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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 822 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WAGNER, LOGAN, TARTAGLI ONE, COSTA, MJUSTO, ORI E,
RAFFERTY, MOVERY, WONDERLI NG AND RHOADES, JUNE 17, 2003

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 17, 2003

AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for the offense of selling
or furnishing violent video or conputer games to mnors.
The General Assenbly hereby finds and decl ares as fol |l ows:

(1) Wthin the last ten years the video gane narket,

particularly the use of home video game systens, has expl oded

t hroughout this Commonweal th and the nation.

(2) Video ganmes are available to children not only at

traditional places of business specializing in anusenent but

al so through a variety of retail outlets and nagazi ne sal es

for hone use and by comruni cation on the Internet.

(3) Inprovenents to the picture, speed and resol ution of

t he new age of video ganes have nade the depiction of
characters, places and events contained in the ganes
amazingly realistic.

(4) Sone, but not all, video ganmes contain graphic and
repeat ed scenes of violence which include decapitation,

bl oodshed, di snenbernent, killing and death by the use of
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| et hal weapons or hand-to-hand conbat.

(5) The General Assenbly recognizes that violent crine
is a serious and persistent problemin our society,
especi al |l y anong our yout h.

(6) The General Assenbly further recognizes that, as
confirmed by current scientific data, the repeated exposure
to graphic violence and participation in violent interactive
ganmes may contribute to violent behavior by our youth and
desensitizes themto acts of violence.

(7) Information regarding the content of graphic
vi ol ence contained in novies and tel evision prograns as wel |
as information regarding the lyrics of nmusic is provided to
consuners and parents so that they may make choi ces
concerning the depiction of violence and whet her they el ect
to have their children exposed to such content.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 6321. Selling or furnishing violent video or conputer ganes

to m nors.

(a) Ofense defined.--A person commts a sunmary offense if

the person sells, rents or otherw se provides for use for a

charge any violent video or conputer gane to a mnor. A person

commts a m sdenmeanor of the third deqree for a second or

subsequent violation of this subsection.

(b) Required listings.--A person or business offering any

vi deo gane or conputer gane for sale, | oan or use shall make

avai |l able the nost recent listings of the Entertai nnent Software

Rati ng Board for the inspection and revi ew by any potenti al
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pur chaser, user or transferee of such video or conputer gane.

Failure to nake such informati on avail able shall constitute a

sunmary offense for a first offense and a m sdeneanor of the

third degree for a second or subsequent violation of this

subsecti on.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Entertai nnent Software Rating Board." The i ndependent

rati ng system establi shed by the Interactive Digital Software

Associ ati on devel oped to provi de consunmer i nformation regardi ng

the content of video and conputer software games and whi ch nay

be found on the Internet at the Entertai nnent Software Rating

Board World Wde Wb site.

"Mnor." Any person under 18 years of age.

"Violent video or conputer gane." A video or conputer gane

that contains realistic or photoqgraph-|ike depictions of

agqgressive conflict in which the player kills, injures or

ot herwi se causes physical harmto a human form

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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