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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 767 %

| NTRODUCED BY JAMES, WASHI NGTON, W LLI AMS, CALTAG RONE,
BLACKWELL, DeWEESE, FRANKEL, JOSEPHS, KI RKLAND, LEDERER
OLI VER, PRESTON, READSHAW STABACK, STETLER, TI GUE, WHEATLEY,
WATERS, YOUNGBLOCOD, BEBKO-JONES, PI STELLA AND PALLONE
MARCH 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for jury
conposi tion.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 4521.1 Jury conposition

(a) Al but three jurors selected.--An attorney representing

a def endant or a prosecuting attorney in a crimnal case nay

insist there be at |l east three jurors of the sane race as the

def endant or victimif:

(1) the defendant or the victimis a nenber of a racial

cateqgory representing one-fourth or nore of the popul ati on of

the judicial district, as deternm ned by the nost recently

avai |l able United States Census fi gures;

(2) there is no menber of the jury who is a nenber of
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the sane race as the defendant or victinm and

(3) all but three jurors have been sel ected.

(b) Al but two jurors selected.--An attorney representing a

def endant or a prosecuting attorney in a crimnal case nay

insist that there be a juror of the sane race as the def endant

or victimif:

(1) the defendant or the victimis a nenber of a racial

cateqgory representi ng one-si xth or nore, but |ess than one-

fourth of the population of the judicial district, as

deternined by the nost recently avail able United States

Census fi gures;

(2) there is no menber of the jury who is a nenber of

the sane race as the defendant or victinm and

(3) all but two jurors have been sel ect ed.

(c) Al but one juror selected.--An attorney representing a

def endant or a prosecuting attorney in a crimnal case nay

insist that there be a juror of the sane race as the def endant

or victimif:

(1) the defendant or the victimis a nenber of a racial

cateqgory representing one-twelfth or nore, but | ess than one-

si xth of the popul ation of the judicial district, as

deternined by the nost recently avail able United States

Census fi gures;

(2) there is no menber of the jury who is a nenber of

the sane race as the defendant or victinm and

(3) all but one juror has been sel ect ed.

(d) Any racial mnority.--An attorney representing a

def endant or a prosecuting attorney in a crimnal case nay

insist there be a juror who is a nenber of a racial mnority if:

(1) the defendant or the victimis a nenber of a racial
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cateqgory representing | ess than one-twelfth of the popul ati on

of the judicial district, as deternm ned by the nost recently

avai |l able United States Census fi gures;

(2) there is no menber of the jury who is a nenber of

any racial mnority; and

(3) all but one juror has been sel ect ed.

(e) Conflicting petitions.--In the event of nultiple

conflicting petitions, the judge shall renpbve jurors, at the

judge's discretion, to achieve the required jury conposition

under this section.

(f) Change of venue.--A npotion for a change of venue nmay be

granted if the judge deternmnes that it is unlikely that a jury

can be inpaneled in a tinely manner.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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