PRINTER S NO. 2967

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 500 5

| NTRODUCED BY WATERS, SCLOBAY, D. EVANS, BI SHOP, WASHI NGTON,
CORRI GAN, DENLI NGER, DONATUCCI, FORCIER, G NGRI CH, GRUCELA,
HERSHEY, KI RKLAND, MANN, MJUSTI O PALLONE, RUBLEY, SANTON
SURRA, TI GUE, YOUNGBLOOD, CRUZ, Di G ROLAMO, FAI RCHI LD,
GECORCGE, GODSHALL, HERVAN, JAMES, LEDERER, M| LHATTAN, MYERS
ROHRER, SAI NATO, B. SM TH, THOVAS AND W LLI AVS,
NOVEMBER 24, 2003

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
NOVEMBER 24, 2003

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

[ T N Y S ST
o o0 A W N R O

A RESOLUTI ON

Recogni zi ng and honoring firefighters, especially those

firefighters and support personnel who served in the recent

southern California firestorms and wildfires, for their

bravery, dedication and heroi sm

WHEREAS, According to United States Secretary of Agriculture
Ann Veneman, on Cctober 29, 2003, 14 fires were burning in
southern California, inmpacting four national forests; and

WHEREAS, According to the California Farm Bureau Federati on,
nore than 80,000 people and 3,000 farm ani mal s and house pets
had been evacuat ed; and

WHEREAS, At |east 13,500 firefighters and 4,000 support
per sonnel , many of whom were vol unteers and sone of whom
travel ed fromother areas of the country, worked |ong hours
fighting the fires; and

WHEREAS, According to the International Association of Fire

Fighters, Californians have suffered the | oss of 22 people; and
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WHEREAS, According to the California Farm Bureau Federati on,
Californians suffered the | oss of nore than 3,280 farm ani nmal s;
and

WHEREAS, According to an article published in the New York
Ti mes on Novenber 4, 2003, initial estimtes of property damage
and firefighting costs were $2 billion and rising; and

WHEREAS, According to the New York Tines, fires caused the
| oss of 3,500 hones and bl ackened 743,621 acres; and

WHEREAS, Sone firefighters watched their own homes burn while
they were fighting the fire for their neighbors; and

VWHEREAS, These wildfires are considered the worst in
California' s history; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a has approxi mately 2,450 fire conpanies
and nearly 1,100 anbul ance services; and

WHEREAS, In this Commonweal th, 90% of fire conpanies are
staffed by volunteers, totaling about 78,000 volunteers; and

WHEREAS, On average, ten Pennsylvania firefighters die in the
line of duty every year; and

WHEREAS, This volunteer spirit is alive throughout the United
States and in this Conmmonweal th; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize and
honor firefighters for their bravery, dedication and heroism
especially those firefighters and support personnel who served

in the recent southern California firestorns and wil dfires.
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