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AN ACT

Providing for the issuance of identification cards for retired

| aw enforcenent officers; and providing for the powers and

duties of |aw enforcenent agencies and the Minicipal Police

O ficers' Education and Training Conm ssi on.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Retired Law

Enforcement ldentification Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds as follows:

(1) On July 22, 2004, the President of the United States

signed the Law Enforcenment O ficers Safety Act of 2004, 18

U S.C. 88 926B (relating to carrying of conceal ed firearns by

qualified | aw enforcenent officers) and 926C (relating to
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carrying of concealed firearnms by qualified retired | aw
enforcenment officers), which authorized certain current and
retired |l aw enforcenent officers, if they so choose, to carry
a conceal ed firearm

(2) Section 3 of the Law Enforcenent O ficers Safety Act
of 2004, 18 U.S.C. 8 926C, requires qualified retired | aw
enforcenment officers to have photographic identification
identifying themas a retired | aw enforcenent officer.

(3) The Law Enforcenent O ficers Safety Act of 2004
requires retired | aw enforcenent officers to maintain an
annual qualification with their firearm and possess either
identification or a certificate which indicates such
qual i fication.

(4) Pennsylvania | aw does not currently provide for
phot ographic identification of retired | aw enforcenent
of ficers.

(5) Pennsylvania | aw does not currently provide for
annual firearnms qualification by retired | aw enforcenent
of ficers.

(6) It isinthe interests of the Commonwealth to
establish uniformidentification cards and qualification
cards for retired | aw enforcenent officers and a nmet hod of
conducting annual firearnms qualifications for such

i ndi vi dual s.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Certified | aw enforcenent firearminstructor.” Any

i ndi vi dual who possesses a current police firearns instructor
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rating fromthe National Rifle Association, the Pennsylvani a

State Police, the Miunicipal Police Oficers' Education and

Trai ni ng Commi ssi on, thePennsylvania—Corm-sston—oen—Cre—and <—
Pelingueney— the Deputy Sheriffs' Education and Traini ng Board,

t he Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Smth & Wesson Acadeny,

t he Phil adel phia Police Acadeny or the United States Secret

Service or other certification approved by the Minicipal Police

O ficers' Education and Training Conmm ssi on.

"Conmi ssion.” The Minicipal Police Oficers' Education and
Trai ni ng Comm ssion established in 53 Pa.C. S. Ch. 21 Subch. D
(relating to municipal police education and training).

"COMMONVEALTH S STANDARDS FOR TRAI NI NG AND QUALI FI CATION FOR  <—
ACTI VE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS TO CARRY A FIREARM " THE
STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY FROM VH CH
AN OFFI CER RETI RED OR BY THE MUNI Cl PAL PCLI CE OFFI CERS
EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG COW SSI ON FOR TRAI NI NG AND QUALI FI CATI ON
TO CARRY A FI REARM OF THE SAME TYPE AS THE CONCEALED FI REARM
PROVI DED THAT THE COMM SSI ON DOES NOT CHARGE A FEE TO CERTI FI ED
LAW ENFORCEMENT FI REARM | NSTRUCTORS AND OFFI CERS FOR THE
STANDARDS, WHETHER ACCESS TO THE STANDARDS IS G VEN THROUGH THE
| NTERNET OR SOME OTHER FORM OF PUBLI CATI ON.

"ldentification card.” A retired | aw enforcenent officer
identification card authorized under section 4 (relating to
retired |l aw enforcenent identification card).

"Qualification card.” A VALID firearmtraining and <—
qual i fication card authorized under section 5 (relating to
firearmtraining and qualification card). WHEN CARRI ED W TH AN <—
| DENTI FI CATI ON CARD, A QUALI FI CATI ON CARD SHALL CONSTI TUTE A
PENNSYLVANI A LI CENSE TO CARRY A FI REARM

"RETI RED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER' OR "OFFICER " A QUALI FI ED
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RETI RED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER AS DEFINED IN 18 U. S.C. §
926C(C) (RELATI NG TO CARRYI NG OF CONCEALED FI REARMS BY QUALI FI ED
RETI RED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS)
Section 4. Retired |law enforcenent identification card.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Subject to the paynent of the fee, if
any, inmposed under subsection (c):

(1) A law enforcenent agency shall provide each officer,
upon retirenent, with a retired | aw enforcenent
identification card.

(2) At anytime after a—-taw-enfoerecenent AN officer <—
retires, upon request of the officer, a | aw enforcenent
agency shall provide the retired | aw enforcenent officer with
aretired | aw enforcenent identification card.

