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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 400 5

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, LEMMOND, O PAKE, ORI E, SCHWARTZ,
RAFFERTY, EARLL, WAGNER, ERI CKSON, WOZNI AK AND TARTAGLI ONE
MARCH 4, 2003

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 4, 2003
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AN ACT
Relating to the treatnment of sex offenders.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Sex O fenders
Treat nent Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Pennsylvani a Board of Probation and Parol e.

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Conm ssion on Crine and
Del i nquency.

"Nonprofit agency.” A not-for-profit human services
or gani zati on whi ch provi des treatnent, guidance, counseling or
rehabilitation services to sex offenders.

"Program " A sex offenders treatnment program operated by a
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nonprofit agency.

"Sex offender.” A person convicted of a sex offense.

"Sex offense.” Any offense under 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 31 (relating
to sexual offenses) or 18 Pa.C.S. § 4302 (relating to incest) or
6312(b) (relating to sexual abuse of children) and any of fense
listed in 42 Pa.C.S. 8§ 9795.1 (relating to registration).
Section 3. Sex offenders treatnent program

A sex offenders treatnment program nmay be devel oped,

i npl enented and operated by a nonprofit agency for the follow ng
pur poses:

(1) To protect society by reducing the |ikelihood that
sex offenders will conmit additional sex offenses through
i ncreased nonitoring and supervision of sex offenders and
through a treatnment programfor sex offenders.

(2) To assist sex offenders by providing treatnent,
gui dance, counseling or other rehabilitative services.

(3) To provide the nmandatory counseling under 42 Pa.C. S.
§ 9799.4 (relating to counseling of sexually violent
pr edat ors).

Section 4. Pennsylvania Conm ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency.

The conmm ssion shall have the power and duty to:

(1) Review and approve or deny applications for grants.

(2) Develop standards for sex offenders treatnent
progr ans.

(3) Ensure that all sex offenders treatnent prograns are
in conpliance with the comm ssion's standards and regul ati ons
as well as in conpliance with applicable Federal, State and
| ocal | aws.

(4) Mnitor sex offenders treatnment progranms to

determ ne their inpact on sex offenders.
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(5) In cooperation with the board and county probation
and parole offices, develop and adm nister training prograns
for State parole agents and county probation and parol e
of ficers for supervising sex offenders, including the
identification of those behaviors peculiar to sex offenders
whi ch are indicative of a sex offender's likelihood to
r eof f end.

(6) Adm nister and di sburse funds under this act.

(7) Promulgate regulations for the inplenmentation of
this act.

Section 5. Probation and parole.

(a) Condition of probation or parole.--Participation in a
sex offenders treatnent program nay be nade a condition of State
or county probation or parole. The board and county probation
and parole offices shall cooperate with sex of fenders treatnent
prograns in identifying and referring sex of fenders who are
under their supervision and in need of a treatnment program The
board and county probation and parole offices shall cooperate
with sex offenders treatnent prograns in devel opi ng supervi sion
pl ans for sex offenders which entail frequent contacts with the
sex offenders and pronpt notification in the case of the failure
of a sex offender to conply with the conditions of probation or
parole or with treatnent programrules, including, but not
limted to, failure to attend a session of the programto which
t he sex offender is assigned.

(b) Pennsylvani a Board of Probation and Parole.--The board
shal I nmake recommrendati ons to the conm ssion on standards for
sex offenders treatnent prograns.

(c) Sex Ofenders Assessnent Board.--In making

reconmendati ons to the conmi ssion on standards for sex offenders
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treatment progranms, the board shall seek input fromthe Sex
O fenders Assessnment Board.

(d) County probation and parole.--The comm ssion shall seek
i nput from county probation and parole offices on standards for
sex offenders treatnent prograns.

(e) Treatnment providers.--The conm ssion shall seek input
fromsex offenders treatnent program providers on standards for
sex offender treatnent prograns.

Section 6. Fundi ng.

(a) Gants.--Subject to the availability of funding and to
t he provisions of subsection (b), a sex offenders treatnent
program may apply to the comm ssion for a grant for funding of
the costs of the program In determ ning whether to nake a grant
and, if so, the amount of the grant, the comm ssion shal
consi der the follow ng:

(1) Wether another programis serving the sane

popul ation in the sane geographic area.

(2) The nunber of sex offenders served by the program
(3) Wether the program neets the conmmi ssion's

st andar ds.

(b) Sex offenders' ability to pay.--To the extent that they
are able to pay, sex offenders shall be required to pay the
costs of their participation in a sex offenders treatnent
program
Section 7. Continued eligibility.

(a) Evaluation.--In order to remain eligible for continued
grant funding, a program nust conply with the commi ssion's
standards and participate in periodic evaluations to determ ne
program effectiveness. The form of the evaluation shall be

determ ned by the comm ssion with input fromthe groups |isted
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in section 5.

(b) Suspension of funding.--

(1) If the comm ssion determnes that there are
reasonabl e grounds to believe that a programis not conplying
with the comm ssion's standards, the conm ssion shall give 30
days' witten notice to the program The program shall submt
a witten plan as to how and when the specific deficiencies
identified will be corrected and the comm ssion shall review
t he pl an.

(2) |If the commi ssion finds the plan acceptable, it
shall notify the programthat it has 45 days to correct the
defi ci enci es.

(3) If no planis submtted to the comm ssion within the
tinme limt or the deficiencies are not corrected within 45
days after the plan has been approved by the conm ssion, the
commi ssi on may suspend part or all of the funding until
conpliance i s achieved.

Section 8. Use of Federal funds.

Not hing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the use of
Federal funds for the funding of grants for sex offenders
treatment prograns. The comm ssion shall exam ne the
avai lability of Federal funds for the inplenentation of this
act .

Section 9. Application of act to certain grants.

Not hing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the
funding of a sex offenders treatnent programthrough a grant
under 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 98 (relating to county internedi ate
puni shient ) .

Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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