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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1404 55

I NTRODUCED BY SCHRODER, ARMSTRONG, BASTI AN, CALTAGQ RONE,
CRElI GHTON, DeLUCA, FORCIER, HARRI' S, HERSHEY, METCALFE, PYLE
ROHRER, RGSS, E. Z. TAYLOR, WLT, BOYD, BARRAR AND CRAHALLA,
APRI L 20, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRI L 20, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for election of

di strict superintendents and assi stant superintendents, for

manner of their election and approval and for their renoval.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1071(a) of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended January 14, 1970 (1969 P.L.468, No.192), is anmended to
read:

Section 1071. Election.--(a) The board of school directors
in every school district shall, by a majority vote of all the
menbers thereof, elect a properly qualified person as district
superintendent, together with such properly qualified assistant

superintendents as it deens wi se. The district superintendent

and assi stant superi ntendent shall be at-will enpl oyes of the




board of school directors. If a district superintendent has

jurisdiction over a joint school systemincluding grades 1 to
12, he shall be elected by a majority vote of all the school
directors in the districts operating the joint school system

* x *

Section 2. Section 1073(a) and (b) of the act, anended
January 16, 1974 (P.L.1, No.1l), are anended to read:

Section 1073. Manner of Election or Approval.--(a) The
board of school directors of each school district, except in
school districts of the first class, shall neet at its regular
pl ace of neeting, during the |ast year of the termof the
di strict superintendent or at any other tinme when a vacancy
shall occur in the office of district superintendent, at an hour
previously fixed by the board. The secretary of each board of
school directors shall mail to each nenber thereof at |east five
days beforehand, a notice of the time, place and purpose of such
nmeeting. At such neeting the board shall elect or approve a
properly qualified district superintendent to serve a term of
fromthree to five years fromthe first day of July next
following his election or froma tinme mutually agreed upon by
the duly elected district superintendent and the board of school

directors as an at-will enpl oye of the board of school

directors.

(b) At a regular neeting of the board of school directors
occurring at |least one hundred fifty (150) days prior to the
expiration date of the termof office of the district
superi ntendent, the agenda shall include an itemrequiring
affirmative action by five or nore nenbers of the board of

school directors to notify the district superintendent that the

board intends to retain himfor a further termof fromthree (3)
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to five (5) years as an at-will enploye of the board of school

directors or that another or other candidates will be considered
for the office. In the event that the board fails to take such
action at a regular neeting of the board of school directors
occurring at |least one hundred fifty (150) days prior to the
expiration date of the termof office of the district

superintendent, he shall continue in office for a further term

of simlar length to that which he is serving, but shall be an

at-will enploye of the board of school directors.

* * %

Section 3. Section 1080 of the act is anended to read:
Section 1080. Renoval.--(a) District superintendents and
assistant district superintendents may be renoved fromoffice[,

after hearing,] by a magjority vote of the board of school
directors of the district[, for neglect of duty, inconpetency,

i nt enrperance, or inmmorality, of which hearing notice of at |east
one week has been sent by mail to the accused, as well as to
each nenber of the of the board of school directors.] with or

w t hout cause.

(b) Notwi thstandi ng any of the provisions of this section, a

school superintendent under contract with a board of school

directors of a school district prior to the effecti ve date of

this subsection shall be pernmitted to conplete the renmai nder of

said contract according to its terns and shall becone an at-wl|

enpl oye of the district in the first contract renewal foll ow ng

the effective date of this subsection.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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