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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 473 5

| NTRODUCED BY REI CHLEY, WALKO, WHEATLEY, RUBLEY, ARMSTRONG
BALDW N, BOYD, CALTAGQ RONE, CRAHALLA, DENLI NGER, O NEILL AND
E. Z. TAYLOR FEBRUARY 14, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, FEBRUARY 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further defining "nmotor vehicle"; defining

"notorized scooter™; providing for regulation of the

operation of notorized scooters; and further providing for

driving upon sidewal k and for requirenment for identification
nunber.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "nmotor vehicle" in section 102
of Title 75 of the Pennsyl vania Consolidated Statutes is anended
and the section is amended by adding a definition to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

* * %

“"Motor vehicle.”" A vehicle which is self-propelled except an
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el ectric personal assistive nobility device, a notorized scooter

or a vehicle which is propelled solely by human power or by
el ectric power obtained fromoverhead trolley wres, but not
oper at ed upon rails.

* * %

"Motori zed scooter." Any two-wheel ed device that has

handl ebars, is designed to be stood or sat upon by the operator

and is powered by a gasoline or electric notor that is capabl e

of propelling the device with or wi thout hunman propul si on. The

term does not include any of the foll ow ng:

(1) A npotorcycl e.

(2) A notor-driven cycl e.

(3) A npotorized pedal cycl e.

* * %

Section 2. Chapter 35 of Title 75 is anmended by adding a

subchapter to read:
SUBCHAPTER F
OPERATI ON OF MOTORI ZED SCOOTERS

Sec.
3591. Scope.
3592. Muni ci pal ordinance.
3593. Requirenents for operation.
3594. Hel net required.
3595. Applicability of vehicle code provisions.
3596. Additional restrictions.
3597. Motorized scooters otherw se prohibited.
§ 3591. Scope.

Thi s subchapter applies to the operation of notorized
scooters in nunicipalities which have adopted ordi nances in

accordance with section 3592 (relating to municipal ordinance).
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§ 3592. Muinici pal ordinance.

A nmunicipality may by ordi nance authorize the operation of
not ori zed scooters on hi ghways, shoul ders of hi ghways,
trafficways or sidewal ks, or any conbination thereof, within the
muni ci pality subject to the restrictions specified in this
subchapt er
§ 3593. Requirenents for operation.

(a) Age.--An individual 11 years of age or younger may not
operate a notorized scooter.

(b) Prohibition on freeways.--An individual may not operate
a notorized scooter on a freeway.

(c) Tinme.--An individual nmay not operate a notorized scooter
bet ween sunset and sunri se.

(d) Use.--No notorized scooter may be used to carry nore
i ndividual s at one tinme than the nunber for which the notorized
scooter is designed and equi pped.

(e) Parental responsibility.--The parent or guardi an of any
child shall not authorize or knowingly permt the child to
violate any of the provisions of this title relating to the
operation of notorized scooters.

§ 3594. Hel net required.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An individual may not operate a notorized
scooter unless the individual is wearing a pedal cycl e hel net
nmeeting the requirenments of section 3510 (relating to pedal cycle
hel nets for certain persons).

(b) Waiver of fine.--1f a person receives a citation issued
by the proper authority for violation of subsection (a), a
magi sterial district judge, magistrate or judge shall dismss
the charges if the person prior to or at the person's hearing

di spl ays evi dence of acquisition of a helnmet neeting the
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standards prescribed in subsection (a) to the magisteri al
district judge, nagistrate or judge. Sufficient evidence shal
include a receipt nmailed to the appropriate court officer which
evi dences purchase or transfer of such a hel met from anot her

hel met owner, evidenced by a notarized letter.

(c) Exenption.--This section shall not apply to an
i ndi vi dual who can produce a statenent fromthe individual's
church authorities attesting that it is against the tenets of
the individual's religion to wear a hel net.

(d) GCvil actions.--1n no event shall a violation or alleged
vi ol ati on of subsection (a) be used as evidence in a trial of
any civil action, nor shall any jury in a civil action be
instructed that any conduct did constitute or could be
interpreted by the jury to constitute a violation of subsection
(a), nor shall failure to use a pedal cycle hel net be consi dered
as contributory negligence, nor shall failure to use a
pedal cycl e hel net be adm ssible as evidence in the trial of any
civil action.

(e) Penalty.--Notw thstanding any other provisions of |aw,
any violation of subsection (a) is punishable by a fine,
including all penalties, assessnents and court costs inposed on
t he convicted person, not to exceed $25.

(f) Definition.--As used in this section, the term"wearing
a pedal cycl e hel net” neans having a pedal cycl e hel net of good
fit fastened securely upon the head with the hel met straps.

§ 3595. Applicability of vehicle code provisions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wen a notorized scooter is pernmitted to
be operated upon a roadway, the operator shall be granted all of
the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable

to a driver of a vehicle by this title, except as to speci al

20050H0473B0512 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

provisions in this subchapter and except as to those provisions
of this title which by their nature can have no application.

(b) Exenption.--Mtorized scooters are exenpted fromthe
vehi cl e equi pnent requirenments in Chapters 41 (relating to
equi pnent standards), 43 (relating to lighting equi pnment) and 45
(relating to other required equi pnent) and depart nent
regul ations relating to those sections.

§ 3596. Additional restrictions.

A nmunicipality may inpose restrictions on the operation of
not ori zed scooters in addition to those specified in this
subchapt er
§ 3597. Mbdtorized scooters otherw se prohibited.

The operation of notorized scooters on a hi ghway, shoul der of
a highway, trafficway or sidewal k, except insofar as operation
on a sidewal k may be necessary to enter or |eave adjacent
property, in any municipality that has not adopted an ordi nance
under section 3592 (relating to municipal ordinance) is
pr ohi bi t ed.

Section 3. Section 3703(a) of Title 75 is anmended and the
section is anended by addi ng a subsection to read:

§ 3703. Driving upon sidewal k.

(a) General rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b)
[or], (c) or (d), no person shall drive any vehicle except a
human- power ed vehi cl e upon a sidewal k or sidewal k area except
upon a permanent or duly authorized tenporary driveway.

* * %

(d) Motorized scooters.--A nunicipality nmay permt by

ordi nance in accordance with Subchapter F of Chapter 35

(relating to operati on of nptorized scooters), the operati on of

a notorized scooter on a sidewal k or sidewal k area. A
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muni ci pality may i npose such restricti ons as nmay be necessary to

protect the interests of pedestrians and others using the

si dewal k or sidewal k ar ea.

Section 4. Section 7101 of Title 75 is anended to read:

§ 7101. Requirenent for identification nunber.

Every vehicle other than a pedal cycle or notorized scooter
shall contain a vehicle identification nunber which shall be

pl aced upon or incorporated into the vehicle in such nanner as
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to be a permanent part of the vehicle.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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