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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, relating to laws that require nunicipalities
to spend funds or that Iimt the ability of nmunicipalities to
rai se revenue.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That Article | X be anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 13.1. Laws requiring nunicipalities to spend funds or limt

their ability to rai se revenue or receive State tax

revenue.

(a) No nunicipality shall be bound by any statute enacted

hereafter requiring such nunicipality to spend funds, or to take

an action requiring the expendi ture of funds, unl ess:

(1) funds have been appropri ated that have been esti nmated by

an i ndependent | eqislative agency at the tine of the enactnent

of the law requiring the expenditure to be sufficient to fund
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such expendi ture;

(2) the General Assenbly authorizes or has authorized the

muni ci pality to enact a fundi ng source not avail able for such

muni ci pality prior to the effective date of the enactnment of the

| aw t hat can be used to generate the anount of funds esti nated

to be sufficient to fund such expendi ture;

(3) each House of the General Assenbly passes, by a vote of

two-thirds of the nenbers elected to it, a resol uti on which

shall be presented to the Governor as provided in section 9 of

Article Ill of this Constitution, which explicitly exenpts the

Commpnweal th fromfunding a specific | aw or providi ng a fundi ng

source for that specific | aw

(4) the expenditure is required to conply with a | aw t hat

applies to all persons simlarly situated, including State and

| ocal governnents; or

(5) the lawis either required to conply with a Federal

requi renent, or required for eligibility for a Federal

entitl enent, which Federal requirenent specifically contenpl at es

actions by nunicipalities for conpliance.

(b)Y Except by a vote of two-thirds of all the nenbers

el ected to each House, the General Assenbly may not enact, anend

or repeal any law if the anticipated effect of doing so would be

to reduce the authority that any nunicipality has to raise

revenues, in the aggregate, as such authority exists on the

effective date of this section.

(c) Laws exenpt fromthe requirenents of this section

(1) Laws that anend funding fornulas existing on the

effective date of this section.

(2) Laws adopted to require fundi ng of pensi on benefits
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exi sting on the effective date of this section.

(3) Laws relating to the enforcement of crimnal | aws but

not the execution of judicial sentences.

(4) Election | aws.

(5) General appropriation acts.

(6) Special appropriation acts.

(d) As used in this section, the term"nunicipality" neans a

county, city, borough, incorporated town, township or any

sim |l ar general purpose unit of governnent which shall hereafter

be created by the General Assenbly. The term shall not include a

school district.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anmendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first

primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three
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1 nonths after the proposed constitutional amendnent is passed by

2 the General Assenbly.
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