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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 338 *%n”

| NTRODUCED BY GANNON, BROWNE, CAPPELLI, COY, CRAHALLA, CRUZ,
DALEY, DeLUCA, DeWEESE, FICHTER, FRANKEL, HARHAI, HERVAN,
HERSHEY, JOSEPHS, KOTI K, LAUGHLIN, LEWS, M COZZIE, PICKETT,
READSHAW REI CHLEY, ROCSS, SCAVELLO, STERN, E. Z. TAYLOR,
THOVAS, YOUNGBLOOD AND HARHART, JUNE 26, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JUNE 26, 2003

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

1 Directing the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee to

2 provi de a conprehensive report to the General Assenbly and

3 t he Governor on data collected and eval uated by nati onal

4 experts, with the support of the United States Departnent of
5 Heal t h and Human Services and facilitated by the Council of
6 State Governnents, of two county-based nental health

7 di version prograns and one programthat works with of fenders
8 with mental illnesses released from State prisons in this

9 Commonweal th and to denonstrate the fiscal inpact of these
10 prograns and the desirability, viability and appropri ateness
11 of encouraging simlar program devel opnent, inplenentation
12 and funding options throughout this Conmonweal t h.

13 WHEREAS, The Legi sl ative Budget and Finance Conmittee is a
14 bipartisan, bicaneral |egislative service agency consisting of
15 12 nenbers of the General Assenbly established by statute to

16 conduct studies and nake reconmmendations ainmed at elimnating
17 unnecessary expenditures, to pronote econony in the government
18 of the Commonweal th and to assure that Conmonweal th funds are
19 being expended in accordance with legislative intent and | aw,
20
21 WHEREAS, The conmittee is authorized to conduct a w de range
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of research activities pertaining to the operation and
performance of State-funded prograns and agencies; and

WHEREAS, The innmate population in this Commonweal th grew at a
rate of 5.5% I ast year, up fromzero growh in 1999, and now
t ops 40, 000 peopl e; and

WHEREAS, Corrections officials have stated that this growh
rate is the equivalent of a new prison every year; and

WHEREAS, Many of these increased adm ssions are nonvi ol ent
of fenders and technical parole violators who have commtted no
crinme but have violated a condition of their parole; and

WHEREAS, The rate of nmental illnesses in Conmonweal th prisons
and local jails is at least three tines the rate in the general
popul ation, with approximately three quarters of these
i ndi vi dual s having a co-occurring substance abuse di sorder; and

WHEREAS, The grow ng nunber of inmates with nental illnesses,
and the |l ack of appropriate resources in jail and prison to
screen and treat these individuals, weakens staff norale,
j eopardi zes the safety of staff and inmates alike and
exacerbates jail and prison overcrowdi ng and the cost of
operating corrections systens; and

WHEREAS, The justice systemoffers in nost cases no treatnent
alternatives to incarcerations, and in nost places in this
Conmmonweal th the nmental health, substance abuse and cri m nal
justice systens offer a patchwork of uncoordi nated interventions
or no response for individuals with a serious nental illness or
co-occurring substance abuse di sorder; and

WHEREAS, The use of newer psychotropi c nedi cati ons has
resulted in inproved response to treatnent for individuals with
a serious nental illness, and access to these new nedications

has resulted in restored health and enhanced public safety; and
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WHEREAS, Crimnal justice, nmental health and substance abuse
systens that do not provide a coordinated response to
i ndividuals with serious nental illness often end up using
expensi ve public safety and energency services to respond to
some of those individuals; and

WHEREAS, System integration between the nental health,
substance abuse and crimnal justice systens at the county,
regional and State |l evels can provide pronpt, appropriate
treatment and interventions to break the cycles of
deconpensati on and incarceration to successfully reduce the
nunber of individuals with serious nmental illnesses entering
into, residing in and reentering the crimnal justice system
and

WHEREAS, The Council of State Governnments in June 2002 issued
a conprehensive report, "The Crimnal Justice/Mental Health

Consensus Project Report," designed to help State and | ocal
governnment officials who are dealing with the probl em of
significant nunbers of people with a nental illness or a nental
illness with co-occurring substance abuse disorder in prison or
jail; and

WHEREAS, This report lists several instances in the crimnal
justice system fromthe initial call to police to a person's
rel ease fromprison to a person's parole violation, where State
and | ocal governnent officials can take steps to inprove the
response to people with nmental illnesses who cone into contact
with the crimnal justice system and

WHEREAS, Nati onal experts working with the support of the
United States Departnent of Health and Human Services in

conjunction with the Council of State Governments have assi sted

Chester County officials in simulating the fiscal inpact of a
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pl anned nmental health diversion program Allegheny County
officials in evaluating the fiscal inpact of a nental health
di versi on program al ready under way and Phil adel phia County
officials in evaluating the fiscal inpact of the Gaudenzi a
Forensic Intensive Recovery State Program therefore be it
RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
direct the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to work with
the Council of State Governments to secure any eval uation
information that is devel oped regarding the prograns in Chester
County, Allegheny County and Phil adel phia County and within 120
days of receipt of this information provide a report, that has
recei ved comments from appropriate staff at the Departnent of
Corrections and the Departnment of Public Wl fare, to the General
Assenbly and the Governor denonstrating the fiscal inpact of
t hese prograns and the desirability, viability and
appropri at eness of encouraging simlar program devel opnent,
i npl enentati on and funding options throughout this Conmonwealt h;
and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
inits report also address the desirability and viability of
replicating the use of the sinulation nodel being used in the

Chester County program
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