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AN ACT

1  Amending Title 66 (Public Utilities) of the Pennsylvania
2     Consolidated Statutes, further providing for termination of
3     utility service.

4     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

5  hereby enacts as follows:

6     Section 1.  Section 1406(b)(1)(i) and (2) of Title 66 of the

7  Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes is amended and the section is

8  amended by adding a subsection to read:

9  § 1406.  Termination of utility service.

10     * * *

11     (b)  Notice of termination of service.--

12         (1)  Prior to terminating service under subsection (a), a

13     public utility:

14             (i)  Shall provide written notice of the termination

__15         to the customer at least [ten] 30 days prior to the date

16         of the proposed termination. The termination notice shall

_________________17         remain effective for 60 days. Written notice of



______________________________________________________1         termination sent by a water distribution utility shall

__________________________________________________2         include notice of the 60-day period of limited use

_______________________________3         provided for in subsection (i).

4             * * *

5         [(2)  The public utility shall not be required by the

6     commission to take any additional actions prior to

7     termination.]

8     * * *

____________________________________________________9     (i)  Limited use allowance prior to water shutoff.--

________________________________________________________10         (1)  Prior to terminating water service under subsection

_____________________________________________________________11     (a), a water distribution utility shall allow the customer 60

__________________________________________________________12     days of limited use. The 60-day period shall begin 30 days

____________________________________________________________13     following the date written notice of termination is provided

_________________________________________14     to a customer under subsection (b)(1)(i).

_______________________________________________________15         (2)  A water distribution utility may notify a customer

_____________________________________________________________16     of termination and terminate the customer's service if any of

____________________17     the following apply:

______________________________________________18             (i)  At the conclusion of the 60-day period of

_________________________________________________________19         limited use the customer has failed to pay any undisputed

________________________________________________________20         delinquent accounts or to enter into a payment agreement

_____________________________________________21         pursuant to section 1405 (relating to payment

____________22         agreements).

___________________________________________________23             (ii)  In the event the customer's water use exceeds

_____________________________________________________24         the limited use allowance during the 60-day period of

____________25         limited use.

_______________________________________________________26         (3)  Prior to terminating service following a period of

____________________________________________________________27     limited use, a water distribution utility shall abide by the

__________________________________________________________28     notification requirements of subsection (b) except that no

______________________________________________________29     additional written notice 30 days prior to the date of

_______________________________________30     proposed termination shall be required.
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_________________________________________________________1         (4)  At least ten days prior to the date when limited use

_____________________________________________________________2     will commence, a water distribution utility shall provide the

_____________________________________________________________3     customer with the information necessary to operate within the

________________________________________________________4     limited use restrictions, which shall include all of the

__________5     following:

__________________________________________6             (i)  The customer's limited use allowance.

_____________________________________________________7             (ii)  The procedure a water distribution utility will

_________________________8         use to monitor water use.

_________________________________________________9             (iii)  Recommendations for modifying water use in

__________________________________________________10         order to comply with the limited use restrictions.

________________________________________________11             (iv)  An explanation of the options available to

____________________________________________12         avoid complete termination of water service.

_______________________________________________________13         (5)  As used in this subsection, the term "limited use"

___________14     shall mean:

____________________________________________15             (i)  50% of the aggregate monthly average of

___________________________________________________16         household water use from the previous 12 months; or

____________________________________________________17             (ii)  if the individual has not had continuous water

________________________________________________________18         service for the previous 12 months, 50% of the aggregate

___________________________________________________19         monthly average of household water use during those

____________________________________________20         months when the individual did have service.

21     Section 2.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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