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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 201 *5e”

| NTRODUCED BY NAI LOR, BUXTQN, McNAUGHTON, MARSI CO, GRELL,
FLEAGLE, ARGALL, BEBKO- JONES, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CLYMER,

CRAHALLA, DALEY, DelLUCA, FAI RCH LD, FICHTER, GEORGE, GERGELY,

G NG&RI CH GOOD, GOODVAN, HARRI'S, HESS, H CKERNELL,
HUTCHI NSON, KAUFFMAN, M KELLER, MACKERETH, MARKGOSEK,
R MLLER, N CKOL, PALLONE, PAYNE, READSHAW ROHRER, RUBLEY,
SATHER, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, B. SM TH, STABACK, STERN,

E. Z. TAYLOR, THOMAS, TIGUE, WALKO, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK,
ZUG, CI VERA, PETRARCA AND DERMODY, FEBRUARY 8, 2005

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
FEBRUARY 8, 2005
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AN ACT
I nposing a noratoriumon the closure of State nental health
facilities and to require the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
Committee to study the issue of closure of State nental
health facilities and report to the General Assenbly.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mental Health

Facility C osure Moratorium Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Closure.” As defined in section 2 of the act of April 28,
1999 (P.L.24, No.3), known as the Mental Health or Mental
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Retardation Facility C osure Act.

"Facility." As defined in section 2 of the act of April 28,
1999 (P.L.24, No.3), known as the Mental Health or Mental
Retardation Facility C osure Act.

"Reduction.”™ As defined in section 2 of the act of April 28,
1999 (P.L.24, No.3), known as the Mental Health or Mental
Retardation Facility C osure Act.

Section 3. Mratorium

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of |aw, pending
subm ssion to the General Assenbly of the study required by
section 4 (relating to study of closure or reduction), a
noratoriumis hereby established during which no facility shal
undergo cl osure or reduction.

Section 4. Study of closure or reduction.

The Legi sl ative Budget and Finance Comrittee shall study each
i nstance of the issue of the closure or reduction of a facility.
In conducting each study, the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
Committee shall consider and nake reconmendati ons with respect
to:

(1) Estimated tinme lines for the inplenmentation of the
cl osure and reducti on.

(2) Adequacy and availability of community and
residential services in the counties affected by the closure
and reducti on.

(3) The current waiting lists for community and
residential services in the affected county area and any
effect the closure or reduction my have on them

(4) The current infrastructure and the effects the
cl osing or reduction may have on the continuum of care.

(5) Adequacy and sustainability of funding.
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1 (6) Effect of the closure or reduction on residents and
2 their famlies.

3 The commttee shall submit a final report for each instance of
4 closure or reduction with recommendations to the Ceneral

5 Assenbly no |later than Decenber 31, 2006, or within a nonth of
6 the announcenent of the closure or reduction, whichever is

7 later, and shall publish notice of each final report in the

8 Pennsylvania Bulletin within 30 days of the subm ssion of the

9 final report.
10 Section 5. Applicability.
11 (a) Cdosures and reductions.--This act shall apply to
12 closures or reductions made after Decenber 31, 2004, and before
13 January 1, 2006.
14 (b) Residents.--Nothing in this act shall prevent or
15 obstruct a resident/patient fromexercising his or her |aw ul
16 ability to enter or leave a facility at any tinmne.
17 Section 6. Effective date.
18 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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