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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 474 =35

| NTRODUCED BY WASHI NGTQON, SCAVELLO, D. EVANS, GEI ST, MYERS,
ARMSTRONG, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BI SHOP, CAPPELLI
CLYMER, COLEMAN, CORRI GAN, CRUZ, CURRY, DALEY, DENLI NGER
DONATUCCI , FABRI ZI O, FAI RCHI LD, FRANKEL, FREENMAN, GABI G
GECRCE, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HASAY, HERSHEY, HORSEY, JAMES,
JOSEPHS, KELLER, KIRKLAND, LEACH, LEDERER, LEH, LESCOVI TZ,
LEVDANSKY, LEWS, MANN, MG LL, O NEILL, PALLONE, PHI LLIPS,
Pl STELLA, READSHAW RElI CHLEY, ROBERTS, ROEBUCK, ROSS, RUBLEY,
SCHRCDER, TANGRETTI, THOVAS, TIGUE, TRUE, TURZAI, WALKQO
WATERS, WATSON, VHEATLEY, WLLIAMS, WOINARGCSKI AND
YOUNGBLOOD, NOVEMBER 10, 2003

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
NOVEMBER 10, 2003
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A RESOLUTI ON
Commenorating the 40th anniversary of the racially notivated
bonmbi ng of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Bi rm ngham
Al abama, on Sunday, Septenber 15, 1963.
WHEREAS, Segregationists planted a dynamte bonb in the
Si xteenth Street Baptist Church basenent to protest forced
i ntegration of public schools in Birm ngham killing four young
girls readying for their first adult service, injuring others
and inciting further rioting and violence in the city; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in eulogizing the young
victinms, honored their noble death: "They are the nmartyred
heroi nes of a holy crusade for freedom and human dignity"; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King asserted certain neaning in their death

"They say to each of us, black and white alike, that we nust
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substitute courage for caution"; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King sought redenption: "The death of these
l[ittle children may | ead our whol e Southland fromthe | ow road
of man's i nhumanity to man to the high road of peace and
br ot her hood"; and

WHEREAS, In a speech on January 15, 1997, at the Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church on the anniversary of Dr. King's birth,
United States Attorney CGeneral Janet Reno invoked the continuing
chal I enge of rem nding ourselves of conmon interests, conmmon
ground and common dreans; and

WHEREAS, To honor the nenory of bonbing victins Addie Mae
Collins, Carole Robertson, Cynthia Wsley and Denise McNair and
recommt to enduring goals of faith and tol erance, nenbers of
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church held a nenorial service and
a revival service during their recent commenoration of the
church bombi ng; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a commenorate the 40th anniversary of
t he Septenber 15, 1963 bonbi ng of the Sixteenth Street Bapti st
Church in Birm ngham Al abana; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, Birm ngham Al abana.
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