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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1245 %%

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, EARLL, WONDERLI NG MOWAERY, TOM.I NSQON,

PILEGE, C. WLLIAM5 THOWSON, TARTAG.I ONE, WAGNER, GCORDNER,

ORI E, GREENLEAF, RAFFERTY, PIPPY, ERI CKSON, M WH TE,
LEMVOND, BOSCOLA, STACK AND CORVAN, OCTOBER 18, 2004

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, OCTOBER 18, 2004
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Task Force on Postsecondary and Hi gher
Education; and providing for its powers and duties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Task Force on

Post secondary and Hi gher Educati on Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmittee.” The Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Sectors of higher education.”™ Providers of postsecondary
and hi gher education in this Commonweal th, by the follow ng

sectors:



1 (1) State-related institutions.

2 (2) The State System of Hi gher Educati on.

3 (3) Conmunity coll eges.

4 (4) Private colleges and universities.

5 "Task force.” The Task Force on Postsecondary and Hi gher

6 Education established under section 3.

7 Section 3. Task Force on Postsecondary and Hi gher Educati on.
8 (a) Establishnent.--The Task Force on Postsecondary and

9 Higher Education is established.

10 (b) Goals.--The task force shall have the foll ow ng goals:
11 (1) To assess the extent to which institutions in the
12 sectors of higher education collaborate with one another in
13 the delivery of higher education prograns and services.

14 (2) To identify the stated m ssions of institutions in
15 the sectors of higher education.

16 (3) To assess the extent to which the m ssions of and
17 degree prograns offered by institutions in the sectors of
18 hi gher education overlap or conpete with one anot her.

19 (4) To identify rates of graduation in the sectors of
20 hi gher education and the placenent of graduates in
21 enpl oynent, postgraduate and professional degree prograns.
22 (5) To determ ne the cost per credit hour for al
23 sectors of higher education and to anal yze the factors that
24 contribute to the cost per credit hour for all sectors of
25 hi gher educati on.
26 (6) To analyze students enrolled in all sectors of
27 hi gher educati on by denographi c subgroup, fam |y incone,
28 ethnicity, age and other characteristics as determ ned by the
29 task force.
30 (7) To make recommendati ons on specific actions that may
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1 be required to inprove:

2 (i) Collaboration between the sectors of higher

3 educati on.

4 (i1i) Access to higher education for Pennsylvani a
5 students.

6 (i1i1) Cost efficiency of sectors of higher

7 educati on.

8 (c) Menbership.--The task force shall consist of the

9 follow ng voting nmenbers, appointed no |ater than January 20,
10 2005:

11 (1) Four nenbers of the Senate, who shall be the

12 chai rman and m nority chai rman of the Appropriations

13 Committee and the chairman and mnority chai rman of the

14 Education Committee.

15 (2) Four nmenbers of the House of Representatives, who
16 shall be the chairman and m nority chairman of the

17 Appropriations Conmittee and the chairman and mnority

18 chai rman of the Education Conmittee.

19 (3) The Secretary of Education or a designee.
20 (4) The Secretary of the Budget or a designee.
21 (5) The chair of the State Board of Education
22 (6) The follow ng nenbers appointed by the Governor from
23 a list of six nom nees submitted to the Governor by each of
24 the foll owi ng organi zati ons:
25 (1) Four nmenbers representing coll eges and
26 uni versities that are nenbers of the Association of
27 I ndependent Col | eges and Universities of Pennsylvani a.
28 (1i) Four menbers representing community coll eges
29 that are nmenbers of the Pennsyl vania Conm ssion for
30 Community Col | eges.
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(ti1) Four nmenbers representing the State System of
Hi gher Educati on.

(iv) Four nmenbers representing the Association of
Pennsyl vania State Col | ege and University Faculti es.

(7) The follow ng nenbers appoi nted by the Governor from

a list of four nom nees submtted by the Governor by each of

the follow ng institutions:

(d)
deat h,

(1) Two nenbers representing The Pennsyl vania State
Uni versity.

(i1i) Two nmenbers representing the University of
Pi tt sbur gh.

(1i1) Two nenbers representing Tenple University.

(itv) Two nmenbers representing Lincoln University.

(v) Two nenbers representing the University of
Pennsyl vani a.

(vi) Two nenbers representing organi zations that are
menbers of the Pennsylvani a Manufacturers' Associ ation.

(vii) Two nenbers representing organi zations that
are nmenbers of the Pennsyl vani a Busi ness Roundt abl e.

(viii) Two nenbers representing organi zations that
are nmenbers of the Pennsyl vani a Chanber of Busi ness and
I ndustry.

(ix) Two nmenbers representing organi zations that are
menbers of the Pennsylvania chapter of the National
Federation of |ndependent Busi ness.

Vacanci es. - - Vacanci es occurring on the task force by

resignation, renoval or any other reason shall be filled

wi thin 30 days of the creation of the vacancy in the manner in

whi ch that position was originally filled. An individual

appointed to fill a vacancy shall be appointed for the unexpired
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termof the nenber that person succeeds.

(e) Conpensation.--The nenbers of the task force shal
receive no actual conpensation for their services. However, al
expenses reasonably necessary for the nenbers of the task force
to performtheir duties shall be paid by the departnent.

(f) Staff.--The commttee shall provide staff support to the
task force.

Section 4. Powers and duties of task force.
The powers and duties of the task force shall be as follows:
(1) To neet no less than four tinmes during the duration
of the task force, at the call of the chair. Al such
neeti ngs shall be conducted in accordance with the
requirenents of 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open neetings).
(2) To hold public hearings, subject to the requirenents
of 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7, on any issue related to the goals set

forth in section 3.

(3) To issue a final report as required under section 5.
(4) To have access to all information fromthe

Governor's Ofice, the departnent, the State Board of

Education and the Ofice of the Budget on any issue rel ated

to the goals set forth in section 3.

(5) To direct staff to fulfill duties related to the

goals set forth in section 3.

Section 5. Final report.

(a) Submi ssion date.--No |ater than Decenber 1, 2005, the
task force shall submt a final report to the Governor and the
General Assenbly.

(b) Analysis of sectors of higher education.--The report
shall include an analysis of the mission of all sectors of

hi gher education and a summary of the graduation rates, costs
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and placenment rates of all sectors of higher education.

(c) Best practices.--The report shall include information on
best practices of all sectors of higher education as such
practices relate to the graduation rates, costs and pl acenent
rates of the sectors of higher education.

(d) Reconmendations.--The report shall include
recommendati ons on specific actions that may be required to

i nprove col | aborati on between the sectors of higher education,
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i mprove access to higher education for Pennsylvania students and
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i nprove cost-efficiency of the sectors of higher education.
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Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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