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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 457 =%

| NTRODUCED BY WAUGH, RAFFERTY, SCHWARTZ AND KASUNI C
MARCH 11, 2003

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 11, 2003
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
judi cial oath.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 5901 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
§ 5901. Judicial oath.
(a) GCeneral rule.--Every witness, before giving any

testinmony shall take an oath [in the usual or comon form] or

nmake an affirmati on by |laying the hand upon an open copy of the

Holy Bible, or by lifting up the right hand [and pronounci ng or
assenting to the following words: "I, A B., do swear by

Al m ghty God, the searcher of all hearts, that | wll ,
and that as | shall answer to God at the |ast great day." Wich
oath so taken by persons who conscientiously refuse to take an
oath in the common formshall be deened and taken in |aw to have

the sane effect as an oath taken in common form], and providing




an affirmati ve response to either of the foll ow ng:

(1) "Do you solemly swear that the testi nbny you shal

give in this matter shall be the truth, the whole truth and

not hi ng but the truth, so help you God?"

give in this matter shall be the truth, the whole truth and

not hi ng but the truth, so help you?"
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5 (2) "Do you solemmly affirmthat the testinony you shal
6
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8 (b) R ght to affirm--The affirmation may be admi nistered in
9 any judicial proceeding instead of the oath, and shall have the
10 sane effect and consequences, and any w tness who desires to

11 affirmshall be permtted to do so.

12 (c) Alternative form--As an alternative to either the oath

13 or affirnation prescribed in subsection (a), the court nay

14 adm nister an oath, affirnmati on or declaration in an action or a

15 proceeding in a manner that is cal cul ated to awaken the

16 witness's conscience and inpress the witness's mnd with the

17 duty to tell the truth. The court shall satisfy itself that the

18 witness testifying understands that his or her testinony is

19 being given under penalty of perjury.

20 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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