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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1618 *%x”

| NTRODUCED BY FAI RCH LD, PALLONE, FLEAGLE, PHI LLIPS, BELFANTI,
BENNI NGHOFF, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CORNELL, CREI GHTON,
DALLY, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, CEI ST, GEORGE, CERGELY,
HARHAI , HARRI' S, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, KILLION, LEACH, MANN,
MARKGOSEK, O NEI LL, PICKETT, PRESTON, QUI GLEY, ROEBUCK
STABACK, T. STEVENSON, STURLA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR
THOMAS, Tl GUE, TRUE, WOINARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK,
KAUFFMVAN, WANSACZ, GOCDNVAN, CLYMER, BALDW N AND BASTI AN,
JUNE 3, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, DECEMBER 13, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for participation in
graduati on cerenony.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 1504. 1. Partici pation in Graduati on Cer enpny. --(a)

The CGeneral Assenbly finds the foll ow ng:

(1) Each year, school districts across this Conmmpbnweal t h

celebrate their students' acconplishnents through graduati on

cerenpni es at whi ch hi gh school diplonas are best owed upon




1 students who have conpleted their high school requirenents.

2 (2) There are children with disabilities in this

3 Commonweal th who have finished ATTENDED four (4) years of high

4 school, but whose individualized education prograns prescribe

5 the——eontinuation—of CONTI NUED EDUCATI ON AFTER THE FOURTH YEAR OF
6 H GH SCHOOL, WHI CH NMAY | NCLUDE REGULAR EDUCATI ON, speci a

7 education, transition planning, transition services or related

8 services. beyend-theconpletion—eoffour—{4)—vears—of—high

9 seheool—

10 (3) It is well established that the awarding of a high

11 school diploma to and the high school graduation of a child with
12 a disability is tantamount to the termination of eligibility for
13 special education and related services for the student under

14 applicable Federal |aw.

15 (4) Many children with disabilities who will continue their
16 public education in accordance with their individualized

17 education prograns after finishingfour{(4) vearsof high school
18 ATTENDI NG H GH SCHOOL FOR FOUR (4) YEARS wi sh to celebrate their
19 acconplishnents by participating in a graduation cerenmony with
20 their_classnates.
21 (5) The opportunity for classnmates with disabilities and
22 those without disabilities to celebrate their acconplishnents
23 together only occurs once, and the opportunity to celebrate the
24 receipt of a diploma several years after one's classmates have
25 graduated dim nishes the experience for_ students whose age peers
26 have left high school several years earlier
27 (b) Beginning BY March 1, 2006, each school district that
28 operates a high school nust have a policy and procedures that
29

30 e hil hool I | of hool o
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andprocedures—adoptedinaccordance with this seection— ALLONA
STUDENT W TH A DI SABI LI TY WHO SATI SFACTORI LY COVPLETES A SPECI AL

=Y
o

=
=

EDUCATI ON PROGRAM DEVELOPED BY AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON

=
N

PROGRAM (I EP) TEAM OR OTHERW SE MEETS REQUI REMENTS OF 22 PA.

=
w

CODE CH. 4 (RELATING TO ACADEM C STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENT), BUT

H
o

VHOSE | EP PRESCRI BES CONTI NUED EDUCATI ON AFTER THE FOURTH YEAR

=Y
(63}

OF H GH SCHOOL_TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE GRADUATI ON CEREMONY OF THE

=Y
(e}

STUDENT' S HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATI NG CLASS AND RECEI VE A CERTI FI CATE

=
\l

OF ATTENDANCE. ~CONTI NUED EDUCATI ON | NCLUDES REGULAR EDUCATI ON,

=Y
oo

SPECI AL EDUCATI ON, _ TRANSI T1 ON PLANNI NG, TRANSI TI ON SERVI CES OR

=
O

RELATED SERVI CES. POLI Cl ES AND PROCEDURES ADOPTED PURSUANT TO

N
o

TH'S SECTI ON SHALL:

N
=

(1) BE EFFECTIVE IN TIME TO ALLOW PARTI CI PATION I N

N
N

GRADUATI ON CEREMONI ES AT THE END OF THE 2005-2006_ SCHOOL_ YEAR;

N
w

AND

N
~

(2) REQUIRE TIMELY AND MEANI NGFUL WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO STUDENTS

N
(63}

WTH DI SABILITIES AND THEI R PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS.

N
(e}

(O NOTHING IN TH'S ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PRECLUDE

N
~

RECEI PT OF A DI PLOVA AT A LATER DATE IF THE STUDENT W TH A

N
oo

DI SABI LI TY SATI SFACTORILY COVPLETES A SPECI AL EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

N
(o]

DEVELOPED BY AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM (I EP) TEAM OR

30 WHO OTHERW SE MEETS REQUI REMENTS COF 22 PA. CODE CH. 4.
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{c¢)} (D) The Departnent of Education shall nonitor and

enforce conpliance with the provisions of this section and i s

aut hori zed to adopt rules for that purpose.

AW N P

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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