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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 790 5

| NTRODUCED BY KUKOVI CH, MELLOW O PAKE, LAVALLE, WXN AK, MJSTQ,
HUGHES, KASUNI C, TARTAGLI ONE, COSTA, LOGAN, KI TCHEN, STACK
FUMO, WAGNER, BOSCOLA, C. WLLIAMS, A WLLIAMS, SCHWARTZ,
FERLO, STOUT, EARLL, ORI E AND CONTI, JUNE 24, 2003

REFERRED TO COVMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, JUNE 24, 2003
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AN ACT
Providing for a residential neighborhood enhancenent programto

be adm ni stered by the Departnent of Community and Economi c

Devel opnent .

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the El m Street
Act .

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

"Est abl i shed residential neighborhood.” A defined geographic

area whi ch has consisted of buildings and structures for housing

individuals and famlies in close proximty to a comrerci al
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district and which has existed as a residential neighborhood
since before 1961.

“"Main Street Program” The program adm ni stered by the
Department of Comrunity and Econom c Devel opnent designed to
assist a community's downtown econom ¢ devel opnment effort
t hrough the establishnent of a |ocal organization dedicated to
downtown revitalization and managenent of downtown
revitalization by hiring a full-tinme professional downtown
coor di nat or

"Program "™ The Elm Street Program as established in section
3.

Section 3. EIm Street Program

(a) Establishnent.--There is established an El m Street
Program wi thin the departnment which shall assist nmunicipalities
in preparing and inplenmenting a revitalization strategy for
establ i shed residential nei ghborhoods either in the vicinity of
a Main Street Program project or in close proximty to an
exi sting commercial district.

(b) Applications.--The departnment shall prepare application
forms for the grant program established in this act and award
grants to nunicipalities and other eligible entities based on
the requirenments in subsection (c). The departnment shall require
that a map be furnished with all applications clearly
identifying the established residential neighborhood and
denonstrating its close proximty to a comrercial district.

(c) Programrequirenents.--The program shall:

(1) Provide basic grants for a maxi mum of five years per
project for adm nistrative costs associated with the hiring
of a professional Elm Street Manager, who nmay serve as an

assistant to the Main Street Manager if a Main Street Program
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exists within a nmunicipality.

(2) Provide residential reinvestnment grants for
infrastructure and structural inprovenments, including, but
not limted to, streets, street lights, trees, exteriors of
bui | di ngs and si dewal ks or ot her pedestrian-oriented
features.

(3) Provide planning and devel opnment grants for:

(1) Marketing and pronoting urban residential
['iving.

(1i) Leveraging additional private and public
i nvest ment .

(ii1) Pronoting home ownership and ot her housi ng
opti ons.

(iv) Addressing social and econonic concerns
including, but not limted to, crine, blight, enploynent
opportunities and public services and anenities.

(v) Achieving consistency, whenever appropriate,
with existing cormercial and residential revitalization
efforts.

(4) Provide an assessnent of the applying

muni ci palities' need for the foll ow ng:

(i) The establishnent of a nei ghborhood i nprovenent
district as defined in the act of Decenber 20, 2000
(P.L.949, No.130), known as the Nei ghborhood | nprovenent
District Act.

(i) A review of |ocal conprehensive plans and
zoni ng and other |and use ordinances to foster the
viability of established residential neighborhoods, wth

a bal anced m x of commercial, civic, enploynment and

residential uses, with particular attention to a
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1 di versity of housing options.

2 (ti1) A review of educational and recreationa

3 opportunities and facilities.

4 (d) Eligibility.--Minicipalities or their designated

5 agencies nust neet the followng criteria:

6 (1) Have an established residential nei ghborhood in need
7 of revitalization in close proximty to a commercia

8 district.

9 (2) Have expressed support by |ocal residents, merchants
10 and governnent officials.

11 (3) Have ability to provide a minimumof a 10% match in
12 financial and/or in-kind support for any departnment grants

13 fromother public or private sources based upon departnental
14 gui del i nes. The departnment nmay wai ve or reduce the matching
15 requirenent if it determ nes such requirenent woul d

16 constitute a hardship upon the municipality or an agency

17 designated by the nmunicipality. A hardship exists if the

18 muni ci pality nmeets one of the followng criteria:

19 (1) The nmunicipality is declared as financially
20 di stressed under the act of July 10, 1987 (P.L.246, No.47),
21 known as the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act.
22 (2) The matching requirenents for the application would
23 exceed 5% of the nmunicipality's annual operating budget.
24 (3) Part or all of the established residential
25 nei ghbor hood identified in the application is participating
26 in the Pennsyl vania Wed and Seed Program as adm ni stered by
27 t he Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency.
28 (4) A mninmumof 20% of the nunicipality's popul ation
29 falls bel ow 150% of the Federal poverty |evel.
30 (e) Miltiple projects.--The departnent nay approve nore than
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one project within the boundaries of a nmunicipality. Miltiple
projects may occur sinmultaneously or at different periods of
time.

(f) Cooperative projects.--The departnent may consi der
applications submtted by two or nore nunicipalities as a single
application for a single project area.

(g) Priority projects.--The departnment shall give priority
to projects with an established residential neighborhood that
was already in existence prior to 1951.

(h) Limts.--The departnment shall establish limts on the
anount of noney avail able per project area so as to distribute
the avail able funds as fairly as possible throughout this
Conmonweal t h.

Section 4. Limtations.

(a) Programlimts.--1n no case shall the aggregate anount
of grants in any fiscal year exceed the anmount of the
appropriation to the departnent for the programin that fiscal
year. The provision of grants under this act shall in no way
constitute an entitlenment derived fromthe Commonweal th or a
cl ai mon any ot her funds of the Conmonweal t h.

(b) Prohibitions.--No funds fromthis programshall be
expended to devel op or convert farm and to residential,
commercial or industrial uses. Farmand is any | and that
supports, or land with a recent history of supporting, the
commerci al production of agricultural crops, |ivestock or
| ivestock products, poultry products, mlk or dairy products,
fruit or other horticultural products.

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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