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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2759 5%

| NTRODUCED BY CASORI O, BLAUM COHEN, PALLONE, BELFANTI
CALTAG RONE, CRAHALLA, FLAHERTY, GEI ST, GEORGE, GOODMVAN,
GRUCELA, JOSEPHS, KOTI K, MANN, M| LHATTAN, PETRARCA, PYLE
THOMAS, Tl GUE, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, BEYER AND
PI STELLA, JUNE 14, 2006

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 14, 2006
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Novenber 22, 1978 (P.L. 1166, No.274),
entitled "An act establishing the Pennsylvania Conm ssion on
Crime and Del i nquency, providing for its powers and duties
establishing several advisory comrittees within the
comm ssion and providing for their powers and duties,"
providing for a task force on drug-endangered chil dren.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of Novenber 22, 1978 (P.L.1166, No.274),
referred to as the Pennsyl vania Comm ssion on Crine and
Del i nquency Law, is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 7.3. Task Force on Drug- Endangered Chil dren.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the

Pennsyl vani a Conm ssion on Cri ne and Del i nquency a task force on

dr ug- endanger ed chil dren.

(b)Y Conposition.--The task force shall be conprised of the

foll ow ng menbers:

(1) The Secretary of Health, who shall act as
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chai rperson of the task force.

(2) The

Commi ssi oner of the Pennsyl vania State Police or

a desi gnee.

(3) The Secretary of Public Welfare or a_ desi gnee.

(4) The Secretary of Education or a designee.

(5) The Secretary of Environnental Protection or a
desi gnee.

(6) One representative of the Juvenile Court Judges'

Conmi ssi on.

(7) The

Victi m Advocat e.

(8) The

Executive Director of the Conmmi ssion on Crine

and Del i nquency.

(9) Nine nenbers to be appointed by the Governor to

i ncl ude:

(i)

A representative of |ocal | aw enforcenent

(ii)

A district attorney.

(iii)

A county conmni SSi oner.

(iv)

A representative of energency nedi cal services.

(v)

A representative of fire and energency Services.

(vi)

An ener gency room physi ci an.

(vii)

A representative fromcounty chil dren and

yout h servi ces.

(viii) A representative froma county nental health

(i x)

A representative froma county drug and al coho

(c) Objectives.--The overall goal of the task force is to

i mprove the health of children exposed to chenicals associ at ed

30 wi th net hanphet anmi ne producti on or other drug invol venent by
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i dentifying the physical, psychol ogi cal and soci ol ogi cal effects

on children and provi di ng appropriate i nterventi on. The task

force shall devel op protocols establishing a Statew de response

system and a strategic plan related to hel ping children who nmay

have been endangered by circunstances involving the ill egal

producti on of net hanphetani ne or other drugs or by trafficking

or abuse. The task force shall nmeet the foll owi ng objectives:

(1) The establishment of nedical protocols for the

treatnent of children who have been endangered by

cont ani nati on from net hanphet am ne nmanuf acturi ng or ot her

exposure to drug production, trafficking or abuse.

(2) The devel opnment of coordi nated procedures by

agenci es that quickly respond to the needs of children who

have been exposed to the contam nants of ill egal drug

production to ensure their protection and safety.

(3) The elimnation of any delays in the response that

would interfere with inmportant child wel fare outcones ai med

at ensuring child protecti on and safety.

(4) The devel opnent of protocols for the shari ng of

i nformati on anong the vari ous affected response agenci es.

(5) The assurance that all affected children will

continue to be enrolled in school prograns.

(d) Report.--The task force shall prepare a report

containing the strategic plan for the Statew de response system

and the strategic plan for the treatnent of chil dren who have

been endangered by contan nati on from net hanphet am ne

manuf act uri ng, drug production, trafficking or abuse. This

report will serve as a blueprint for the devel opnent of

formalized trai ni ng and educati on activities by the conm ssi on.

This report shall be subnmitted to the General Assenbly w thin
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one year after the effective date of this section and

distributed to those State and | ocal agencies that respond to

dr ug- endanger ed chil dren.

(e) Training.--The conm ssi on shall devel op traini ng and

educati on prograns that will be available to those agenci es that

respond to drug-endangered children. The training shall refl ect

the task force's plan to ensure that State and | ocal agenci es

are able to establish the necessary protocols for a coordi nat ed

response to drug-endangered chil dren.

(f) Expiration.--The provisions of subsections (a), (b), (c)

and (d) shall expire one year after the effective date of this

section. The conmmi ssion shall continue to provide traini ng and

educati on activities and act as a cl eari nghouse for infornmation

in relation to its duties under this secti on on an ongoi ng

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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