PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1537 PRINTER S NO. 1621

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1041 55

| NTRODUCED BY PI PPY, M WH TE, BRI GHTBILL, O PAKE, MOAERY,
LOGAN, LEMMOND, BOSCOLA, GORDNER, MJSTO, COSTA, RAFFERTY,
C. WLLIAMS5, WOZNI AK, KITCHEN, ORI E AND KASUNI C
APRI L 13, 2004

SENATOR M VHI TE, ENVI RONVENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, AS
AMENDED, MAY 12, 2004
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AN ACT

Providing for the continuation of the Pennsyl vania Seni or
Envi ronment Cor ps vol unt eer program adm ni stered by the
Depart ment of Environmental Protection and the Departnent of

Agi ng; and nmaki ng an—appreprtatien APPROPRI ATl ONS. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
Seni or Environnent Corps Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnments.” The Departnment of Environnental Protection
and the Departnent of Aging of the Commonwealth.

"Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps." The established

St at ewi de network of county-based host organi zations for ol der
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Pennsyl vani ans who i npl enent environnental, educational, social
and health progranms benefiting their comunities and the
Commonweal t h, and additi onal host organizations in counties not
yet served, as appropriate.
Section 3. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Pennsylvania has an active, talented and inforned
popul ati on of ol der residents who seek out activities and
prograns which contribute to the inprovenent of comunities
and i ndi vi dual s.

(2) Since 1997 the nore than 20,000 active nenbers of
t he Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environment Corps have used their
expertise and interest in protecting the environnment to
pursue projects related to water quality nonitoring,
envi ronnment al education, restoration and protection of our
envi ronnment and honel and security.

(3) The Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnent Corps program
has been recogni zed by the United Nations, Renew Anerica and
ot her organi zations as an i nnovative and uni que program
involving older citizens in creative ways to inprove the
envi ronment and has been copied by many ot her states and
countries around the world.

(4) Continuation and expansi on of the Pennsylvani a
Seni or Environnent Corps provides older citizens with
ef fective opportunities to be involved in positive activities
that not only contribute to the protection and restoration of
Pennsyl vani a' s environnent, but provide significant benefits
to those involved with this program

Section 4. Pennsylvania Seni or Environnment Corps.

(a) Continued support.--The departnments shall continue
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funding and support and jointly adm ni ster the Pennsylvani a
Seni or Environnent Corps and its network of chapters throughout
this Cormmonweal th for the purpose of maintaining and expandi ng
opportunities for this Conmonweal th's ol der citizens to be

i nvolved in volunteer projects relating to water quality

noni toring, environnmental education, restoration and protection
of the environnent and honel and security.

(b) Program conponents. --The Pennsyl vani a Seni or Envi ronnment
Corps program shall include conponents that provide support for:
(1) Equi prent and supplies required for successful

pr ogr ans.

(2) Networking and recognition opportunities.

(3) Training required for successful program
i mpl enent ati on.

(4) Coordination and docunentation, including by
el ectroni c means, of program activities.

(5) Reinmbursenent of the volunteers and their host
organi zations for direct program expenses that support
successful recruitment and nobilization of the volunteers.

(6) Public education about the vitality and val ue of
this Cormonweal th's ol der citizens.

Section 5. Reporting requirenents.

(a) Annual report.--The departnents shall provide to the
CGeneral Assenbly an annual report on the Pennsyl vani a Seni or
Envi ronnment Corps program whi ch includes information on:

(1) the inpact of the Pennsylvania Senior Environnment
Corps on the achievenent of the m ssions of the departnents;

(2) the cost-effectiveness of the Pennsylvania Seni or
Envi ronment Corps activities;

(3) the staff support of the departnents for the
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Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Cor ps;

(4) the State, regional and | ocal partnerships
established by the departnents and the Pennsyl vani a Seni or
Envi ronnment Corps for the purpose of advanci ng depart nental
m ssi ons and the success of the Pennsyl vania Seni or
Envi ronnent Corps; and

(5) projections for future volunteer engagenent in the
Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environment Corps, its progranms and the
betterment of this Commonwealth's quality of life.

(b) Meeting with secretaries.--Representatives of the
Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps program shall neet twi ce a
year with the secretaries of the departnents to provide

i nformati on on acconplishnents and chal |l enges of the

Pennsyl vani a Seni or Environnment Corps program

SECTI ON 6. APPROPRI ATl ONS. <—
THE FOLLOW NG AMOUNTS ARE HEREBY APPROPRI ATED FROM THE

GENERAL FUND FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR BEG NNI NG JULY 1, 2004, AS

FOLLOWG:

(1) THE SUM OF $150, 000 | S HEREBY APPROPRI ATED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON FOR SUPPORTI NG THE
PENNSYLVANI A SENI OR ENVI RONMENTAL CORPS PROGRAM

(2) THE SUM OF $150, 000 | S HEREBY APPROPRI ATED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF AG NG FOR SUPPORTI NG THE PENNSYLVANI A SENI OR
ENVI RONVENTAL CORPS PROGRAM

Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect July 1, 2004.
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