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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2073 %%

I NTRODUCED BY MAI TLAND, OCTOBER 17, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, OCTOBER 17, 2005

AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

conpar ati ve negligence.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 7102(d) of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended and the section is anmended by
addi ng a subsection to read:

§ 7102. Conparative negligence.

* * %

(b.4) Equine activities.--

(1) Equine activity sponsors, equi ne professionals and

partici pants shall have no duty to protect participants from

the i nherent risks of equine activities, including, but not

limted to, the propensity of equines to behave in ways that

may result in harmto participants and collisions with other

equi nes or objects.

(2) The doctrine of knowi ng voluntary assunpti on of risk
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shall apply to all actions to recover danmages for negli gence

resulting in death or injury to a partici pant or the property

of a participant brought agai nst any equi ne activity sponsor,

equi ne professional or participant.

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed in any

way to abolish or nodify a cause of action agai nst a

potentially responsi ble party other than an equi ne activity

sponsor, equi ne professional or participant.

* * %

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section the foll ow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Def endant or defendants."” |Includes inpleaded defendants.
"Equi ne." A horse, pony, nule, donkey or hinny.
"Equi ne activity." Any activity associated with the care,

di spl ay and use of equines, including, but not linmted to,

showi ng, conpeti ng, boardi ng, breeding, riding, driving, rider

or driver training, inspecting, evaluating for purchase and

providing or assisting in nmai ntenance or veterinary care.

"Equi ne activity professional." A person engaged for

conpensation in an equine activity, including, but not limted

to, teaching participants, caring for equines, trai ning equi nes

or renting equi nes or equi pnent to a parti ci pant.

"Equi ne activity sponsor." An individual or organi zati on,

whet her for profit or not for profit, which sponsors, organi zes

or provides the facilities for an equine activity.

"Off-road vehicle." A notorized vehicle that is used off-
road for sport or recreation. The term i ncl udes snowrpbil es,
all-terrain vehicles, notorcycles and four-wheel drive vehicles.

"Off-road vehicle riding area.” Any area or facility
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provi ding recreational activities for off-road vehicles.
"Off-road vehicle riding area operator.” A person or
or gani zati on owni ng or havi ng operational responsibility for any
of f-road vehicle riding area. The term i ncl udes:
(1) Agencies and political subdivisions of this
Commonweal t h.
(2) Authorities created by political subdivisions.
(3) Private conpanies.

"Participant." A person, whether anmmateur or professional,

who engages in an equine activity, if such person is:

(1) at |least 15 years of age; or

(2) under 15 years of age with perm ssion froma parent

or quardian to engage in an equi ne activity

whether or not a fee is paid to participate in the equi ne

"Plaintiff." Includes counter clainmants and cross-cl ai nants.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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