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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 228 %%

| NTRODUCED BY HARRI'S, BUNT, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER
EACHUS, J. EVANS, FAIRCH LD, FLEAGLE, CEI ST, CGEORGE
G NGRI CH GOOD, HANNA, O NEI LL, PALLONE, PHILLIPS, PYLE
READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROHRER, SATHER, SAYLOR, B. SM TH,
SOLOBAY, STERN, THOVAS AND YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 8, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
FEBRUARY 8, 2005
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),
entitled "An act relating to the right to practice nedicine

and surgery and the right to practice nedically related acts;

reestablishing the State Board of Medical Education and

Li censure as the State Board of Medicine and providing for
its conmposition, powers and duties; providing for the

i ssuance of licenses and certificates and the suspension an

d

revocation of licenses and certificates; providing penalties;

and maki ng repeals,” further providing for physician
assi stant supervi si on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 13(e) of the act of Decenber 20, 1985
(P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985,
anended and the section is anmended by addi ng subsections to
read:

Section 13. Physician assistants.
* x *
(e) Witten agreenent.--A physician assistant shall not

provi de a nedical service without a witten agreenent with one

is
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or nore physicians which provides for all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Identifies and is signed by each physician the
physi ci an assistant will be assisting.

(2) Describes the manner in which the physician
assistant will be assisting each named physici an.

(3) Describes the nature and degree of supervision and
di rection each nanmed physician will provide the physician
assi stant.

(4) Designates one of the naned physicians as having the
primary responsibility for supervising and directing the
physi ci an assi st ant.

(5) Has been approved by the board as satisfying the
foregoi ng and as consistent with the restrictions contained
in or authorized by this section.

[ A physician assistant shall not assist a physician in a nmanner
not described in the agreenment or without the nature and degree
of supervision and direction described in the agreenment. The
physi ci an desi gnated as having primary responsibility for the
physi ci an assistant shall not have primary responsibility for
nore than two physician assistants.]

(e.1) WManner of assistance.--A physician assi stant shall not

assi st a physician in a manner not prescribed in the agreenent

or without the nature and degree of supervision and direction

described in the agreenent set forth in subsection (e).

(e.2) Nunber of physician assistants.--Except as provided in

this subsecti on, the physici an desi gnated as having prinmary

responsi bility for the physician assi stant shall not have

primary responsibility for nore than two physi ci an assi stants.

However, a physician may nake witten application to the board

to supervise no nore than four physician assistants if a
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hardship to patients in terns of access to health care woul d

result fromlinmting the nunber of physician assistants to two.

The board may all ow a physician to supervise up to four

physi ci an assi stants for a period of not nore than a total of

180 days. The board shall notify the physician of its decision

in witing by registered nail. Wthin two years of the effective

date of this subsection, the board shall pronul gate requl ati ons

necessary to carry out the provisions of this subsection.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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