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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 677 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, DeWEESE, JOSEPHS, MJUNDY, READSHAW
PAYNE, Tl GUE, SURRA, STURLA, B. SM TH, MAJOR, MNANN, M GEEHAN
FABRI ZI O, SHANER, HARHAI, G NGRICH, GABI G FREEMAN, DALEY,
ARMSTRONG, PHI LLIPS, THOVAS, BROME, J. EVANS, DONATUCCI,
REI CHLEY, TANGRETTI, SOLOBAY, SCAVELLO MANDERI NO, M CALL,
McG LL, Ml LHATTAN, D G ROLAMO, GRUCELA, CElI ST, FRANKEL,
FORCI ER, BARD, BELARDI, BI SHOP, CORRI GAN, CRUZ, HORSEY
Pl STELLA, ROBERTS, RUBLEY, WALKO, WATERS, YOUNGBLOOD, RGCSS,
LESCOVI TZ, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, HERSHEY, SCHRODER, FI CHTER,
RCEBUCK, WASHI NGTON, WOINAROSKI, GOOD, LEVDANSKY, LEACH
JAMES, HENNESSEY, CAPPELLI, PICKETT, ROONEY AND REED
APRI L 12, 2004

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 12, 2004
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of COctober 2004 as "Donestic Viol ence
Awar eness Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Donestic viol ence transcends all social, age-
rel ated, economic, racial and ethnic barriers; and

VHEREAS, Research indicates that one of the risk factors for
donestic violence is unenpl oynent or poverty; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that nearly 6 mllion wonen are
physi cal | y abused each year throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, According to statistics gathered by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, a woman i s beaten every 12 seconds; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 1,700 nurders are attributed to

donmestic violence each year in the United States; and
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WHEREAS, Nearly 100, 000 victinms request and receive services
for donestic violence-related incidents each year in this
Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Coal iti on Agai nst Donestic Viol ence
indicates that from 1999 to 2003 the nunber of victins
requesting and receiving services related to donmestic viol ence
i ncidents increased by 48% and

WHEREAS, Energi ng research indicates that hospital-based
donmestic violence interventions will reduce health care costs by
at least 20% and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is the first state in the nation to
institute universal screening for donestic violence; and

WHEREAS, The inportance of universal screening was enphasi zed
by the General Assenbly through the enactnent of the act of
Decenber 3, 1998 (P.L.925, No.115), known as the Donestic
Vi ol ence Health Care Response Act, which establishes the
Donestic Violence Health Care Response Program and

WHEREAS, For the third straight year the Fam |y Viol ence
Prevention Fund has desi gnated Pennsylvania as the only state in
the nation to receive an "A" grade for its donestic violence
health care | aws; and

WHEREAS, According to the Departnment of Justice, nearly 50%
of all domestic violence acts are wi tnessed by children; and

WHEREAS, Battery is a |eading cause of injury to wonen; and

VWHEREAS, Studi es show that battered wonmen who work face a
high |ikelihood of losing their jobs because of domestic
viol ence: 55% m ssed work and nore than 60% were |ate for work;
and

WHEREAS, The annual cost of |ost productivity due to domestic

violence is estimated to be $727.8 mllion, with nore than 7.9
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1 mllion paid workdays | ost each year; and

2 WHEREAS, The costs of intimte partner violence exceed $5.8
3 billion each year, $4.1 billion of which is for direct nedical
4 and nental health care services paid |largely by the enpl oyers;
5 and

6 WHEREAS, AlIl Pennsyl vani ans shoul d be made aware of the

7 nmultitude of synptonms and signs associated with domestic

8 violence; and

9 WHEREAS, Approximately 10% of primary care physicians across
10 the nation routinely screen new patients for partner abuse when
11 not currently injured, and 9% routinely screen during periodic
12 checkups; therefore be it

13 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the

14 nonth of COctober 2004 as "Donestic Viol ence Awareness Mnth" in
15 Pennsyl vani a and encourage all Pennsylvanians to |learn nore

16 about causes, signs, prevention and treatnment for domestic

17 vi ol ence.
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