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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," further providing for powers and
duties of the internmediate unit board of directors; and
provi di ng for academ c inprovenment prograns.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 914-A of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, is
anmended by adding a clause to read:

Section 914-A. Powers and Duties of the Internediate Unit
Board of Directors.--An intermediate unit board of directors
shall have the power and its duty shall be:

* * %

(18) To appoi nt acadeni c i nprovenent teans and coordi nate

and adni ni ster the acaden c i nprovenent program establi shed

under secti on 925-A.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
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Secti on 925-A. Acadenic | nprovenent Program--(a) Each

internedi ate unit shall coordinate and adni ni ster an acadeni c

i mprovenent program for any school district assigned to the

internediate unit that is eligible for assi stance under

subsection (b). The internedi ate unit shall provide technical

support and staff assistance to an acadeni c i nprovenent team

appoi nt ed under subsection (c).

(b)Y A school district shall be eligible for academ c

assi stance under this section where:

(1) Any school in the school district has a percentage of

its students in any grade | evel subject to the Pennsyl vani a

System of School Assessnent or any other test established by the

State Board of Education to neet the requirenents of section

2603-B(d) (10) that score below the yearly proficiency target

establi shed by the Departnent of Education to cal cul ate adequate

vearly progress under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001

(Public Law 107-110, 115 Stat. 1425).

(2) Any school in the school district is identified for

i nprovenent or corrective action under section 1116(c)(3) or

(10) of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

(3) The school district reguests acadeni ¢ assi stance under

this section.

(c) (1) Wthin thirty (30) days of the internediate unit's

recei pt of the list of school districts eligible under

subsection (b), an academ c i nprovenent team shall be appoi nt ed

for each eligible school district. Menbers of the acadenic

i nprovenent team shall be appointed by the internedi ate unit

board of directors and the board of school directors of the

school district eligible for acadeni c assi st ance.

(2) Five (5) nenbers of the academ c i nprovenent team shal
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be appointed by the internediate unit board of directors. Such

menbers shall not be enpl oyed by or otherwi se affiliated with

the school district eligible for acaden c assi stance and nay

i ncl ude:

(i) Internediate unit staff nenbers.

(ii) Teachers.

(iii) Admnistrators.

(iv) School board nmenbers.

(v) Faculty nenbers of coll eges or universities in this

Commpnweal th with particul ar expertise in school inprovenent.

(3) Four (4) nenbers of the academ c i nprovenent team shal

be appoi nted by the board of school directors of the school

district eligible for acadeni c assi stance. Such nmenbers shal

i ncl ude:

(i) A parent of a student enrolled in the school district.

(ii) A teacher enployed by the school district.

(iii) An adm nistrator enpl oyed by the school district.

(iv) A nenber of the board of school directors of the school

district.

(4) The internediate unit board of directors shall select a

chai rman of the acadenic i nprovenent teamfromthe nenbers

appoi nt ed under paragraph (2).

(d) The academi c i nprovenent team shall have the foll ow ng

powers and duti es:

(1) To create an acadeni c i nprovenent plan pursuant to

subsection (e) for any school in the school district that is

eliqgible for acadeni ¢ assi stance under subsection (b)(1) or (2).

(2) To have ongoi ng access to school district personnel and

information related to the acadeni c perfornance of students.

(3) To provide periodic reports on the i npl enentati on of the
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acadeni c i nprovenent plan to the internediate unit board of

directors and the board of school directors of the school

district eligible for academ c assi st ance.

(4) To neet not | ess than once each nonth to review the

i mpl enentati on of the acadeni c i nprovenent pl an.

(5) To seek technical assistance fromthe Departnent of

Education in the design and i npl enentati on of the academ c

i mprovenent pl an.

(e) (1) Wthin thirty (30) days of the appoi ntnent of an

acadeni c i nprovenent team under subsection (c), the acaden c

i mprovenent team shall present an acadeni c i nprovenment plan or

plans to the internmedi ate unit board of directors and the board

of school directors of the school district for approval at a

public neeting.

