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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2670 %%

| NTRODUCED BY KAUFFMAN, CORNELL, BALDW N, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE

CAPPELLI

CLYMER, CRAHALLA, DENLI NGER, FRANKEL, FREEMAN
GABI G GEORGE, GOODVAN, HENNESSEY, HESS, HI CKERNELL, JAMES,
KILLI ON, LaGROITA, LEH MNANN, MARSI CO, MJUNDY, NAILOR

O NEI LL, PETRARCA, RAPP, REICHLEY, ROHRER, RUBLEY, SAYLOR,
SCAVELLO, SHANER, SONNEY, STERN, R STEVENSON, E. Z. TAYLOR
THOMAS, Tl GUE, TRUE, WATSON, WLT, YOUNGBLOOD, SEMVEL

Pl CKETT, MACKERETH, S. M LLER, SIPTROTH, PARKER AND

J. TAYLOR, MAY 11, 2006

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, MAY 11, 2006
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol i dat ed St at ut es,

involuntary term nation of parental rights;
protective services, further providing for

further providing for rel ease of
reports,

The Gener al

further providing for grounds for

and, in child
definitions,

informati on in confidenti al

providing for citizen review panels, further
provi ding for annual reports; and providing for mandatory
reporting of substance abuse births.

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1.

Assenbly of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

Section 2511(a) of Title 23 of the Pennsyl vania

Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a paragraph to read:

§ 2511,
(a)

Grounds for involuntary term nation.

General rule.--The rights of a parent

inregard to a

child may be term nated after a petition filed on any of the

fol |l ow ng grounds:

*

*

*



1 (9) The parent has been convicted of one of the

2 followng in which the victimwas a child of the parent:

3 (i) an offense under 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 25 (relating to
4 crimnal hom cide);

5 (ii1) a felony under 18 Pa.C.S. 8§ 2702 (relating to

6 aggravat ed assault);

7 (iii) an offense in another jurisdiction equival ent
8 to an offense in subparagraph (i) or (ii); or

9 (iv) an attenpt, solicitation or conspiracy to

10 commit an offense in subparagraph (i), (ii) or (iii).

11 * x *

12 Section 2. Section 6303(a) of Title 23 is amended by addi ng
13 definitions to read:

14 § 6303. Definitions.

15 (a) GCeneral rule.--The follow ng words and phrases when used
16 in this chapter shall have the neanings given to themin this

17 section unless the context clearly indicates otherw se:

18 * x *

19 "Near fatality.” An act that, as certified by a physician,
20 places a child in serious or critical condition.
21 * x *
22 "Nonaccidental." A reasonably foreseeable injury that is the
23 result of an intentional act.
24 * x *
25 Section 3. Section 6340(a)(1) of Title 23 is anended and the
26 subsection is anended by addi ng a paragraph to read:
27 8 6340. Release of information in confidential reports.
28 (a) GCeneral rule.--Reports specified in section 6339
29 (relating to confidentiality of reports) shall only be made

30 available to:

20060H2670B4063 - 2 -



1 (1) An authorized official of a county agency, a Federal
2 agency that has a need for such information to carry out its
3 responsibilities under |law to protect children from abuse and
4 negl ect or of an agency of another state that perforns

5 protective services anal ogous to those services perfornmed by
6 county agencies or the departnent in the course of the

7 official's duties, multidisciplinary team nmenbers assigned to
8 the case and duly authorized persons providing services

9 pursuant to section 6370(a) (relating to voluntary or court-
10 ordered services; findings of child abuse).

11 * %

12 (16) Menbers of citizen review panels convened pursuant
13 to section 6343.1 (relating to citizen revi ew panels),

14 provided that such nenbers shall not disclose to any person
15 or _governnent official any identifying information about any
16 specific child protective services case with respect to which
17 t he panel is provided infornmation.

18 * %k

19 Section 4. Title 23 is anended by adding a section to read:
20 § 6343.1. Citizen review panels.
21 (a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall establish a nm ni num
22 of three citizen review panels.
23 (b) Function.--The panels shall examne all of the
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25 (1) Policies, procedures and practices of the child

26 protective services system

27 (2) Oher criteria the panel considers inportant to

28 ensure the protection of children, including review of child
29 fatalities and near fatalities.

30 (c) Menbership.--The panels shall be conposed of vol unteer
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30

menbers who represent the community and have expertise in the

preventi on and treatnent of child abuse and negl ect.

(d) Meetings.--Each citizen review panel shall neet not |ess

t han once every three nonths.

(e) Reports.--The departnent shall issue an annual report

sunmari zing the activities and reconmendati ons of the panels and

sunmari zi ng the departnent response to the recommendati ons.

Section 5. Section 6347(a) of Title 23 is amended and
subsection (b) is anended by addi ng a paragraph to read:
8§ 6347. Annual reports to Governor and General Assenbly.

(a) GCeneral rule.--No later than May 1 of every year, the
secretary shall prepare and transmt to the Governor and the
CGeneral Assenbly a report on the operations of the central
regi ster of child abuse and child protective services provided
by county agencies. The report shall include a full statistical
anal ysis of the reports of suspected child abuse nade to the
departnment and the reports under Subchapter C. 1 (relating to
students in public and private schools), together with a report
on the inplenentation of this chapter and its total cost to the
Commonweal th, the evaluation of the secretary of services
of fered under this chapter and recommendati ons for repeal or for
additional legislation to fulfill the purposes of this chapter.
Al'l such recommendati ons should contain an estimate of increased
or decreased costs resulting therefrom The report shall also
i ncl ude an expl anation of services provided to children who were
t he subjects of founded or indicated reports while receiving
child-care services. The department shall also describe its
actions in respect to the perpetrators of the abuse. The

departnent shall also provide a sunmary of the findings with

noni denti fying i nformati on about each case of child abuse or
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negl ect which has resulted in a child fatality or near fatality.

(b) Reports fromcounty agencies.--To assi st the departnment
in preparing its annual report, each county agency shall submt
a quarterly report to the departnent, including, at a m ninum
the follow ng information, on an aggregate basis, regarding
general protective services, child protective services and
action under Subchapter C 1

* * %

(5) A sunmmary of the findings with nonidentifying

i nformati on about each case of child abuse or negl ect which

has resulted in a child fatality or near fatality.

Section 6. Title 23 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 6386. Mandatory reporting of infants born and identified as

bei ng affected by ill egal substance abuse.

Health care providers who are involved in the delivery or

care of an infant who is born and identified as bei ng affected

by illegal substance abuse or as having w thdrawal synptons

resulting fromprenatal drug exposure shall inmmedi ately cause a

report to be nade to the appropriate county agency. The county

agency shall provide or arrange for appropriate services for the

Section 7. This act shall take effect in 180 days.
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