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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1227 %%

| NTRODUCED BY O NEI LL, ARMSTRONG, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, CORRI GAN,
CRAHALLA, CREI GHTON, GEI ST, HARHART, HARRI'S, HENNESSEY,
HERSHEY, KAUFFMAN, LEH, R M LLER, NAILOR, PHI LLIPS,
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AN ACT

Providing for procedures for students expelled from school and
for powers and duties of boards of school directors.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Student
Responsibility Law.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The right of children in this Cormonwealth to a
public education is conditioned upon their conpliance with
the rules and regul ations of the school entity they attend
and ot her requirenents of |aw

(2) The board of school directors of every public school

entity possesses the authority to suspend or tenporarily or

permanent |y expel any student and reinstate such student upon

terms and conditions established by the board.
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(3) The parents or |egal guardians of school - age
students expelled fromthe school entity have the
responsibility to assune the costs of providing these
students with an education during the period of tine the
students are expell ed.

(4) Students in the public schools of this Commonweal th
have the responsibility to conduct thenselves in accordance
with the rules and regul ati ons established by the board of
school directors of every school entity. Failure by students
to abide by such rules and regulations may result in their
suspensi on or expul sion fromthe public schools or other
di sci pli ne.

(5) The taxpayers of this Commonweal th shoul d be
relieved fromthe responsibility of paying for the education
of students expelled fromthe public schools.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Actual cost."” The additional increnental expenditure by the
entity in order to provide an alternate placenent programto a
particul ar expelled student, m nus the anount of any subsi dy,
rei nbursenent, grant noneys or other funding received by the
entity from nonl ocal sources specifically for the purpose of
provi ding an alternate placenent programto that student.

"Alternate placenent program"™ Educational services provided
to an expelled student, such as placenent in another school,
home tutorial or correspondence study, or other approved
program or conbination thereof, which satisfy conpul sory

education requirenments applicable to expelled students.
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"Board." The board of school directors or trustees of a
school entity.

"Conpul sory education requirenents.” The m ni mum educati onal
requirenents for children of conpul sory school age as
establ i shed in section 1327 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, and
i npl enmenting regul ati ons thereto.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"School entity." A public school district, charter school,
intermedi ate unit or area vocational -technical school.

"State board." The State Board of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 4. Education of expelled students of conpul sory school
age.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (c), no
school entity shall be required to expend funds for the
education of any student of conpul sory school age who is
expelled froma school entity during the expul sion period or the
12-nmont h period beginning with the date of expul sion, whichever
is |ess.

(b) Placenment.--Wthin 30 days of the date of expul sion, the
parents or |egal guardians of an expelled student of conpul sory
school age shall conply with all of the follow ng provisions:

(1) Make arrangenents for the education of the student
in conpliance with conpul sory education requirenents, at no
cost to the school entity, through placenent in another
school, through tutorial or correspondence study or through
anot her approved educati onal program

(2) Notify the school entity of the placenent nade.
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1 (c) Financial inability to provide alternative education

2 placenent. --

3 (1) |If the parents or |egal guardians denonstrate to the
4 school entity's board or the board's designee that after a

5 bona fide effort, they are unable to provide for an alternate
6 pl acenent program because neither they nor the student have

7 access to sufficient financial resources, then the school

8 entity shall provide for such alternate placenent program for
9 the student as the board in its sole discretion determnes to
10 be appropriate. The board may, in its discretion, require an
11 expel | ed student and/or the parents or |egal guardians of the
12 expel l ed student to pay for all or such part of the entity's
13 actual cost of providing such alternate placenent program as
14 is determned to be within the financial ability of the

15 student and/or parents or |egal guardians, or to permt the
16 student and/or the parents or |egal guardians to performa

17 gi ven nunber of hours of conmunity service during the period
18 of expulsion in lieu of such paynent in accordance with such
19 procedures and conditions as the board may determ ne. The
20 assi gned hours of community service shall not be on the
21 property of the school entity and shall not benefit the
22 school entity unless agreed to by the school entity. A board
23 may not schedul e the hours of comrunity service during a tinme
24 or at a location that conflicts with the paid enpl oynent of
25 t he individual assigned to conplete the comunity servi ce.
26 (2) The school entity shall establish procedures by
27 whi ch the parents or |egal guardians nmay apply to the school
28 entity for a determnation of financial inability to provide
29 a sufficient alternate placenent program and may require the
30 parents or |egal guardians and student to submt proof in the
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1 formof financial or tax docunments, affidavits or other

2 evi dence of such financial inability. In the event an

3 application for determ nation of financial inability is

4 initially denied, the parents or |egal guardians shall be

5 of fered the opportunity for a hearing before the board or the
6 board' s designee. The parents or |egal guardi ans may appeal
7 the determ nation of the board or the board' s designee to

8 court in accordance with the provisions of the Local Agency
9 Law as defined in 2 Pa.C.S. 8 105 (relating to Local Agency
10 Law). The court in any such appeal shall not have

11 jurisdiction to review or alter any determ nation of the

12 school entity's board or officials relating either to the

13 nature or extent of the alternate placenent program provided
14 by the school entity, or to the board's prior decision to

15 expel or inpose other discipline upon the student.

