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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposing integrated and distinct anendnents to the Constitution
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, further providing for

| egi sl ative power, for appropriations and for surpl uses.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The followi ng integrated anendnments to the
Constitution of Pennsylvania are proposed in accordance wth
Article X :

(1) That section 1 of Article Il be anended to read:

8§ 1. Legislative power.

[ The] Except as set forth in section 13(a.1l) of Article VIII

of this Constitution, the legislative power of this Commonweal t h
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shall be vested in a General Assenbly, which shall consist of a
Senate and a House of Representatives.
(2) That section 13 of Article VIII be anmended to read:
§ 13. Appropriations.
(a) Operating budget appropriations made by the General
Assenbly shall not exceed the actual and estinmated revenues and
surplus available in the sanme fiscal year

(a.1) |In any fiscal year, the General Assenbly shall not

i ncrease total General Fund appropri ati ons above the anount of

total General Fund appropriati ons authorized for the precedi ng

fiscal year by a percentage whi ch exceeds the percentage

i ncrease, fromthe i nmmedi ately preceding fiscal year, in the

Consuner Price Index for Al Urban Consuners of the Bureau of

Labor Statistics unless a referendum stati ng the anpunt and

duration of the increase is approved by a mpjority of the

el ectors voting on the referendum This limtation shall not

apply to any of the foll ow ng:

(1) An appropriation which, as a result of a requirenent

of Federal law, is nade for a new programor service or for

an increase in the level of service for an existing program

beyond the existing | evel of service.

(2) An appropriation which, as a result of a requirenent

of a Federal or State court order which has becone final, is

made for a new program or service or for an increase in the

| evel of service for an exi sting program beyond the existing

| evel of service.

(3) An appropriation providing for the Conmmbnweal th's

share of paynents for pension obligations as provided by | aw.

(4) An appropriation for the repaynment of interest and

principal of all debt incurred by or on behalf of the
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1 Commonweal th _pursuant to _section 7(a) of this article.

2 (b) The General Assenbly shall adopt a capital budget for

3 the ensuing fiscal year.

4 Section 2. The follow ng distinct anendnent to the

5 Constitution of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth

6 Article X :

7 That section 14 of Article VIII be anmended to read:

8 § 14. Surplus.

9 Al'l surplus of operating funds at the end of the fiscal year
10 shall be appropriated during the ensuing fiscal year by the

11 General Assenbly. Surplus funds in the General Fund which are
12 not required by law to be deposited into the Budget

13 Stabilization Reserve Fund shall be refunded to the citizens of
14 this Commonweal th during the ensuing fiscal year through

15 reductions in personal incone tax.

16 Section 3. (a) Upon the first passage by the General

17 Assenbly of these proposed constitutional amendnents, the

18 Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed i Mmediately to

19 conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
20 Xl of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
21 required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
22 which such newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after
23 passage of these proposed constitutional amendnents.
24 (b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of these
25 proposed constitutional amendnments, the Secretary of the
26 Comonweal th shall proceed i mrediately to conply with the
27 advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
28 Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
29 advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such

30 newspapers are published in sufficient tine after passage of
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1 these proposed constitutional anmendnents. The Secretary of the

2 Commonweal th shal l:

3 (1) Submt the proposed constitutional amendnents under
4 section 1 to the qualified electors of this Comopnwealth as a
5 single ballot question at the first primry, general or

6 muni ci pal el ection which neets the requirenents of and is in
7 conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution
8 of Pennsyl vani a and which occurs at |east three nonths after
9 t he proposed constitutional amendnents are passed by the

10 General Assenbly.

11 (2) Submt the proposed constitutional amendnment under
12 section 2 to the qualified electors of this Comonwealth as a
13 separate ballot question at the first primary, general or

14 muni ci pal el ection which neets the requirenents of and is in
15 conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution
16 of Pennsyl vani a and which occurs at |east three nonths after
17 t he proposed constitutional amendnment is passed by the

18 General Assenbly.
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