(2) The acadenmi c i nprovenent plan or plans shall set forth

specific goals for inproving the acadeni c perfornance of

students in content areas subject to the Pennsyl vani a System of

School Assessnment or any other test established by the State

Board of Education to nmeet the requirenents of section 2603-

B(d)(10) (i) and shall include strategi es desi gned to achi eve
t hose goals. Such strategi es shall include, but nay not be
limted to:

(i) The invol venment of parents in the inprovenent of

acadeni ¢ performance through the devel opnent of home activities

and materials to enhance student | earning.

(ii) Continuing professional educati on options in addition

to options included in the continui ng professi onal education

pl an required under section 1205.1(c.1). Such additi onal options

shall be specific to i nprovenents in the acadeni ¢ performance of

students.
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(iii) Cdassroominstructional strateqgies specific to

i nprovenents in the acadeni c performance of students.

(iv) The redesign of curricula specific to i nprovenents in

t he academ c perfornmance of students.

(v) Inprovenents in school safety.

(vi) Tutoring prograns for students whose results on the

Pennsyl vani a System of School Assessnent or any other test were

bel ow the | evel of proficiency established by the State Board of

Educati on to neet the requirenents of section 2603-B(d)(10)(i).

(3) The acadenic inprovenent plan shall be effective for one

(1) school year. At the conclusion of the school year and w thin

fifteen (15) days of the school district's notification of the

results of the school district's perfornmance on the Pennsyl vani a

System of School Assessnent or any other test established by the

State Board of Education to neet the requirenents of section

2603-B(d) (10) (i), the acadenmi c i nprovenent team shall revi ew

such results and nake a report to the internmedi ate unit board of

directors and the board of school directors of the school

district eligible for academ c assi st ance.

(4) Where the school district continues to be eligible for

acadeni ¢ assi stance under subsection (b), the acadeni c

i mprovenent team shall propose any necessary adjustnents to the

acadeni c i nprovenent plan or plans to the internedi ate unit

board of directors and the board of school directors of the

school district eligible for acadeni c assi stance. Such

adj ustnents shall be subject to the approval of the internedi ate

unit board of directors and the board of school directors and

shall constitute a new acadeni c i nprovenent pl an.

(5) Wiere the school district is no |longer eligible for

acadeni ¢ assi stance under subsection (b), the acadeni c
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i mprovenent team shall recommend the term nation of the acadeni c

i mprovenent plan. Term nati on of the acadeni c i nprovenment pl an

shall be subject to the approval of the board of school

directors of the school district eliqgible for acadeni c

assi st ance.

(f) The Departnent of Education shall:

(1) Annually provide each internediate unit with a |list of

school districts eligible for acadeni ¢ assi stance under

subsection (b) (i) or (ii).

(2) Upon request, provide technical assistance to an

acadeni c i nprovenent team

(3) Establish a clearinghouse of infornation related to

strategies for inproving the acadeni c performance of students

under subsection (e)(2).

(4) Establish and provide conti nui ng professi onal education

courses, prograns, activities or |earni ng experiences under

section 1205.2(f) specific to the classroom strateqgies to

i mprove the academ c perfornance of students in content areas

subj ect to the Pennsyl vani a System of School Assessnent or any

other test established by the State Board of Educati on to neet

the requirenments of section 2603-B(d)(10)(i).

Section 3. Section 2595 of the act is amended by adding a
subsection to read:
Section 2595. School Performance | ncentives.--* * *

(f.3) No less than fifty percent (50% of the all ocation for

school performance fundi ng under this section shall be used by

t he Departnment of Education to establish an incentive programto

reward school districts eligible for acadeni ¢ assi stance under

section 925-A that show i nproved acadeni c perfornance as

evi denced by a decline in the percentage of students scoring
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Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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