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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2137 *%”

| NTRODUCED BY J. EVANS, GEI ST, GOOD, ARMSTRONG BALDW N, HARPER

MAHER, M@ LL, SCAVELLO, SOLOBAY, STAIRS, WATSQON, BEBKO-
JONES, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, DENLI NGER, FABRI ZI G,
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, M| LHATTAN, MJSTI O PERZEL, PHI LLI PS,
REI CHLEY, ROSS, SEMMEL, E. Z. TAYLOR AND CREI GHTON
OCTOBER 25, 2005

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,

NOVEMBER 1, 2005
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Septenber 30, 1985 (P.L.240, No.#61),

entitled "An act to facilitate vehicular traffic within and
across the Commonweal th by providing for the construction,
reconstruction, inprovenent, operation and mai nt enance of
toll roads and the conversion of existing toll-free roads to
toll roads in Pennsylvania; conferring powers and i nposing
duties on the Pennsylvani a Turnpi ke Conm ssion; providing for
menber shi p on the Pennsyl vani a Tur npi ke Conmi ssi on;

aut hori zing i ssuance of turnpi ke revenue bonds, notes or

ot her obligations of the conm ssion, payable solely from
revenues of the conmi ssion, including tolls, or from such

ot her funds as may be available to the comm ssion for that
purpose, to pay the costs of such toll roads including the
acqui sition and other costs of toll-free roads and for
refundi ng purposes; providing that no debt of the
Commonweal th shall be incurred in the exercise of any of the
powers granted by this act; providing for the collection of
tolls for the paynent of such bonds, notes or other
obligations, and for the cost of maintenance, operation and
repair of the toll roads including toll-free roads converted
to toll roads; making such turnpi ke revenue bonds, notes or
ot her obligations exenpt fromtaxation; constituting the same
| egal investnents in certain instances; requiring suits

agai nst the conmi ssion to be brought in the courts in which
such actions may be brought agai nst the Comonweal t h;
prescribing conditions on which toll roads shall be turned
over to the Departnent of Transportation; providing for grade
separations, grade changes, relocations, restorations and
vacations of public roads and State hi ghways affected by the
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toll roads; providing for the purchasing or condemati on of

| and and procedure for determ ning damages i n condemati on;

granting certain powers and authority to nunicipalities and

agenci es of the Commonwealth to cooperate with the

commi ssion; conferring powers and inposing duties on the

Department of Transportation; authorizing the Secretary of

Transportation to enter into negotiations with the United

St at es Departnent of Transportation, the Federal Hi ghway

Adm ni stration or any other Federal agency regarding the

conversion of toll-free highways constructed in the

Commonweal th usi ng Federal funds to toll roads; and

authorizing the Secretary of Transportation to enter into

agreenents on behalf of the Commonweal th and the comm ssion
with the United States Departnment of Transportation, the

Federal H ghway Adm nistration or any other Federal agency

with respect to obtaining Federal funds for resurfacing,

restoring, rehabilitating or reconstructing toll roads in

Pennsyl vania," further providing for collection and

di sposition of tolls.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 16 of the act of Septenber 30, 1985
(P.L.240, No.61), known as the Turnpi ke Organization, Extension
and Toll Road Conversion Act, is anended to read:

Section 16. Collection and disposition of tolls and ot her
revenue.

(a) Establishnment and changes in toll anounts.--Subject to
the ternms of any trust indenture entered into by the comm ssion
and any resol ution authorizing the issuance of any bonds, notes
or other obligations of the comm ssion, the comm ssion is hereby
aut horized to fix, and to revise, fromtine to time, tolls for
t he use of the Pennsyl vania Turnpi ke System and the different
parts or sections thereof, including the turnpike, the turnpike
extensions and i nprovenents and the toll road conversions
authorized by this act, and to charge and coll ect the sane, and
to contract with any person, partnership, association or
corporation desiring the use of any part thereof, including the
right-of -way adjoi ning the paved portion, for placing thereon

t el ephone, telegraph, electric light or power |ines, gas
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stations, garages, stores, hotels, restaurants and adverti sing
signs, or for any other purpose, except for tracks for railroad
or railway use, and to fix the terns, conditions, rents and
rates of charges for such use. Tolls shall be so fixed and
adjusted as to provide funds at |east sufficient with other
revenues of the Pennsylvania Turnpi ke System if any, to pay:

(1) the cost of constructing, naintaining, repairing and
operating the Pennsylvania Turnpi ke System and the different
parts and sections thereof; and

(2) any bonds, notes or other obligations and the
interest thereon of the comm ssion, and all sinking fund
requi renents of the conm ssion, and ot her requirenents
provi ded for by any resolution authorizing the issuance of
t he bonds, notes or other obligations by the comm ssion, or
by any trust indenture to which the conm ssion is a party, as
t he sane shall becone due.

(b) Restrictions on toll revenue.--Tolls shall not be
subj ect to supervision or regulation by any other State
conmm ssion, board, bureau or agency. Subject to the ternms of any
presently existing trust indenture entered into by the
conmm ssion and any presently existing resolution authorizing the
i ssuance of any bonds, notes or other obligations of the
conmi ssion, the tolls and all other revenue derived fromthe
Pennsyl vani a Tur npi ke System shall be set aside and pl edged as
may be provided in any resolutions, trust indentures or any
ot her agreenents that the comm ssion may hereafter adopt or
hereafter enter into with respect to the issuance of bonds,
notes or other obligations of the comr ssion.

(c) Of-peak electronic toll collection pilot program--The

commi ssion shall establish a policy of off-peak pricing or fare
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1 differential as a one-year pilot program The foll owi ng shal

2 apply:

3 (1) The conmm ssion shall offer a mni numfare di scount

of 25% for all classes of vehicles exiting the turnpi ke using

the electronic toll system between the hours of 8 p.m and

5:30 a.m comenci ng Sunday ni ght and conti nui ng t hrough the
next follow ng Friday norni ng iraAurbandistriectsorin
counties—of the secondorthirdclass.
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(2) A midday di scount between the hours of 10 a.m and 3

10 p—m—shall be institutedincounties—of the secondclass
11 Mondays—through—Fri-days— P. M MONDAYS THROUGH FRI DAYS SHALL

12 BE | NSTI TUTED FOR ALL CLASSES OF VEHI CLES EXI TI NG THE

13 TURNPI KE USI NG THE ELECTRONI C TOLL SYSTEM A simlar discount
14 may be instituted on weekends to_encourage additional

15 vehicles or vehicle classes to use the turnpike.

16 (3)  The conmission shall provide quarterly reports to
17 the chairman and minority chairman of the Transportation

18 Conmmittee of the Senate and the chairman_and minority

19 chairman of the Transportation Committee of the House of

20 Representatives begi nning 60 days after the effective date of
21 t his seetien SUBSECTI ON

22 (4) The pilot programshall begin no later than 120 days
23 after the effective date of this seetien SUBSECTI ON.

24 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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