fromuser fees can be used to
| everage conventional transportation financing nmechani sns and
create innovative neans of enhancing current revenue sources
wi t hout inpacting anticipated authorization of funds; and

WHEREAS, Alternative transportation nodes such as conmuter
and intercity rail can benefit from highway toll revenues; and

WHEREAS, Specifically the Schuylkill Valley Metrorali
project, and other such projects in the Capital Region and
el sewhere in this Conmonweal th, could be constructed and/or
operated from hi ghway toll revenues; and

WHEREAS, Current Federal transportation authorization,
referred to as TEA-21, and |ikely subsequent versions encourage
t he use of innovative finance nethods, including tolls, to
address shortfalls of conventional revenue; and

WHEREAS, TEA-21 currently contains provisions for tolls to be
pl aced on existing hi ghways through the use of pilot program
projects and value pricing alternatives; and

WHEREAS, O her states have identified the use of tol
roadways as a neans of providing highway capacity at the tinme of
need rat her than on a pay-as-you-go basis and have established
new state toll road agencies; and

WHEREAS, House Resol ution No. 581 of 2004 established a
select committee on toll roads, which conpleted an interim
report with the reconmendation that the conmttee continue its
work in the next session of the General Assenbly; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives, recogni zing the
i nportance of maintaining safe highways and road conditi ons,

direct the Speaker to appoint a select comrittee on toll roads;
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and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee be conposed of four nenbers of
the majority party and three nmenbers of the mnority party and
shall include the chairman and mnority chai rman of the
Transportation Conmmittee of the House of Representatives; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the chairman of the Transportation Comm ttee
serve as the select conmttee chairman; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the select conmttee at a m ni mum exam ne the
financing of transportation projects, the saving of public
funds, the safety and mai ntenance features and the econom c
devel opnent opportunities at public/private transportati on and
private tolling facilities and recommend alternatives to public
fundi ng of highway, road and overland transportation facilities,
i ncluding commuter and intercity rail through highway tolls; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testimony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary and that each nenber of the commttee have power to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
the conmttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Transportation Comrmittee to assist the select commttee on tol
roads to the fullest extent possible; and be it further

RESCLVED, That any and all necessary, appropriate and
reasonabl e expenses incurred by the select comrittee in carrying
out its responsibilities, including, but not limted to, per
di em and travel expenses incurred by nmenbers and staff,
st enogr aphi ¢ charges and ot her incidental expenses and speci al

contracting and consulting services expenses, be paid from
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appropriate accounts under the control of the Chief Cerk of the
House of Representatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee report to the House of
Representatives on its activities, findings and recommendati ons
wi thin six nonths of adoption of this resolution and issue

interimreports to the House of Representatives as the commttee
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deens necessary.
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