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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 399 5

I NTRODUCED BY BUXTON, CAPPELLI, BOYD, BUNT, CALTAGQ RONE,
CRAHALLA, FICHTER, GERGELY, G NGRI CH, GRELL, KOTIK, LEDERER,
MUNDY, PAYNE, READSHAW B. SM TH, STABACK, TIGUE, VI TALI,
SATHER, PALLONE, THOVAS, SHANER, FABRI ZI O AND STURLA,
FEBRUARY 9, 2005

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 15, 2005

AN ACT
Amrending Title 54 (Names) of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed
Statutes, further providing for D VORCI NG AND DI VORCED PERSON <—
AND surviving spouse to resune prior nane.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 704 OF TI TLE 54 OF THE PENNSYLVAN A <—
CONSCLI DATED STATUTES |'S AMENDED TO READ:
§ 704. DI VORCI NG AND DI VORCED PERSON MAY RESUME PRI OR NAME.
(A) CENERAL RULE. --ANY PERSON WHO IS A PARTY IN A DI VORCE
ACTI ON MAY, AT ANY TI ME PRIOR TO OR SUBSEQUENT TO THE ENTRY OF
THE DI VORCE DECREE, RESUME ANY PRI OR SURNAME USED BY H M OR HER
BY FILING A WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO SUCH EFFECT IN THE OFFI CE OF THE
[ CLERK OF THE COURT] PROTHONOTARY OF THE COUNTY I N WHI CH THE




DI VORCE ACTI ON WAS FI LED OR THE DECREE OF DI VORCE WAS ENTERED,
SHOW NG THE CAPTI ON AND DOCKET NUMBER OF THE PROCEEDI NG I N
DI VORCE

(B) FOREI GN DECREES. - - WHERE A DI VORCED PERSON HAS BEEN THE
SUBJECT OF A DECREE OF DI VORCE GRANTED IN A FOREI GN
JURI SDI CTI ON, A CERTI FI ED COPY OF SUCH FOREI GN DI VORCE DECREE
MAY BE FI LED WTH THE [ CLERK OF THE COURT OF COVMON PLEAS]
PROTHONOTARY OF THE COUNTY WHERE THE PERSON RESI DES AND
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THEREAFTER, THE NOTI CE SPECI FI ED I N SUBSECTI ON (A) MAY BE FI LED
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W TH REFERENCE TO SUCH DECREE.
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SECTION 2. SECTION 704.1 OF TI TLE 54, ADDED NOVEMBER 19,
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2004 (P.L.842, NO 105), IS AVENDED TO READ
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§ 704.1. Surviving spouse may resune prior nane.
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A surviving spouse nmay, at any tine, resunme any prior surnane
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used by himor her by filing a witten notice to such effect in
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the office of the [clerk of courts of common pl eas] prothonotary
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of the county where the surviving spouse resides, acconpani ed by

a certificate of death for the decedent. In counties where there
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is no prothonotary, the notice shall be filed in the office that
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perforns the functions of the office of prothonotary as provi ded
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for in the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), known as The

N
N

County Code.
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Section 2 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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