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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 10555

| NTRODUCED BY J. EVANS, LEACH, BEBKO- JONES, BENNI NGHOFF, BLAUM
BUNT, CALTAG RONE, COSTA, CREI GHTON, CURRY, DENLI NGER,
FRANKEL, GEI ST, GOOD, HARHART, HENNESSEY, HERMAN, KILLI ON
KOTI K, LEVDANSKY, MARKOSEK, PISTELLA, RElICHLEY, RUBLEY,
SATHER, SCAVELLO, B. SM TH, T. STEVENSQN, THOVAS, TRUE
TURZAI, WLT AND WOINAROSKI, MARCH 21, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 21, 2005
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for court-appointed child
custody health care practitioners.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 23 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 5315. Court-appointed child custody health care

practitioners.

(a) Presunption.--A licensed health care practitioner who

has been appointed by a court as a child custody eval uator,

t her api st, nedi ator, parent coordi nator, parent educator, case

manager or in any other role to assist the court in determ ning

or inplenenting a child custody agreenent shall be presuned to

be acting in good faith when assisting the appointing court if,

in conducti ng the eval uati on, therapy, nedi ation, educati on or
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other service, the licensed health care practitioner has

reasonably conplied with the ethical standards adopted by the

health care practitioner's profession.

(b) Conplaints.--No contestant in any child custody

proceeding in which the court appointed a |licensed health care

practitioner to assist the court in deternmning or inplenenting

a child custody agreenent shall be permtted to file a conpl ai nt

agai nst the licensed health care practitioner with the

practitioner's State |licensing board without first petitioning

for and obtai ning the approval of the appointing court. The

appoi nting court shall approve a contestant's petition to file a

conplaint if the court finds that the |licensed health care

practitioner failed to act in good faith.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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