(b) Contents.--ldentification cards shall be uniform
t hroughout this Commonweal th and on a form prescribed by the
commi ssion. The identification card shall bear the foll ow ng:

(1) The photograph of the retired | aw enforcenent
of ficer.

(2) The nane, address, date of birth, race, sex, height,
wei ght, color of hair, color of eyes and signature of the
retired | aw enforcenent officer

(3) The signature of the | aw enforcenent officer issuing
the identification card.

(4) The nane, tel ephone nunber and address of the | aw
enf orcenent agency issuing the card.

(5) Any other infornmation designated by the commr ssion.
(c) Fees.--A law enforcenent agency may charge a reasonabl e

fee, not to exceed $15, for each identification card.
Section 5. Firearmtraining and qualification card.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Aretired |l aw enforcenent officer shal
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be eligible for a qualification card if the | aw enforcenent
officer either:
(1) resides in this Comonweal th; or
(2) retired froma | aw enforcenent agency of this
Commonweal th or any political subdivision thereof.
(b) Contents.--Qualification cards shall be issued to
i ndi cate conpliance w th H+rearrs—trainingand—qualifiecation <—
standards— THE COVMONWEALTH S STANDARDS FOR TRAI NI NG AND <—
QUALI FI CATI ON FOR ACTI VE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS TO CARRY A
FI REARM The qualification cards shall be uniformthroughout
this Commonweal th and on a form prescri bed by the conm ssion.
The qualification card shall bear the foll ow ng:
(1) The nane, address, date of birth, race, sex, height,
wei ght, color of hair, color of eyes and signature of the
retired | aw enforcenent officer
(2) The date of conpletion of the nost recent firearns
training and qualification by the retired | aw enforcenent
of ficer.
(3) An expiration date 12 nonths later than the date of
conpl eti on under paragraph (2).
(4) The nanme and signature of the certified | aw
enforcenent firearns instructor issuing the qualification
card.
(5} The neke-and nodel—of —any firearmused for firearns < —
o | g . I I . L :
G-f—f—FGe'r—. 0
(5) THE NAME AND SI GNATURE OF A SHERI FF. <—
(6) A CONFI RVATI ON NUMBER PROVI DED BY THE SHERI FF WHO
SI GNED THE QUALI FI CATI ON CARD
(7) A BRI EF DESCRI PTION OF THE DUTY TO SURRENDER A
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QUALI FI CATI ON CARD PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 6, | NCLUDI NG A SPACE
FOR THE MAI LI NG ADDRESS DESI GNATED BY THE SHERI FF. THE
SHERI FF SHALL ADD THE MAI LI NG ADDRESS | N THE SPACE PROVI DED.
6} (8) Any other information designated by the
conmi ssi on.
Qualification cards shall not contain a photograph of the
retired | aw enforcenent officer
(c) Issuing authorization.--Any certified |aw enforcenent

firearns instructor may issue a qualification card to a retired

| aw enforcenent officer who has net the Hrearmtrabningor

g . lard F I F . hi
Cormvenwealth— COVMMONVEALTH S STANDARDS FOR TRAI NI NG AND

QUALI FI CATI ON FOR ACTI VE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS TO CARRY A
FI REARM

(D) CONFI RVATI ON NUMBER. - - A QUALI FI CATI ON CARD SHALL NOT BE
VALI D W THOUT A CONFI RVATI ON NUMBER. A CONFI RVATI ON NUMBER SHALL

PENNSYLVANFA—STATEPOHCEFOTHESHERH-F—FORTHEPURPOSESOF
FH-SPARAGRAPH —A—SHERH-F—SHALLREQUJEST-ACRHM-NALHI-STORY BE
A UNI QUE APPROVAL NUMBER PROVI DED BY THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE
PCLI CE TO THE SHERI FF. FOR THE PURPOSES OF OBTAI NI NG A UNI QUE
APPROVAL NUMBER, A SHERI FF SHALL REQUEST A CRI M NAL HI STORY
RECORD, JUVEN LE DELI NQUENCY RECORD AND MENTAL HEALTH CHECK
OF THE OFFI CER FROM THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE PCLI CE EACH TI ME A
NEW QUALI FI CATI ON NUMBER | S REQUESTED. FOR EACH REQUEST, THE

20050H1057B3103 - 6 -
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SHERI FF SHALL CCOLLECT A FEE EQUI VALENT TO THE COST OF

PROVI DI NG THE SERVI CE BUT NOT TO EXCEED $5 PER REQUEST. THE

FEES COLLECTED SHALL BE TRANSM TTED TO THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE

POLICE WTHI N 14 DAYS OF COLLECTI ON. THE SHERI FF SHALL KEEP A

COPY OF THE UNI QUE APPROVAL NUMBER.

