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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 560 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WAGNER, TARTAGLI ONE, STQUT, KITCHEN, MELLOW
KUKOVI CH, LOGAN, SCHWARTZ, MJSTO, WAUGH, COSTA, BOSCOLA AND
O PAKE, APRIL 2, 2003

REFERRED TO URBAN AFFAI RS AND HOUSI NG APRIL 2, 2003
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AN ACT

Providing for residential dwelling snoke detectors and for
enforcenent; and inposing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Residenti al
Dwel I i ng Snoke Det ector Law.

Section 2. Snoke detector alarm devices required.

(a) New construction of residential dwellings.--The new
construction of residential dwellings, including apartnent
dwel I'i ngs, shall have snoke detectors on each |level of the
structure and outsi de each separate sleeping area in the
i medi ate vicinity of the bedroons. The device shall be |ocated
on or near the ceiling and shall be installed, naintained and
used in accordance with The National Fire Al arm Code. The
installation of battery-operated snoke detectors shall satisfy

the requirenments of this section. A certificate of inspection
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shall be issued to the owner of the residential dwelling or
apartnent dwel|ling upon inspection by the municipal zoning
of ficer or code enforcenent officer of the nunicipality, or if
there is no such officer, then by an official designated by the
| ocal governing body of the municipality. No such certificate
shall be issued until the local official has determ ned that the
residential dwelling is equipped with the alarm device or
devices required by this act. The | ocal governing body of the
muni ci pality may set a reasonable fee for conducting the
i nspection. The fees collected under this act shall be used by
the municipality for fire prevention activities, fire prevention
equi pnent or other simlar fire prevention needs.

(b) Change of occupancy in existing residential dwellings.--
In any case where a change of occupancy of a residenti al
dwel I'i ng exists, including an apartnment dwelling, the sale or
| ease of property shall be conditional on the existence and
proper installation of snoke detectors in the residential and
apartnment dwellings in accordance with The National Fire Al arm
Code. A certificate of inspection shall be issued to the owner
of the residential or apartnent dwelling upon inspection by the
muni ci pal zoning officer or code enforcenent officer of the
muni ci pality, or if there is no such officer, then by an
of ficial designated by the | ocal governing body of the
muni ci pality. No such certificate shall be issued until the
| ocal official has determned that the residential dwelling is
equi pped with the alarm device or devices required by this act.
The | ocal governing body of the nmunicipality may set a
reasonabl e fee for conducting the inspection. The fees collected
under this act shall be used by the nmunicipality for fire

prevention activities, fire prevention equi pnent or other
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simlar fire prevention needs.
Section 3. Penalty.

A person who violates this act commts a sunmmary of fense and
shal |, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore
t han $300. Upon a second or subsequent conviction, the violator
shal | be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than $1, 000.
Section 4. Enforcenent.

An action to enforce this act or to charge a violation of
this act shall be brought by the municipal zoning officer or
code enforcenent officer of the nmunicipality, or if there is no
such officer, then by an official designated by the | ocal
governi ng body of the municipality. Fines collected under this
act shall be used by the |ocal governing body for fire
prevention activities, fire prevention equi pnent or other
simlar fire prevention needs.

Section 5. Regul ations.

The Departnent of Labor and Industry shall promul gate
regul ations to adm nister and enforce this act.
Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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