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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nonth of May 2003 as "Mental Health Month" in
Pennsyl vani a.

VWHEREAS, Mental health is critical to the overall health
vitality and well-being of individuals, famlies, conmunities
and busi nesses; and

WHEREAS, Mental health problenms do not discrimnate and can
af fect individuals of every race, creed, age or econom c status;
and

VHEREAS, One in five American adults and one in ten Anmerican
young people are affected by a nental illness; and

WHEREAS, An estimated two-thirds of adults and young peopl e
with nmental health problens are not getting the help they need;
and

WHEREAS, A lack of full and proper treatnment for those adults
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with mental illness costs public and private enployers billions
of dollars annually through absenteeism turnover and | ow
productivity; and

WHEREAS, A lack of full and proper treatnment for young adults
with nental illness can lead to failure in school, substance
abuse and even suicide; and

WHEREAS, Wth proper treatnent and support, individuals with
mental illness can lead full, productive lives; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonwealth is commtted to conmunity-based
systens of nmental health care in which all residents can receive
hi gh-qual ity and consuner-responsive services; and

WHEREAS, The National Mental Health Association, the National
Council for Conmunity Behavioral Healthcare and their national
partners observe "Mental Health Month" every May to raise
awar eness and under st andi ng of nmental health and ill ness;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmont h of May 2003 as "Mental Health Month" in Pennsylvania; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That all citizens, governnent agencies, public and
private institutions, businesses and schools be urged to
recommt our communities to increasing awareness and
understanding of nmental illness and the need for appropriate and

accessi ble services for all people with nental ill ness.
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