3y —A-UNFQUE-APPROVAL - NUVBER-PROVI-DEB-BY-THE <—

PENNSYLVANFA—STATEPO-CE-WTHHN-THELASTFOJRYEARS FOFHE

SHERHFF-FOR-THE PURPCSES - OF PARAGRAPH- {2}

&) (E) Blank qualification cards.--The Conm ssion shall <—
make avail abl e bl ank qualification cards for use by certified
| aw enforcenent firearns instructors and may charge a reasonabl e
fee, not to exceed $2, for each blank qualification card.

(F) ITMVUNITY.--A SHERI FF WHO COVPLI ES I N GOOD FAI TH W TH <—
THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE | MMUNE FROM LI ABI LI TY RESULTI NG OR ARl SI NG
FROM THE ACTI ON OR M SCONDUCT W TH A FI REARM COW TTED BY AN
OFFI CER WHO HAS BEEN PROVI DED A CONFI RVATI ON NUVBER FROM THE
SHERI FF.

(G DEFINITION. --FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM
"SHERI FF" SHALL MEAN:

(1) THE SHERI FF OF A COUNTY; OR
(2) INACTY OF THE FIRST CLASS, THE CH EF OR HEAD OF
THE POLI CE DEPARTMENT.
SECTION 6. RETURN OF QUALI FI CATI ON CARD.

(A) DUTY TO SURRENDER. - -

(1) IF A RETI RED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER BECOVES LEGALLY

I NELI G BLE TO RECElI VE, POSSESS, USE, MANUFACTURE, CONTROL,

SELL OR TRANSFER A FI REARM THE | NDI VI DUAL SHALL SURRENDER

H S QUALI FI CATI ON CARD W THI N FI VE DAYS TO THE SHERI FF WHO

PROVI DED THE CONFI RVATI ON NUMBER UNDER SECTI ON 5.

(2) A QUALI FI CATI ON CARD SHALL BE DEEMED TI MELY MAI LED
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IF IT IS SENT BY CERTI FI ED MAI L AND POSTMARKED W THI N THE

FI VE- DAY PERI OD.

(3) THE SHERI FF SHALL DESI GNATE ONE ADDRESS FOR THE

RECElI PT OF SURRENDERED QUALI FI CATI ON CARDS BY MAI L.

(4) WTH N TEN DAYS OF THE SURRENDER OF A QUALI FI CATI ON

CARD, THE SHERI FF SHALL NOTI FY THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE POLI CE

BY ELECTRONI C MAIL OR FACSIM LE OF THE I DENTITY OF THE

OFFI CER WHO HAS SURRENDERED THE QUALI FI CATI ON CARD.

(B) VIOLATION. --AN | NDI VI DUAL VWHO KNOW NGLY AND
| NTENTI ONALLY FAI LS TO SURRENDER HI S QUALI FI CATI ON CARD AS
PROVI DED | N SUBSECTI ON (A) COM TS AN OFFENSE.

(C) GRADI NG --AN OFFENSE UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B) CONSTI TUTES A
SUMVARY OFFENSE.

SECTION 7. RULES AND REGULATI ONS.

THE COW SSI ON SHALL, I N THE MANNER PROVI DED BY LAW
PROMULGATE THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT.

SECTI ON 8. PUBLI C RECORDS.

I NFORMATI ON PROVI DED OR MAI NTAI NED PURSUANT TO THI S ACT SHALL
BE CONFI DENTI AL AND SHALL NOT BE DEEMED A PUBLI C RECORD SUBJECT
TO DI SCLOSURE UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE 21, 1957 (P.L.390, NO 212),
REFERRED TO AS THE RI GHT- TO- KNOW LAW
Section 6 9. Construction. <—

Not hing in this act shall be construed to abrogate either the
sovereign imunity or governnental inmmunity of a | aw enforcenent
agency pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 85 (relating to matters
af fecting governnent units). Aretired |l aw enforcenent officer
shall not be considered an enpl oyee of any | aw enfor cenent
agency in this Comonweal t h.

Section # 10. Ef fecti ve date. <—
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1 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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