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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 319 5

| NTRODUCED BY ARMSTRONG, ADCLPH, ALLEN, ARGALL, BAKER, BALDW N
BARD, BARRAR, BASTI AN, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BENN NGHOFF
BOYD, BROWNE, BUNT, CAPPELLI, CAUSER, CLYMER, CCLEMAN,
CORRI GAN, COSTA, COY, CRAHALLA, CREIGHTON, CRUZ, DALEY,
DALLY, DeLUCA, DENLI NGER, DERMODY, DeWEESE, Di G ROLAMO,
DONATUCCI, EGOLF, J. EVANS, FABRI ZI O FAI RCH LD, FEESE,

FI CHTER, FLEAGLE, FORCI ER, FREEMAN, GABI G GEI ST, GEORGE
GERGELY, G LLESPIE, G NGRI CH, GODSHALL, GOODNVAN, GRUCELA,
HARHAI , HARHART, HARPER, HARRI'S, HASAY, HENNESSEY, HERMAN
HERSHEY, HESS, H CKERNELL, HORSEY, HUTCHI NSON, JAMES,
JOSEPHS, KELLER, KIRKLAND, LAUGHLI N, LEACH, LEDERER, LEH
LESCOVI TZ, LEWS, MACKERETH, MAI TLAND, MAJOR, MANDERI NGO,
MANN, MARKCSEK, MARSI CO, McCALL, McGEEHAN, M@ LL,

Mol LHATTAN, McNAUGHTON, MELIO R M LLER, S. M LLER, NAILOR
O NEI LL, PH LLIPS, PICKETT, PISTELLA, READSHAW REED

REI CHLEY, ROBERTS, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SANTONI, SATHER
SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SCHRCDER, SCRI MENTI, SEMMEL, SHANER

B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, STERN, R STEVENSON, STURLA, TANGRETTI
E. Z. TAYLOR J. TAYLOR THOVAS, Tl GUE, TRAVAGLI O TURZAI,
WALKO, WANSACZ, WASHI NGTON, WATERS, WHEATLEY, WLT,
YOUNGBLOOD AND ZUG, JUNE 17, 2003

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 17, 2003
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating the week of October 5 through 11, 2003, as "Fire
Preventi on Wek."

VHEREAS, I n 2001 there were 383,500 hone fires in the United
States, resulting in 3,110 deaths, 15,200 injuries and $5.5
billion in direct property danage; and

WHEREAS, Hone fires, which have declined fairly steadily
since 1978, were down by nearly half in 2001; and

WHEREAS, Only 1999 had a | ower hone fire death total, 2,895,
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in the past quarter-century; and

WHEREAS, Nationwi de, there is a honme fire death every 170
m nut es; and

VWHEREAS, Half of all hone fire deaths have resulted from
fires reported between 10 p.m and 6 a.m, though only one-forth
of hone fires occur during these hours; and

WHEREAS, January is the peak nmonth for hone fire deaths,
February ranks second and Decenber third; and

WHEREAS, Snoking is the | eading cause of home fire deaths
overall, but in the nonths of Decenber, January and February,
snoki ng and heati ng equi pnent have caused simlar shares of fire
deat hs; and

WHEREAS, Cooking is the |eading cause of honme fires and hone
fire injuries year-round; and

WHEREAS, Although children five years of age and under nake
up about 9% of the country's popul ation, they account for 17% of
home fire deaths, a risk twice the national average; and

WHEREAS, Adults 65 years of age and ol der also face a risk
twi ce the average, while people 85 years of age and ol der have a
risk that is alnmost 4.5 tinmes nore than average; and

WHEREAS, Only one-fifth of honme fire deaths from 1989- 1998
were caused by fires in which a snoke al arm was present and
operational ; and

WHEREAS, Mbst fatal fires kill one or two people; and

WHEREAS, In 2001, 22 home fires killed five or nore peopl €;
and

WHEREAS, These 22 fires resulted in 125 deaths, accounting
for 4% of all home fire deaths that year; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the

Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a desi gnate the week of COctober 5
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1 through 11, 2003, as "Fire Prevention Wek."
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