PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 2355 PRINTER S NO. 3511

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1804 *5e

I NTRODUCED BY KENNEY AND J. TAYLOR, JUNE 28, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWMM TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 7, 2006

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 27, 1939 (P.L.1199, No.404), entitled
"An act relating to the assessnent of real and personal
property and ot her subjects of taxation in counties of the
first class; providing for the appoi ntnment of nenbers of the
board of revision of taxes by the judges of the courts of

common pl eas; providing for the appointnment, by the board, of

personal property assessors, real estate assessors and

assi stant real estate assessors, clerks and other enpl oyes;
fixing the salaries of nmenbers of the board, assessors and
assi stant assessors, and providing for the paynent of

sal ari es and expenses fromthe county treasury; prescribing
the powers and duties of the board and of the assessors, the
ti me and manner of naking assessnents, of the revision and
notice of assessnents and of appeals therefrom prescribing
the records of assessnents; and repealing existing | aws,"

establishing a revenue-neutral tax rate after a countyw de
revision of real property assessnent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Seetion—3t—1tofthe THE act of June 27, 1939
(P.L.1199, No.404), entitled "An act relating to the assessnent
of real and personal property and other subjects of taxation in
counties of the first class; providing for the appointment of

menbers of the board of revision of taxes by the judges of the
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courts of common pleas; providing for the appointnent, by the

board, of personal property assessors, real estate assessors and

assi stant real estate assessors, clerks and ot her enpl oyes;

fixing the salaries of nmenbers of the board, assessors and

assi stant assessors, and providing for the paynent of salaries

and expenses fromthe county treasury; prescribing the powers

and duties of the board and of the assessors, the tinme and

manner of maki ng assessnments, of the revision and notice of

assessnments and of appeals therefrom prescribing the records of

assessnments; and repealing existing |laws,"” is anended by addi ng

a defnitioen SECTION to read: <—

Seet+on—+—3——TFhe foltowmnrg—werds—and—phrases—vwhen—used—+n <—

hi hall | ’ I I I Ly indi
I et . . I . hi on
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SECTION 13.1. (A)  VHEN A COUNTY OF THE FI RST CLASS MAKES A

COUNTYW DE REVI SI ON OF ASSESSMENT OR REVALUATI ON OF REAL

PROPERTY AT VALUES BASED UPON AN ESTABLI SHED PREDETERM NED RATI O

AS REQUI RED BY LAW OR WHEN A COUNTY OF THE FI RST CLASS CHANGES

| TS ESTABLI SHED PREDETERM NED RATI O, THE TAX- LEVYI NG BODY_ OF THE

COUNTY WHICH FOR THE FIRST TIME LEVIES | TS REAL ESTATE TAXES ON

THAT REVI SED ASSESSMVENT, REVALUATI ON OR CHANGE IN RATIO SHALL,

FOR THAT FIRST YEAR, REDUCE I TS TAX RATE, |F NECESSARY, FOR THE

PURPOSE OF HAVI NG THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF TAXES LEVI ED FOR THAT YEAR

AGAI NST THE REAL PROPERTI ES CONTAINED I N THE DUPLI CATE FOR THE

PRECEDI NG YEAR, EQUAL THE TOTAL AMOUNT I T LEVIED ON SUCH

PROPERTI ES THE PRECEDI NG YEAR, NOTW THSTANDI NG THE | NCREASED

VALUATI ONS OF SUCH PROPERTI ES UNDER THE REVI SED ASSESSMENT,

REVALUATI ON OR CHANGE IN RATIO. THE TAX RATE SHALL BE FI XED AT A

FIGURE WHI CH WLL ACCOWPLI SH TH S PURPOSE.

(B) AFTER ESTABLI SHING A TAX RATE I N ACCORDANCE W TH
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SUBSECTI ON (A), THE TAX- LEVYI NG BODY OF THE COUNTY MAY, BY A

SEPARATE AND SPECI FI C VOTE, ESTABLISH A FINAL TAX RATE FOR THE

FIRST YEAR IT LEVIES ITS REAL ESTATE TAXES ON A REVI SED

ASSESSMVENT, REVALUATI ON OR CHANGE I N RATI O THE TAX RATE UNDER

TH' S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE FI XED AT A FIGJURE THAT LIMTS TOTAL

AMOUNT _OF PROPERTY TAXES TO BE LEVI ED AGAI NST THE REAL

PROPERTI ES CONTAI NED I N THE DUPLI CATE FOR THE PRECEDI NG YEAR TO

NOT_MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT | T

LEVI ED ON SUCH PROPERTI ES THE PRECEDI NG YEAR, NOTW THSTANDI NG

THE | NCREASED VALUATI ONS OF PROPERTI ES UNDER THE REVI SED

ASSESSMVENT, REVALUATI ON OR CHANGE | N RATI O

(© FOR THE PURPOSE CF DETERM NI NG THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF TAXES

TO BE LEVIED FOR THE FI RST YEAR UNDER SUBSECTI ONS (A) AND (B),

THE AMOUNT_TO BE LEVI ED ON NEWLY CONSTRUCTED BUI LDI NGS OR

STRUCTURES OR ON | NCREASED VALUATI ONS BASED ON NEW | MPROVEMENTS

MADE TO EXI STI NG STRUCTURES SHALL NOT_BE CONSI DERED.

(D) (1) TO THE EXTENT THAT A TAX-LEVYI NG BODY OF A COUNTY

| MPOSES TAXES AT A RATE IN EXCESS OF THAT AUTHORI ZED BY THI S

SECTI ON, THE TAX-LEVYI NG BODY OF THE COUNTY, UPON THE FI LI NG

WTH IT WTH N THREE YEARS COF PAYMENT COF THE TAX OF A WRI TTEN

AND VERI FIED CLAIM FOR A REFUND OF THE EXCESS TAXES PAI D OR

CAUSED TO BE PAI D BY ANY PERSON OR CORPORATION OF THI S

COMVONVEALTH, SHALL REFUND THE EXCESS TAXES W TH | NTEREST.

(2) I NTEREST REQUI RED UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE PAI D AT

THE SAMVE RATE AND I N THE SAME MANNER AS THE COVMONWEALTH |'S

REQUI RED TO PAY PURSUANT TO SECTION 806.1(B.1) OF THE ACT OF

APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.343, NO 176), KNOMW AS "THE FI SCAL CODE. "

(E) THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL SUPERSEDE ANY

PROVISION IN A HOME RULE CHARTER, COUNTY ADM NI STRATI VE CODE,

COUNTY ORDI NANCE OR RULE OR REGULATI ON.
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