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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 2003 as "Child Abuse Prevention
Mont h" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, Children bring happiness into our lives and hope to
our future; and

WHEREAS, Children are our greatest joy and our nost inportant
responsi bility; and

WHEREAS, It is our responsibility as parents, friends,
nei ghbors, citizens and | awmakers to nurture and protect

children, providing an atnosphere of |ove and respect in which



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

they are able to grow into healthy, well-adjusted and productive
adults; and

WHEREAS, W, as a legislative body, have an ongoi ng
commtment to protect the rights and needs of children; and

VHEREAS, | n Decenber 1999 the Senate directed the Joint State
Gover nment Conmmi ssion to study child abuse within this
Commonweal th and make recomendations to the General Assenbly;
and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly has defined child abuse as any
"recent act or failure to act by a perpetrator which causes
nonacci dental serious physical injury to a child under 18 years
of age" or an "act or failure to act by a perpetrator which
causes nonacci dental serious nental injury to or sexual abuse or
sexual exploitation of a child under 18 years of age" and has
made it illegal to engage in such activity; and

VWHEREAS, Child abuse crosses all racial, econom c and
geogr aphi ¢ boundaries and has reached epi dem c proportions
across this nation and throughout this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, There were 22,397 cases of possible child abuse or
mal treatnment referred for investigation in this Commonwealth in
1999; and

VWHEREAS, There were 5,076 substantiated cases of child abuse
and neglect in this Coormonwealth in 1999; and

WHEREAS, Thousands of Pennsyl vani ans in schools, soci al
servi ce agencies, churches and nei ghborhood groups throughout
this Cormonweal th are working hard to nurture and support the
victinms of child abuse and prevent future abuse; and

WHEREAS, In spite of the dedication and sacrifice of these
i ndi viduals, much nore still needs to be done to guarantee a

chi | dhood free of abuse and victim zation to every child in this
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1 Commonweal t h; and

2 WHEREAS, As our know edge about the prevention and treatnent
3 of child abuse grows, we nust provide support, information and
4 guidance to famlies in which child abuse nay happen; therefore
5 beit

6 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the

7 nonth of April 2003 as "Child Abuse Prevention Month" in

8 Pennsylvania; and be it further

9 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives continue to do
10 its part in creating a nurturing and supportive environnent for
11 all children in this Commonweal th so that they m ght grow up to
12 be healthy and productive citizens; and be it further
13 RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives conmend the many
14 individuals and conmunity groups and organi zati ons who work
15 daily to treat and prevent child abuse in this Comonweal th and
16 urge all Pennsylvanians to do their part in preventing the
17 tragedy of child abuse.
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