16 (3) Any student whose alternative placenent programis
17 provi ded by the school entity shall submt a sworn affidavit
18 signed by the student and the student's parents or |egal

19 guardi ans stating that the student agrees to conply with the
20 ternms and conditions applicable to the alternate placenent
21 program including, but not limted to, all applicable rules
22 of student conduct.
23 (d) Requirenents.--Upon the expiration of the expul sion
24 period or the 12-nonth period beginning with the date of
25 expul sion of a student of conpul sory school age, whichever is
26 less, the school entity shall:
27 (1) readmt the student to the school entity subject to
28 the terns and conditions established by the board as provided
29 in section 5 (relating to readm ssion policy); or
30 (2) if the period of expulsion has not expired, provide
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the student with an alternate placenent programin another

school, through tutorial or correspondence study or in

anot her educati onal program determ ned by the board in its

sol e discretion to be appropriate.
Section 5. Readm ssion policy.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Every school entity shall establish a
policy governing the procedures and requirenents for expelled
students, whether or not of conpul sory school age, to be
readm tted upon the expiration of the period of expulsion. This
policy may include:

(1) A sworn affidavit signed by the expelled student and
the student's parents or |egal guardi ans requesting
readm ssion to the school entity stating that the student
agrees to conply with the terns and conditions established by
the board, including, but not limted to, all applicable
rul es of student conduct.

(2) A neeting between the expelled student, the parents
or | egal guardians of the expelled student, unless the
student is an emanci pated m nor, and the district
superi ntendent or chief school adm nistrator or a designee.
Sufficient notice of the tine and place of the neeting shal
be given to the expelled student and the student's parents or
| egal guardi ans.

(3) An expelled student who has been readnmtted to a
school entity under this section and who is expelled
subsequent to those procedures shall be liable for |egal fees
and costs incurred by the school entity in such subsequent
expul sion proceeding or related court proceedings. If the
student is a mnor child, the parents or |egal guardi ans of

the student shall be liable for the | egal fees and costs.
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(b) Readmi ssion prior to expiration of expul sion.--The board
of school directors may, upon reconmmendation of the district
superintendent or chief school administrator, or on its own
initiative, readmt an expelled student to school prior to the
expiration of the terns of expulsion, under such further terns,
conditions or requirenents as the board may determne in
addition to those established pursuant to subsection (a).

(c) Exception to readm ssion.--Expelled students shall not
be eligible to apply for readm ssion to the school entity if
they are 21 years of age or ol der or have graduated from anot her
public or private school entity or have acquired a general
educati onal devel opnent (GED) certificate.

Section 6. Adm ssion of transferring students.

(a) Expul sion from another school. --

(1) Adm ssions of, and provision of alternate placenent
prograns to, students expelled froma school entity other
than the entity of current residence or a nonpublic school
shall be subject to the provisions of sections 4 (relating to
education of expelled students of conpul sory school age) and
5 (relating to readm ssion policy). No school entity shall be
required to admt a student expelled from another school
entity or nonpublic school into its regular school program
until the period of expul sion has expired. However, this
par agr aph shall not apply to a student expelled or dism ssed
froma nonpublic school for reasons that would not otherw se
subj ect the student to expul sion under the receiving entity's
rul es of student conduct.

(2) A receiving school entity shall not be required to
provi de an alternate placenent programfor a student of

conmpul sory school age during the 12-nonth period since
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expul sion was inposed or to entertain an application by the

parents or |egal guardians for a determ nation of financial

inability in accordance with section 4 if such application
has previously been deni ed by another school entity.

(b) Provisional enrollnment.--Notw thstandi ng any provision
of this act to the contrary, a receiving school entity may
enrol|l a student transferring from anot her school entity or non-
public school on a provisional basis until a certified copy of
the student's disciplinary record and sworn statenent as
required in section 1304-A of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is received by
the school entity. If the disciplinary record contains a history
of m sbehavi or, the student may be placed in an alternative
program and may be ineligible to participate in extracurricular
activities at the discretion of the receiving entity.

(c) If a provisionally enrolled or other transferring
student has commtted acts while enrolled in another school
entity or nonpublic school which would subject students in the
receiving entity to possible expulsion, but for which the forner
school entity or nonpublic school did not expel the student
prior to the transfer, the board of the receiving school entity
may, after hearing, expel or deny adm ssion to the student or
i npose such other discipline or disciplinary assignnent as is
consistent wth the standards and policies of the receiving
school entity. Denial of adm ssion shall be treated as expul sion
for purposes of this act.

Section 7. Student and parent notification.

Every school entity shall forward a certified |letter to the

parents or |egal guardi ans of expelled students specifying al

ternms and conditions inposed by the school entity pursuant to
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this act. If an expelled student is 18 years of age or ol der or
if the school entity has reason to believe that the student is
an emanci pated mnor, a certified letter shall also be forwarded
directly to the student.

Section 8. Failure to conply.

Not hing in this act shall be construed to exenpt an expelled
student or the student's parents or |egal guardians from
conmpul sory education requirenments or the penalties contained in
sections 1333, 1338 and 1338.1 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, if
they fail to provide the student with a sufficient alternate
pl acenent program and have not been determ ned financially
unabl e to do so pursuant to section 4 (relating to education of
expel | ed students of conpul sory school age).

Section 9. Exenptions.

Not hing in this act shall supersede the provisions of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 91-230,
20 U.S.C. 8 1400 et seq.) and its correspondi ng Federal
regul ations relating to the discipline of challenged students.
Section 10. Regul ations.

The State board shall promul gate regulations to carry out
this act.

Section 11. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 12. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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